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A slaughter of girls: India acts to end the 
scandal of its missing 40m women 



TODAY’S NEWS j 

Police gas kills • 

Police forces have been warned to think again about 
using CS spray. An inquest jury has declared a man 
who died after being sprayed was unlawfully killed. This 
questions the safety of the spray and could lead to the 
policemen who used it being prosecuted. Page 4 

I Pets may travel 

Pets coming home from abroad may no longer have to 
spend six months in quarantine. They could be issued I 
with their own passports by the end of next year, the 
Labour Conference was told yesterday. In another 
speech, Jack Straw announced that the courts will be 
forced to be tougher on racist crimes. Page 6 

Saudi murder mystery 

As the two British nurses continue to protest their in- 
nocence of the murder of Yvonne Gilford, details of a 
similar killing at the same Saudi hospital have emerged. 

The other death shared some of the features and nei- 
ther accused nurse was there at the time. In each case 
a security guard "went missing" afterwards. Page 3 

Green America 

The US, home of the gas-guzzler, is under pressure to 
to cut carbon emissions before world leaders meet in 
Kyoto for a global climate treaty. President Clinton 
agrees. But car-makers and oil companies are fighting 
back in a ferocious struggle which means America 
might, in the end, fail to back the treaty. Page 16 

Hurry up, say French 

France now wants a “clear signal" about whether 
Britain will join the single currency. It hopes to get it 
on Monday when the Chancellor. Gordon Brown, vis- 
its Paris. But France, and the other EU countries, will 
probably have to wait a little longer. Page 15 

Girls’ fight KO’d 

A 13-year-old gjrl due to take part in die first legal alL 
female boxing match has pulled out. There ted been 
an outcry from boxers, commentators, and doctors. 
Emma Brammert parents blamed media pressure: 

Emma herself isn’t going to give up boxing. Page 

A BT’s silent huff 

m British Telecom has spumed the offer of oiks 

WorldCom. its US rival. WorldCom s su^nse PObn^ 
takaover bid for MCI. which BT had ^ hoped to sallow 
up. has left the British company reehng. BT sad ,t 
■ didn't want to talk until MCI had decided whether to 
accept or reject the new bid. Page 23. 

Captain is out 

-■-sssssag? 

the dub be fopking ^ ^ is confident 

No. Alex Fergusbn. the manager _ 30, 32 

Keane will mate a fell recovery. Sport, Pag 
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Next: the end of our 
free health service? 




Wasn’t lie an Astronaut ( 




Che Guevara as you ve 
never seen him ■ on ^ 

■h ‘Saturday’s magazine ^ 

WINAN 

n^tDCK EXCLUSIVE 

I pf* SCOOTER 

' • an nSABN'-C WATCHES 

...riUSGriHQCKAN^ .j 


A winter crisis looms In 
hospitals across the country 
as a groundswell of opinion 
grows behind the idea of ^ 
charging patients for their 
treatment. Yesterday, doctors’ 
leaders began to ‘think the 
unthinkable’. 

Jerem/ Laurence, Health Editor, 
asks if we are looking at the end 
of free care by the NHS. 

Safe’s doctors will nofl week peer over 

the precipice and contemplate the 
prosed of a National Health Service for 

which patients have to pay. 

Pay far visits to the doctor, hotel 

charges” for patients to cover 
bed and board in hospital and 
to prescription ctorges.. We 


as health experts say charging may be tbe 
least unacceptable way of bridging the 
fending gap between what the NHS needs 
and what the Government, through tax 
revenues, can afford to pay. 

The findings of the report are likely 

to be seized on by Treasury ministers wfa° 

are conducting a comprehensive review 
of Government spending which is ex- 
amining charging among other mea- 
sures for raising extra funds. Last June, 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary of State for 
Health, refused to rule out the possibil- 
ity of new NHS charges although he lat- 
er insisted that any proposal from the 

review would have to meet iJ^XJUi’snMrH 

ifesto commitment that access to the NHS 

BY JEREMY 
LAURANCE 
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Jafion chairman, said 5««r^that 
as the NHS moved on to a “war-foomg 

to cone with the espected surge m emer- 

winters ™red- 

tap* is dearly 

^assess 

be wtet they would cost 
fees ^dwhat thev could be expected 

^fo^Sifimplcmented.comes 


would be based on need and not ability 

10 ^erts point out that charging has al- 
ready been introduced for dental care, 
eye tests and long term care for the el- 
derly - all of which are now largely paid 
for by patients- with little public P ro ^- 
Although raising fends through taxation 
is the cheapest and simplest option n is 
widely seen as politically uopo^ble. 

The idea of imposing new NHb 
charges was floated in a *P°A 
care 2000 , chaired by former NHS icta i 
executive Sir Duncan Nichol, published 
in 1995. Although widely criticised at the 

Sne, senior members of the AuditCom- 

mission, the NHS wa«hdog, now ^ 
vatelv believe that charging may be tn 

onhLfor the NHS to make ends meet 


Evidence from a survey of 24 OECD 
countries shows that the UK imposes 
among the lowest charges for basic med- 
ical care in the western world. Only Cana- 
da, Spain and Greece share the UK s 
reluctance to make patients pay. 

Jennifer Dixon, a health policy ana- 
lyst at the Kings Fund, the independent 
think-tank, said the survey showed that 
even egalitarian nations with publicly 
fended health systems such as the Scan- 
dinavian countries charged more than the 

UK. 

In Norway, it cost the equivalent of 

$11 US dollars to see a GP. $16 to * c a 
specialist and $U for an X-ray at the time 
of the survey in 1993. Patients paid 25 per 
cent of the cost of drugs up to a maxi- 
mum of $43. Similar charges were levied 

in Sweden and Finland. 

Dr Dixon said: “We are quite unusu- 
al here. But why penalise the sick when 
taxes are cheap to collect? It would be 

inefficient and unfair ." 

Professor Chris Ham, director of the 
Health Services Management Centre a 
, Birmingham University, said imposing pa- 
tient charges would be highly sensitive and 
. very unpopular but it had to be part o 
the debate about the future fending of 
- health care. “The challenge for the Gov- 
j emment would be bow to reconcile 
[_ charging with its stated intent to reduce 
a health inequalities and increase access tor 
s the poor and chronically sick,;' he ana 
Yesterday, the BMA said its official 
S polio/ remained against charging- How 
ever, at the annual conference of GPS last 
;f June one in three voted in favour oi 

id charges. , 

l *We are a democratic organisation ana 

n. it will be for our members to tell us what 
ri- they think,” said Mr Macara. “1 cannot 
ie believe we would change our position but 
eL we might be forced to do so." 
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3/NEWS 

T 1 ** British nur^s in Saudi Arabia were offered hope after the revela- 
tion that a similar murder took place at the same bo^Lal in l?94^£- 
ulaiion mounted that the same person may have bec^pnnsible for berth. 


4/NEWS 


6/ANIMALS 

Britain's quunimint; laws are to He reformed under a government green 
paper published yesterday. The set-month slay in kennels required to cur- 
rent legislation would be replaced by -pet passports" and vacations. 



HEALTH 

Soya clue to cancer prevention 


8/NEWS 

News that (he Amateur Boxing Association sanctioned a fight between 
two teenage girls prompted one of them to pull ouL 



9/ARTS COUNCIL 

The resignation of Lord Gowrie as Arts Council chairman has thrown 
the future of the organisation into doubt. 
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Soya products, fruit, vegetables and flax seed may ward off breast can- 
cer, according to research. It is a diet that may turn out to be the strongest 
protective factor yet discovered against the disease. Scientists believe they 
have identified an element in the regime which may reduce the risk of 

breast cancer up to fourfold. .-A.- 

A comparison of two groups found that those who ate a diet jflwisn-. 
nhylo-oestmgens, a group of naturally occurring chemicals derived from 
plants, were much less likely to develop the disease. Pbjto-oestrogens 
are similar to the hormone oestrogen and are found mainly in soya prod- 
ucts and the fibre present in whole grains, berries, fruit, vegetables and £/ 
flax seed. Researchers have long known that diet plays a part in breast . 
cancer based on evidence that women who migrate from countries where 
the disease is rare, such as Japan, to those where it is common, such as 
the US, increase their risk as they adopt Lhe lifestyle of the host country. 

Researchers at the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre in R:rth, West- 
ern Australia, interviewed 144 women with newly diagnosed breast can- 
cer and compared them with the same number of controls. They tested 
their urine for a range of phyto-oestrogens and similar compounds called, 
lignans and found high levels were associated with a substantial reduc- 
tion in risk of the disease. — Jetemy Laurance. HeollhEdtor . 
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10-11/LABOUR CONFERENCE 


Millionairess gives West End a new lease of life 


EDUCATION 

Maths claims do not add up 


12/SPIN-DOCTORS 

After a week of news management and damage -limitation. Anthony Bevins. 
Political Editor, analyses the role oF the spin-docior at the Labour 
Conference. 


13/DESPATCEiES 

The Israeli Army is losing its war against pm-franian Hizbollah guerril- 
las north of its border with Lebanon. More than 10U suspected collabo- 
rators with Israel have been seized by Hizbollah in the past 12 months, 
while both sides are using increasingly sophisticated weaponry. 


14/FOOD AND DRINK 

Brewers and pubs are secretly pumping air into beer, claims a report by 
the Good Pub Guide. Glenda Cooper. Consumer Affairs Correspondent, 
investigates the Great Beer Rip-Off. 


15/MONETARY UNION 


Janet Holmes a Court, the Australian millionairess 
who owns 10 West End theatres, is on a mission to 
make them people- friendly. Yesterday she completed 
the latest phase in the £20m refurbishment of Stoll 
Moss Theatres, when a £lm renovation at Lhe Lyric 
Theatre saw the cosy foyer’s silver-leaf ceilings and 
wood panelling restored, new seats with added leg 
room for the audience,and a removal of the flock 
wallpaper in the auditorium and its replacement with 
a painted deep maroon . 

It is too glib to say that Mrs Holmes a Court, 
the executive chairman of Stoll Moss Theatres, has 
brought a woman’s eye to theatre. But, without ques- 
tion the changes she has instigated have all been 
aimed at making theatregoing a more comfortable 
experience. 

“Some of these buildings have been extremely 
badly neglected for decades," she said. **! t hink 
theatre-goers have been getting a rough deal. I no- 
ticed immediately there was a problem with wom- 
en’s lavatories. Here at the Lyric we had a gents’ 
toilet which had 16 positions and a ladies' toilet with 


two. And it doesn't compute. We've swapped that 
round. Now the ladies have If) cubicles and the gents 
have two. Before, ladies had to make a decision at 
the interval whether to have a drink or spend the 
whole Lime queuing. “The Lyric, the oldest theatre 
on Shaflresbury Avenue, had takeaway Indian 
restaurant flock wallpaper, which is very nice in an 
Indian restaurant, but not in an 1888 theatre. And 
people are four inches taller now than they were 
in 1888. 1 noticed the lack of leg room in West End 
theatre the moment I came here. We've pul in con- 
tinental sealing with much better leg room." 

The widow of the Australian businessman 
Robert Holmes a Court, who died of a heart attack 
in 1990, Mrs Holmes a Court is relishing playing a 
far more active mle in the Stoll Moss empire than 
her lale husband. 

The empire includes flagships like the London 
Palladium and the Theatre Royal. Drury Lane, as 
well as the bulk of Shafleshuty Avenue, and a mas- 
sive cattle business back in Australia. 

David Lister Arts News Editor 


Government claims that maths standards in primary schools are rising 
were challenged yesterday by research suggesting there has been no im- 
provement for eight years. Researchers at Manchester University say their 
study shows maths standards have remained stable despite billions spent 
on the national curriculum since its introduction in 1989. Some pupils 
may even be being held back, they claim. 

The report questions the reliability of national curriculum tests, the # 4 - 
present means of judging the standard' of maths. According to those tests, 
which can be adjusted to reflect changes in the national curriculum, 44 
per cent of 1 1-year-olds reached expected standards in 1995. rising to 54 
per cent in 1996 and 62 per cent this year. The research, published in to- 
day’s Tunes Educational Supplement, challenges the Government's pledge 
that by the end of this parliament in 20112. three out of four 1 1 -year-olds 
will be competent in maths. 

Researchers looked at maths results achieved hy six- and 11-year-olds 
in five schools in one local education authority over the last eight years. 
They used the same simple tests throughout the period of the study. 

Lucy Ward, Education Correspondent 


16-17/ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

With the Kyoto Conference due to be held in Bonn later this month, the 
US is under pressure to match Europe's reduction in carbon emissions. 


DRUG. BUDGET 

Row over cholesterol treatment 


Diana bodyguard 
set to return home 


‘Brookside’ lesson was 
too much for teachers 




18/WORLD NEWS 


21/COMMENT 


28-32/SPORT 

Sieve Collins. World Boxing Organisation super-middleweight champi- 
on. stunned the sport by announcing his retirement. 


Ruth Picardie service 


A memorial service celebrating the life of the In- 
dependent's former journalist Ruih Picardie will 
be held on Monday 6 October at Conway Hall, 
25 Red Lion Square. London WCJ. at i lam. 
Ruth, who died of cancer last week, leaving a hus- 
band and two young twins, was one of the best 
and most widely loved journalists we had. 



Trevor Rees-Jones. only survivor of the accident which 
killed Diana. Princess of Wiles, is expected to leave 
hospital in Paris shortly and go home to Britain. 

Meanwhile, evidence emerged suggesting a sec- 
ond car was involved in the accident Earlier yesterday 
Mr Rees-Jones. 29, bad a second interview with de- 
tectives investigating the crash on 31 August. 

But the bodyguard, who suffered head and chest 
injuries, is suffering from partial and possibly tem- 
porary amnesia. It is understood Judge Herve 
Stephan, leading the criminal investigation into the 
accident, has no objection to him leaving France, 
suggesting investigators have little hope he will re- 
cover his memory in the near future. 

It was hoped Mr Rees-Jones might be able to shed 
light on the role of photographers pursuing the Mer- 
cedes and say whether, as now suspected, there was 
a glancing collision with a slower-moving car. Parts 
of the tail light of a Fiat Uno were found near the 
crash scene. It emerged yesterday that paint samples 
taken from a graze on the right side of the Mercedes 
were also from a Fiat Uno. John Ikhfieki 


David Blunkett has learned the hard way. Ask a soup 
opera for help promoting your education crusade 
and don’t be surprised if the result is a little racier 
than the Open University. 

In response to a request from the education und 
employment secretary, Channel 4 s Hmttkside agreed 
to introduce a storyline involving teaching to its mix 
of drama and social comment. Perhaps unfortunately 
for Mr Blunkett. the character chosen to illustrate 
the theme is Jimmy Corfcill, the soap’s resident ne'er 
do wcCL who has bluffed his way on to a teacher train- 
ing course using falsified qualifications. 

The development so alarmed the Teacher Train- 
ing Agency, responsible for maintaining the image 
of the profession, that it has written to Brookside pro- 
ducer Ric Mctlis urging sensitivity in the treatment 
of “the teacher-training issue". 

The letter, from 7TA head of communications Do- 
rian Jabri. appeals to the soap's producers us “re- 
sponsible film-makers" to remember that “teaching 
is one of the most important professions in the coun- 
try". Lucy Ward. Education Correspondent 


The National Health Service Executive Is accused today of issuing mis- 
leading guidance to health authorities and GPs on the use of cholesterol- 
lowering drugs. 

Health economists at the University of York and at Warwickshire health 
authority say the national guidance calls for a level of treatment that is 
unachievable, fails to state the likely heneh'ts and ignores Lhe question of 
cost effectiveness. In the British Medical Journal, the authors say rbat in 
Warwickshire's case, the use of such drugs in line with the guidance would 
cast £8m. one fifth of the total drugs hudgei. They say the NHS Execu- 
tive’s advice is “simply inadequate.” Jeremy Laumnce, Health Editor 




TO.U.RJ5I.RAT.ES.. 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2. M2 
19.53 
57.42 
2.167 
0.818 
10.64 
9.34 
178 
442.44 
12.10 
1.07 


Italy (lira) 

Japan (yen) 

Malta (lira) 

Netherlands (guilders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Turkey (lira) 

USA ($) 


2742 

192.91 

0.611 

i) 3.12 
11.24 
- 281.34 

234.44 
11.98 
2.29 
2685.02 
1.57 

Sourer Thomas Cook 
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If you are planning 
a baby, start here 


ZITS 


by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 
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Worldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet, extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy 
FOLIC ACID is vital to the development of 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
of 400mcg folic 


- acid, along with 
a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy 

Pregnacare replaces your usual 
multivitamin. It is recommended from 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding. 

So, if you’re already pregnant or could 
be soon, start with Pregnacare 
right now. 
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7.30 FOR 8 


by Chris Priestley 


Vregnacare 

'ONE-A-DAY CAPSULES 
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Developed by experts for 
before and during pregnancy 


AvaflaUe from Boots stores Tesco. Superdrug, chentfsn, 
health lood saves and Hofland & Barrett 
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£4.95 per month’s supply. 
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doubt raised 

as nurse tells of 
second murder at 
Saudi hospital 


Cl 


Details are emerging of the 
murder of a second nurse at the 
hospital where Yvonne Gilford 
was beaten and stabbed. While 
- Deborah Parry and Lucille 
McLauchlan protest their 
innocence over her killing, Steve 
Boggan examines chilling 
similarities between the two 
murders. 


When they found Liberty de Guzman, she 
had been beaten, strangled, slabbed and 
left for dead in her room at the King Rihd 
Military Medical Centre in Dhahran. 

It is a case the Saudis do not like to talk 
abouL When The Independent asked about 
it a week ago. no details were forthcom- 
ing. No one at the hospital would discuss 
it; neither would Saudi journalists. 

Yesterday, however, a nurse who used 
to work at the hospital came forward and 
told how Mrs de Guzman met tier death 
in similar drcumstanccs to Yvonne G Ilford. 
Furthermore, she described how Mrs de 
Guzman's husband was arrested for her 
murder and was later found dead in a 
prison cell. 

Incredibly, he was supposed to have 
committed suicide by repeatedly banging 
his head on a washbasin. 

The murder, in 19M4, was described by 
Sharon Markula. 28, who now lives in Bris- 
bane. Australia. She spoke out following 
a television programme in which Rosemary 
Kidman, another nurse who had worked 
in Saudi Arabia, announced - without 
any hard evidence - that she believed Deb- 
orah Parry. 38, and Lucille McLauchlan, 
31, had killed 55-year-old Ms Gilford 
last December. 


I 



Murder victim Yvonne Gilford: ‘Her 
death is like a copycat killing 


However, far from throwing her weight 
behind Ms Kidman's assertion, she gave de- 
tails of a theory of her own - one which 
had at least some evidence to support it. 

In an interview with Scotland’s Daily 
Record , Ms Markula, who worked at die 
hospital for two years, said that Ms Gilford, 
a fellow Australian, had been harassed by 
security guards in the weeks before her 
death; so had Mrs de Guzman. 

She said both w omen had received large 
amounts of back pay before they were mur- 
dered. Both had been beaten and slabbed; 

Mrs de Guzman, a Filipina. was strangled, 

Ms Gilford was suffocated. And she 
claimed that a security guard had “gone 
missing" shortly after each death. 

“The British girls arc innocent - a killer 
is still on the loose," she said. “I always 
thought the murderer would strike agyrn. 
Yvonne's death is like a copycat kiUmg. 

It has to be the same person whos 
responsible." 

Lawyers acting for the British nurses 
have imposed a news blackout while they 
negotiate over “blood money with Frank 
Gilford Ms Gilford's brother. 

Ms McLauchlan has already been 
found guilty 1 and sentenced to eight 
in prison and 500 lashes but Ms Party sull 
awaits her fate. If she is found guilty of “in- 
tentional murder*”. Mr Gilford's acceptance 
of blood money will prevent her being be- 
headed. 

Sources close to the nurses say ihe 
lawyers were aware of the ease and were 
shocked by it- But they were refused per- 
mission ic. refer to it or to present any oth- 
er evidence at the women’s trial. 

Ms Markula. 28, said Ms de Guzman s 
husband was arrested for her murder and 
died six weeks later. Staff at the hospital 
did not believe he killed her as he was at 
the compound security gate at the time of 

the murder. . , _ 

“Liberty was living in fear Realise her 
room had been broken into wtce. said Ms 
Markula. “She was terrified because only 
the security guards had a copy of the room 
key- Someone had got m and left 
cigarette butt in her kitchen It was lea 
calling card to warn her she was being 
watched. The same thing happened to 
Yvonne and she was keeping a dia^of 
the break-ins and weird phone calls before 

Sh Ms Markula said staff atthe hoqntaLun- 
deretood that a bank card suppos^jMj^ 
en from Ms Gilford’s room and used after 
her murder.actually went missing a month 

before she was killed. ■ . 

Senior officials al the Saudi Arabian em- 
bassy in London denied knowledge of 
de Guzman’s murder yesterday. - . 

A written request for further informa- 
tion was ignored. ; 
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shop, but rather, the multi-bil- 
lion dollar investment bank. 
Goldman Sachs. The bankers 
who normally spend every wak- 
ing hour slaving for £lm Christ- 
mas bonuses had hung up their 
Savile Row suits and switched 
off their mobiles for a day. 
Eveiyone, from secretary to 
chairman, was in the grip of a 
sudden gust of corporate com- 
passion. Instead of buy, buy, 

buy, it was give, give, give. 

To the 10, II, and 12 -year- 
olds who participated in Gold- 
man Sachs’ sports day, it wp a 
PE paradise. For the first time 
in their lives, they had skipping 

Golden sacias , ano ^ HSjJjjJSieSS 
p^ptnp^a'tehmne told wh o 

-They [the adultsl were kmd to 
us,” said AbL nine. “They nev- 
er shouted at us.” 


Every employ®® of the 

investment bank 
Goldman Sachs will be 
given a day off this month 
to do charity work. Clare 
Gamer joined a group of 
bankers, including the 
chairman, Peter 
Sutherland, at a sports 
day in south London. 


The thank you card designed by 
the children read: “Thank U 
Golden Sacks”, and the im- 


inesioiy u* **** _Y . 

whose lives were transformed 

by “a company down the road . 

The company in question 
was not the friendly comer 


This is, perhaps, more of a 
compliment than it sounds. 
Many of these children suffer 
routine abuse, neglect and vi- 
olence at the hands of adults 
and, were it not for Kid's Com- 
pany, the Southwark-based 
charity which hosted the sports 
day, they might well give up. 

Their teachers were as- 
tounded - not so much by the 
range of games and quality of 
equipment, but by the change 
in their behaviour. “The kids are 
responding so well," said Rob- 
bie Devlin, a fifth form teacher. 
“Darren has been refusing to 
come to class lately. Today, 
he’s like a different boy. Td say 
this has been a revolutionary ex- 
perience for these children - to 
discover that there are adults 
that are interested in them. 

The screams of exhilara- 
tion in Burgess Park adventure 


playground in Southwark, 
could be heard from some dis- 
tance. On drawing closer, H be- 
came dear that the bankers 
were making as much noise as 
the children. They willed their 
team to win and ran for their 
life - as if their next muUi-bU- 
lion deal depended on the out- 
come of the egg and spoon race. 

There were six teams and 
each team member wore a T- 
shirt with a letter from the word 
“United" on it. On their backs 
was a word: "IT stood for "Un- 
derstanding”, “N” formation . 
T for “International", “T' iot 
-T rust”, “E” for “Equal" and 
“D" for "Determination". 

Goldman Sachs has not 
sought publicity for its chanty 
work. A spokesman said that 
the scheme was dual-purpose: 
to give something back to com- 
munities and cement the com- 


pany’s strong team spirit, and 
added: “We are not unique in 
doing this.” But what is unique, 
is the scheme's global scale. Sev- 
en thousand five hundred of the 
bank’s 10,000 world-wide staff 
have signed up for a days 
charity work this month. There 
are 1,250 volunteers from the 
London office alone. 

One young investment 
banker, who was practising his 
golf swing in the courtyard, said 
he was glad of the opportuni- 
ty. “My work is quite intense, 
with long hours and a lot of 
travelling ... You lose focus on 
things like this. It's good to get 
a proper balance on reality be- 
cause. as you know, the City 
isn't always the most real 
place." 

Donations lo fads Company can 
be sent to: 40 Barforth Road, 
Nonhead, London, SE15 3PS. 



NT 

>AY 

997 


are 

cri- 

jt it 
line 
ors* 

itish 
i for 
the 
wer 

• the 

;for 
hich 
n.If 
s or 
Jbe 
anly 

:t at 
ight 

* up 
r-16 
rur- 
juns 
nof 

nof 

ally 

rise 

ting 

5 83 
on- 

ade 

a 

en- 

art- 

blic 

vay 

the 

nii- 

eri- 

ing 

ran 

•ice 

be 

set 

vOI 

;nt 

di- 

Dre 

3m 

ire 


it. 

i^i,- 


i 

i 


* 


V 




> .» 

t) 


I 


£1.17 


£6.46 

Cellnet 


iS-fer 5 /fi 


ft 

& 



Yu tVf: 



¥ 




Prices and savings are 


based on ^n t er n atio ^la, call service please phone ; 





r 


//ST 


. t. 

t.. 

' C 




.V 


ii-irywer, age-w nexr wrtnaay, TQ^yey perTod of" raver, costs from £6^73. ' ’ 

" 4,r * - " I ' k - ' . 




THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 
3 OCTOBER. 




4/NEWS 


\ 


3 

71 

lit 

ui 


Ca.ll for CS spray 
inquiry after 

death verdict 


\ 


A jury brought a verdict 
of unlawful killing on a 
handcuffed man who 
died shortly after being 
sprayed in the face by a 
police officer with CS 
spray. Jason Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, looks 
at the implications. 


An urgent inquiry into the 
safely of CS spray, at present 
used by most police forces in 
Britain, was urged by a coroner 
yesterday, following the latest 
death in custody. 

An unlawful killing verdict 
was brought in the case of 
Ibruhima Sey. 29, who died 
soon after being sprayed in the 
face with CS despite being sur- 
rounded by police officers and 
having his hands chained be- 
hind his back. 

This brought an immediate 
response from two Scottish 
forces. Easterhouse and 
Duadee, who have suspended 
trials of the spray. Govern- 
ment lawyers wflj now decide 
whether to bring a criminal 
prosecution against any of the 
Metropolitan Police officers 

involved. 

Mr Sey, a mentally ill father 
of two, was arrested in March 
Last year after his wife called the 
police to their home. 

He was taken to Ilford po- 
lice station, east London, where 
a struggle broke out and the 18- 
stone Mr Sey was forced to the 
ground and handcuffed. The 
struggle continued with up to 
eight officers and PC Jackie 
Cannon sprayed him in the face 
from about six feet Mr Sey was 
then taken to a custody suite, 
laid face down on the floor and 
searched until one officer re- 
alised he had stopped breath- 
ing. 

The jury at Snaresbrook, 
east London, who returned a 
7-2 majority verdict of unlawful 


k^Ungs, beard that Mr Sey died 
as a result of asphyxia duo to be- 

restrained and because of a 
mental Alness known as excit- 
e d delirium. The coroner said 
reports suggested the CS spray 
was not the cause of death. 

Dr Harold Price, the coro- 
ner, said there was an urgent 
need to examine the use of 
CS and the solvent with 
which it was mixed to make the 
spray. 

He said: “The use of CS 
spray should be reviewed by all 
police forces. The guidelines for 
its use in the first place and the 
verbal warning given should be 
explored.” 

Since the introduction of CS 
sprays in August last year there 
have been growing concerns 
about the safety of the hand- 
held devices which cause 
streaming eyes and nose and 
breathing difficulties. Two chief 
constables are refusing to arm 
their officers with CS spray be- 
cause of the possible side- 
effects. 

But a spokesman few the As- 
sociation of Chief Police Offi- 
cers said last night that they had 
no plans to review the use of CS 
spray, which he said had great- 
ly reduced the number of at- 
tacks on officers and the public. 
Scotland Yard, however, is now 
examining the use of CS fol- 
lowing the inquest. 

Mr Sey’s widow. Amic. said 
yesterday: “I knew these peo- 
ple killed him. He needed to be 
taken to hospital not for them 
to kill him. The verdict means 
justice but it will never repay the 
loss of my husband.” 

The CPS will now consider 
whether any police officers 
should be prosecuted. They 
are at present reconsidering de- 
cisions not to prosecute the of- 
ficers involved in the deaths of 
Shiji Lapite, a Nigerian who 
died in north London in 1994. 
and Richard O'Brien, an Irish- 
man who died in south London 
in the same year. 



An a rtis t' s impression of the City Tower planned for the centre of Birmingham 

Second city’s tower dreams 


Plans were unveiled yesterday 
for a £300ra development 
which would include Britain's 
second- tallest skyscraper. The 
Arena Central scheme would 
create a “new international 
landmark” for Birmingham, 
towering 656ft <200 metres) 
over Centenary Square in the 
bear! of the West Midlands city, 
the developers Hampton Trust 
said. 

The heart of the develop- 
ment is the City Tower, which 
would soar above the rSOOft In- 
ternational Finance Centre - 
formerly the NatWcst Tower - 
in the City of London. But it 
would still be dwarfed bv the 
tower at Canary Wharf, in 
Docklands, east London, wh ich 
reaches 800ft at its peak. 

Included in the plans, com- 


prising more than one million 
square feet of lettable space, arc 
a 400-bedroom hotel, residen- 
tial apartments, offices, an ice 
rink, cinema, sports centre, 
casino and theme rides. 

Graeme Jackson, the Hamp- 
ton Trust's chairman and chief 
executive, said that Arena Cen- 
tral would become Birming- 
ham's leisure “jewel in the 
crown”. “Arena Central will 
create for Birmingham a centre 
of excellence for leisure, arts and 
entertainment.” he said. 

The development would 
provide a home for the Birm- 
ingham Film Theatre and pro- 
posed National Asian Film 
Institute, as well as Britain's first 
100-seat city centre interactive 
theme ride. 

A complex called the Twi- 


light Zone would include a 
Las Vegas-style theatre-restau- 
rant, casino, nightclubs and 
restaurants. A Targe “water 
feature” in the centre of the de- 
velopment wAl be equipped to 
be frozen at any time of year for 
use as an ice rink. And City 
lower itself would house a ho- 
tel, apartments and offices. 

The plans must be approved 
by Birmingham City Council 
before work can begin, but 
they have already won plaudits 
from the authority's deputy 
leader Councillor Bryan Bird. 

“I am delighted to see this 
proposal, ft will add to the at- 
tractions of the Broad Street 
area, bringing new visitors, new 
jobs, new residents and a 
greater international image.” 

— JojoMoyes 


Porter opens challenge to - : 

Westminster surcharge " ; 

There » nothing wrong with local authorities 
motivated policies provided they an? justifiable on local government ... 
grounds, the High Court heard yesterday. , 

Dame Shirley Porter and four former colleagues from West- 
minster Council were beginning their legal challengetoa £3^? 

surcharge over the “Homes for Votes' affair, a case which could > 

have serious implications for local government. 

Anthony Scrivener QC representing Dame Shirley Porter, yes- - 
terday accused John Magill. the district auditor, of] having uus- ...••• 
conceived the role of politics in local government” m accusing .; - 
the former leader of Westminster City Council of disgraceful - - 
and improper gerrymandering" in his final report issued lastyear. . k 

Mr Scrivener said that Mr MagUl's decision to hold Dame ; 9 
Shirley and her colleagues liable to repayment of £31.6m for ai- • - 
leeed council losses had exposed them to * financial ruin . 

He said: “It is true that Shirley Porter’s father was the most - 
successful barrow-boy of all time, building up the Tfesco empire, - - . 

but £31 m is a massive sum for anyone. I • \ 

Mr Magill - who sat in the back row of the court yesterday 
but who will not give evidence during the five-week healing - _ - 
reported last year on Westminster's attempts between 19S7.and : 
1989 to win votes in marginal wards by moving council tenants - 
and selling homes cheaply under the right-to-buy scheme. 

But Mr Scrivener said: “We would suggest that improving con- - . 
ditions in marginal wards has been a frequent and legitimate tac- . 
tic by ruling parties in local government as tong as there were 
also local government grounds for doing so. - 

Dame Shirley is expected to give evidence in the case for the 
first time on Monday. Her fellow appellants are former council 
deputy leader David Weeks; former housing committee chair- ■ 
man Peter Hartley; former managing director Bill Phillips, and 
Graham England', Westminster's former housing director. 

— Ian Burrell 


Straw confirms plans for 
corporate killing legislation 

Government plans for company directors to face charges of “cor- 
porate killing” were confirmed yesterday by Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, who said that those whose criminal negligence caused 
the deaths of innocent people should not escape punishment . 

John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, also backed the 
move, reported exclusively in The Independent yesterday, saying 
that people were concerned about safety on the railways because 
private companies were driven by profit. Personal injury lawyers 
said the planned reform, based on recommendations from the 
Law Commission fast year, was long overdue. 

Andrew Tucker, a senior personal injury partner with the 
Sheffield law firm Irwin Mitchell, who acted for bereaved fami- 
lies after the Zcebrugge. King's Cross. Clapham and Marchioness 
disasters, said: “It will force directors to become aecountableand 
take health and safety very seriously or face heavy fines.” There 
have only been two successful prosecutions for “corporate" 
manslaughter, but these both involved small, one-man companies! " 

The Association of Personal Injury Lawyers said the old law 
was unworkable because of the need to prove that oae person, 
the “controlling mind” of the corporation, caused the deaths. 

— Patricia Wynn Davies, Legal Affairs Editor 
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Rupees handout may save 
the lost daughters of India 


India has 40 million fewer women 
than it would have, if the sexual 
balance had been left to nature. 
What has happened to this 
population the six© of that of 
England and Whies? Most were 

aborted; many were killed after 
birth. An anxious government 
now plans to reward couples for 
having daughters. Peter Popham 
asks if it can change the course of 
a horrifying battle of the sexes. 


The Indian government chose yesterday, 
Mahatma Gandhi's birthday and a national 
holiday, to launch a modest 720 million ru- 
pee (£12.4m) scheme to give the daughters 
of the nation’s poorest f amil ies hope of a 
better start in life. 

Families throughout the country earn- 
ing less than 1 1,000 rupees (£190) per year 
and who produce a daughter will be re- 
warded with a payment of 500 rupees - 
rather less than £9. They will also gel fi- 
nancial incentives to encourage them to 
send their daughters to school, 
o The reasons the government has 
stepped in are brutally simple. The arrival 
of a daughter can be a financial disaster. 

A male heir is needed to carry on the fam- 
ily name. A girt by contrast, is considered 
“another family's wealth", and the demands 
for a big dowry, though forbidden by the 
Anti-Dowry Act, can often ruin poorer fam- 
ilies or those with several daughters. 

The dowry threat induces many fami- 
lies to forestall the problem in more or less 
barbaric ways. In parts of poor states like 
Bihar, there are still said to be midwives 
who specialise in strangling girl babies at 
birth. Elswehere women go to respectable 
dimes for the amniocentesis test: ostensi- 
bly used to test for genetic defects, but in 
India almost invariably to check the baby s 
sex. If it’s a girl, abortion often follows soon 
’ll afterwards. _ 

The government says that in a study or 
8 000 abortions carried out after amnio- 
centesis in Bombay, 7,999 of the foetuses 
were female. In this way India’s tradition- 
al imbalance between the sexes has got 


worse: in 1901 there were 972 females for 
eveiy 1,000 males, but 90 years on there were 
only 927. Three years ago sex determina- 
tion tests were banned by law, but they con- 
tinue unabated. 

Supposing the daughter makes it out of 
the womb, her prospects are still poor com- 
pared to those of her brothers. In the coun- 
tryside, even if boys go to school the girls 
are likely to be kept behind to help in the 
ho use — which helps to account for the fact 
that female illiteracy is 60 per cent, while 
male is 35 per cent. 

The woes continue into adulthood, with 
the dowry burden and related tenors: the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef) 
reported recently that 5.000 Indian women 
every year are burned to death by their in- 


THE MISSING 
MILLIONS 


The Indian government announced a 
ban on tests to determine whether an 
expectant mother is carrying a boy or 
a girl after census-takers recorded an 
alarming drop in India’s female popula- 
tion. Worid-wide, for every 100 men, 
there are 105 women; in India, the av- 
erage fen to 93 women for every 100 
men, but in some regions there are 
fewer than 85 per 100. 

Unicef, in a recent report, stated: 
“There is perhaps no more shameful 
statistic than the fact that some 40 to 
50 million girls and women are ‘miss- 
ing* from the Indian population." One 
Bombay hospital that carried out sex 
tests on foetuses asked patients to 
report back if they had undergone 
abortions and whether the foetus was 

a boy or a girl. Social workers discov- 
ered that, for every aborted male, 
there were 1.000 aborted females.^ 
Female infanticide was banned by 
the British in India back in 1870. but 

the practice persists. It Is not only the 

poor who resort to infanticide. 

Unicef contends that in Haryana and 
Punjab, two rich fanning states, the 
ratio is about 87 women to 100 men. 


laws in retribution for their families fafl- 
urc to provide sufficient dowry. 

However, the government scheme is 
flawed because it is in the poorest parts ot 
the countryside, where it could do most 
good, that corruption is rife and the mon- 
ey is likely to end up in the wrong hands. 
Even if it goes to families with baby girls, 
there is no way of ensuring that it is tne 
baby girls who will benefit. Boys, it is still 
almost universally believed, matter more. 

It is nevertheless a Grst step: the first 
time after years of worthy talk that the In- 
dian govern me nl has pul a little money 
where its mouth is. “In India we've been 
talking about the girl-child for a decade, 
about the necessity of uplifiment, said 
Vhnita Nathani. director of a prrvaic or- 
ganisation involved with gender issues m 
poor villages near the capital. . 

“But this is the first time the authori- 
ties have pledged money." 

Historically the position of women in 
Hindu society was extremely gnm, from 
uncertain birth to a fiery death in sen on 
the funeral pyre of the lord and master. San 
was abolished in the 19th century (though 
a case of an attempted son was reported 
in Rajasthan just last week). But in many 
other respects the position of women has 
hardly advanced at all. “If a boy is born, 
there is happiness.” explains the govern- 
ment’s advertisement launching the scheme 
in today’s Hindustan Timas. “If a girl is 

bom, there is sorrow.” . „ , 

Against this great wall or prejudice and 
discrimination, the government s new 
scheme could weU have all the npet of 
a peashooter. But women who work on the 
girl-child problem in poor communities 
gave it a cautious welcome yesterday. If 
Se money reaches the people it s meant 
to reach in the interior, said Vanita 
Nathani, "it will be useful. In a city bkel>^ 
hi, 500 rupees means nothing. In themte- 
rior it is significant But it s onty a step, 
also need a proper educational mfra- 
stmeture in the interior, proper schools and 
teachers and incentives to motivate peo- 
ple to send their children to schewt 

But fortbesegpod things to happen the 

first battle has to be won in the womb. And 
fto tfaisUhe govemment’suew 

tilt the odds slightly in favour of the girl 
child’s survival 
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China takes 
on parental 
prejudice 

“Mothers, take your daughters 
home!" read one headline in a CHn 
newspaper over a story about twoa^m 
dotted baby girls- There are no “ 
nanrial incentives in China 
families which embrace then unwanwdw 
male children,but there has been 
propaganda campaign over recent? 1 ^ 
persuade parents that a girl is as mudi a 

blessing as a boy. „ 

In the cities, where the one child po 

ssssssssss 

alive ty backward areas, hospitals hareuj 
tra-sound scanners which atom 
mothers to determine the sex ofthe 
tus, although the central government out 

by neglect and abandonment of gtrlsw^n 

Sey Ire born. But many girls aresm^y 
not registered at birth, and sent ^distant 
relatives, so that the couple can try for a 

tributed to a sex ratio birth 
around 117 boys born to every 100 
In many rural areas, thebtprt^n 

shifted to offer farmers “economy 
JthS abide by China’s family 
rules - regardless of a child’s sex. to the 
countiysit^fmnily planning is 
be intimated with rural dBVdfljpaa^- 
jects and schemes to mcrease farmers m 
comes. Rural households which obeyed 
family planning rules are supposed to be 
given priority in getting toms, "Mtena^ 
technical assistance, and social welfare from 

the local government. But the refonM f^- 

ther penalise the poorest families which 
workers SiegWFSP have too mauy chDdmL 

poster in Bombay 
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Trust vote 
keeps b>an on 
stag hunting 


Stag hunting with hounds 
will stay banned on 
National Trust land. The 
trust’s decision last night 
will boost the campaign 
to ban fox hunting over 
its next few crucial 
months, explains Nicholas 
Schoon, Environment 
Correspondent. 


When the National Trust de- 
cided that stag hunting was 
cruel and unjustifiable earlier 
this year, those who had long 
fought aO hunting with hounds 
sensed victory was near. A 
huge conservative and coun- 
tryside-loving organisation with 
more than 2 million mostly 
middle-class members bad fi- 
nally seen the light. 

The trust’s decision in April 
followed research commissioned 
from a leading antmnl behaviour 
expert at Cambridge Universi- 
ty. After a two-year study. Pro- 
fessor Patrick Bateson 
concluded that pursuit by dogs 
and people on horseback was 
grossly stressful, exhausting and 
agonising for the red deer of De- 
von and Somerset. 

The council swiftly agreed 
and banned stag hunting - but 
not fax hunting - on all of its 
land. The move came as Labour 
was sweeping to victory during 
the election campaign with a 
manifesto pledge to allow a free 
vote in Parliament on ba nnin g 
all hunting with hounds. 

So the tide seemed to be 
running strongly in favour of the 
abolitionists. But then six peo- 
ple representing the slag 
hunters and National Trust ten- 
ants mounted a legal challenge. 


siting a judicial review against 
the trust’s decision. 

Meanwhile, Labour’s com- 
mitment to providing enough 
parliamentary time for a Private 
Member’s B01 banning hunting 
to be passed came into question. 
And in the summer the pro- 
blood sports lobby mounted a 
huge rally against that Bill in 
Hyde Park in central London. 

The High Court judge at tbe 
judicial review hearing in Au- 
gust said the trust’s original de- 
cision had been “rushed to say 
the least”. Mr Justice Robert 
Wilker refused the pro-hunters 
an injunction which would al- 
low hunting to resume on trust 
land, but said the trust's coun- 
cil should think again. 

AH through yesterday af- 
ternoon the trust did - and then 
stuck with the ban. unani- 
mously. In a statement after- 
wards, the trust said it had 
carefully considered criticisms 
of its earlier decision and gone 
over all the factors involved. It 
accepted that deer have to be 
culled in the absence of natur- 
al predators, but believes shoot- 
ing them is far more humane. 

Yesterday, the animal wel- 
fare groups backing the anti- 
hunting Bill welcomed the 
reaffirmation of the ban. “The 
hunters have been desperate to 
criticise Professor Bateson’s 
report,” said Graham Siri, of die 
League Against Cruel Sports. 

The report will be used to 
support MP Michael Foster's 
anti-hunting Bill, which re- 
ceives its crucial second read- 
ing in the House of Commons 
at the end of November. But the 
professor himself has said that 
just because stags suffer agonies 
in being hunted, it does not 
prove foxes do. too. 



Activist 

locks 


No Trust: Members of the Quantock Stag Hunt, who have had to find new ways of pursuing their activities 


Photograph: David Rose 


Pet passports may replace rabies laws 


Britain's tough anti- 
rabies laws could be 
replaced by passports 
for pets, immunisation 
and micro-chips by the 
end of 1998. Cofrn Brown , 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
that Lord Rothermere 
and Chris Patten will be 
pleased. 


Animal welfare groups led by 
the RSPCA yesterday warmly 
welcomed tbe first step towards 
replacing Britain’s six-month 
quarantine requirements for 
pets with an updated system of 
“pet passports" backed up by 
compulsory vaccination against 
rabies. 

The Government Green 
Paper published yesterday said 
the new checks could be in place 
in late 1998. if action is agreed. 


There was heavy briefing that 
no decision had been reached, 
but ministers are expected to 
opt for legislation requiring 
pets to be vaccinated against 
rabies, the use of micro-chip im- 
plants to identify the animals, 
blood tests and certificates to 
prove they are clear of the 
deadly viral disease. 

U could enable travellers 
heading for European Union 
countries such as France and 


Italy to take their pets with them 
on holiday for die first time. The 
cost of the new checks would be 
borne by pet owners, but it 
could prove cheaper and less 
stressful for pets and their own- 
ers than holding the animals in 
quarantine kennels for six 
months, which can cost up to 
£1.300 per pet 

Announcing the consulta- 
tion paper. Jack Cunningham, 
the agriculture minister, told the 


Labour Party conference in 
Brighton that no changes would 
be introduced unless they were 
as effective in combating rabies 
as the present system. 

“It is time to take a fresh 
look at our quarantine laws,” 
said Dr C unningham, a dog 
lover himself “But any new sys- 
tem must be at least as effective 
in protecting the British people 
as the system we have had in 
place for most of this century.” 


A woman animal-rights pro:' 
tester was continuing to defy . - 
bailiffs’ attempts to remoye 
her after spending hec sedoqd V , 
night shut in a steel safe i in- | * 

derground. 1 '•••/ 

The 24-year-old woman, 
who calls bersdf “Greta”, s the .. 

. last of 20 demonstrators who: 

. occupied a camp in a small ' 
wood outside "tbe gates of ■ 
Huntingdon Life Sciences . 
chemical research centre near 
Huntingdon, Cambs. B afliffc 
and police moved in to clear the. 
camp early, on Tuesday after . 

HLS obtained a High Court ' 
eviction order last week. 

Several demonstrators had ' 
to be cut free after, chaining 
themselves to iron blocks em- 
bedded in the ground or at- 
' raching themselves to a tree.- ' 

Greta, who says she has wa- 
ter but no food, moved into fee 
5ft by 3ftsteel safe when’baflife ’ 
arrived and said she would . * 
move into an underground tun- - - 
nelifneedbe. 

Cambridgeshire Under- 
Sheriff Herbert Robertson said 
his staff were working slowly to ~ 
ensure that she was not hurt - 
Oxygen was being pumped in. - 

The laboratories have been 
a target for the animal rights 
movement for marry years. 

There has been renewed - 
focus on tbe company since a • 
Channel 4 documentary in 
March. 

workers, who have now 
left the company, admitted 
cruelty and were given com-. . 
munity service orders' by mag- 
istrates as a result of the £> i 
documentary. 

The Home Office has 
warned the company that it 
could lose its licence if stan- 
dards were not improved. 
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Sodexho alliance and Mar ri ° t t ^e^ businesses 

TO MERGE THEIR FOOD SERVICE AND FACILITI 

IN NORTH AMERICA. 


* SODEXHO ALLIANCE and MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, Inc. announced 
entered into a definitive agreement to combine SODEXHO’* North Amen^n o^uons 
(SODEXHO NORTH AMERICA) with MARRIOTTs food service and facilities manag 
business (MARRIOTT MANAGEMENT SERVICES). 

The combined company, SODEXHO MARRIOTT SERVICES, Inc. will be 

of food and facilities management services in North America, wi ove ^ * N Y k stock 
annual sales in excess of USD 4 billion. It is expected to be listed on the New York Stock 

Exchange. 

The merger between SODEXHO NORTH AMERICA and MARRIOTT MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES is expected to be completed in early 1998. 

MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL shareholders will own 51 
the Marriott family holding approximately 10 percent) and SO 

of SODEXHO MARRIOTT SERVICES. ALLIANCE 

Both Pierre BELLON, Chairman and Chief Executive officer of SODEXH MARRIQTT 
and J.W. MARRIOTT, Jr, Chairman and Chief Executive, officer of 
INTERNATIONAL, Inc. said they expect the planned transacts 
value for their stakeholders. . - 

“SODEXHO ALLIANCE, already leader in the Eu ^ pe ^ ° d our presence 

worldwide leadership” said Pierre ® E L^^’J2^^COT e MANA G EMENT SERVICES is an 
in the attractive North American market. MARMO Qyfth opportunities created 

excellent strategic fit for us and we are excited abo i? cept ional customer service, 
by the merger. Both organizations share a commitmen people”, 

shareholder value creation, commitment and opportunity ^ focused 

“The merger provides MARRIOTT shareholders an one ?J^^ a ^ ) ^ r ^ eilted ^j .W. MARRIOTT, 
contract services company with excellent growth prosp ®^ J ba i we are extremely pleased 
“With the industry consohda^and^^^ ^ost successfuU contract 

to be aligned with SODEXHO ALLIANCE, one 
services organizations in the world”. 

★ SODEXHO MARRIOTT SERVICES, Inc. 

The company will have » Smemb^oari^ including William SHAW, President 

- 2 nominated by MARRIOTT INTreKRAXl Inc., 

and Chief Operating Officer of MARRIOl l us BELLON 

- 3 nominated by SODEXHO ALLIANCE, “***?* mNAGEMENT SERVICES, 

- Charles D. O’DELL, currently Pread “^^ < ^^mainder of the Board. 

_ 2 independent American Directors selected jointly by the rem 

William SHAW will serve as Non Executive Chairman of e and LANDEL, 

Charles D. O’DELL wiU become President and ^ £ north AMERICA, will 

currently President andChief ^^^I^KVICES. 

become Executive Vice-President of SO MARRIOTT SERVICES will be 

Charles D. O’DELL and Michel V^^^LoJ^althcare and education markets in 
the top provider of contract services to the corpora! , 


Merger organization 


- — ” — 1 

Shareholders of 

Sodexho Alliance | 

Marriott Internationa), Inc. 

.j-i - ■■■ • w 

spin off 



Capital contribution 
USD 304 million 





Reduction in 
debt assumed. 

I USD 1.444 million 


(Future) 

Marriott International, Inc 

- lodging 

-senior living services 
-distribution services 


bination of the best food programs 
North America. Our ^ - 

TOhie-added*senioKwe 0 wUl be able to provide”.^^ empires of both MARRIOTT 
They are confident that as a J^^o^SfERICA will see enhanced carreer 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES and SODEXHO » 

development opportunities. G rinn ed to grow at above-average 

“cnnFXHO MARRIOTT SERVICES will be '"^5® ajor share of new business as 
rates ^aiSSel LANDEL, “We gains we can help them 

’!^i„»ri 0 ns recognise the cost savings and P® 1 O’DELL noted “]Oimng with 

O’DELL. “This will be a hi^y mOTTSEKVICES should increase its 
"g irTuy-In addition, SODEXHO c ’^SLources and systems integration", 
profitability through sharing best pra Tanu aiy 3, 1997, SODEXHO MARRIOTT 

On a proforma basis for the fiscal year earnings before interest expense, 

SERVICES would have had sales of USD 4.1 of USD 233 million. 

Some taxes, depreciation and amormanon (EBD^ „ expected to be 

Following the merger, total debt of SODEXHO MARRIOTT 

USD 1.25 billion. be accompanied by a capital 

For SODEXHO ALUANCE , finmidnf , of*. 

increase of approximately FF 2 billion mched short ly and the Bellon Group has 

This rights issue to shar ^Sbscribe for its share of such issue. 

indicated its intention to fully subS “ lbC MARRIOTT SERVICES in its financial 

** ^ on a 12 

SODEXHO ALUANCE will 

As a consequence of its stable »" d P r ^ c * Merest cover should be around 5 and 

3ir=asss==f-=-- 

* Other highlights of the transaction including approval by 

The definitive agreement is subject “ 0 f an affirmative ruling from the 

MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, I^h n structure and other regulatory approvals. 

Internal Revenue Service onthetrmi* ^ ^ food service 

Md“ taK ™ement operations in the ^^^^j^bnATIONAL, Inc. and 

Shareholding structure after merger 



SODEXHO MARRIOTT 
SERVICES. Inc 
North America 



Sodexho Alliance 


Shareholders of 
Marriott International. Inc* | 


, Marriott family is the major shareholder holding c 1 0K,. 


Company profiles 


* MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, Inc _ ooerating units in the United States 

^djew^UfalMding hospitality hotels operated and 

SS£S§^S£S 2 i§ 

r^ate^ZZS.OOOemployees. 


* SODEXHO ALLIANCE Operating in 62 countries its 142,000 

is the world leader in food and ™^“™^ es ses, hospitals, schools, nursmg and 
employees provide services for over 13,5(» unns ^ ^ world, 

retirement homes, prisons and remote a “ S .^ Voudje rs and Cards company with a range 
The group is also the world’s «“ndtogest^ ^ ^ home ^ces voucher, as well as 
Of products that includes restaurant, gift, gaso 

medication and other cards. innovative payment media that allows companies 

Sodexho Service Vouchers and Cards are 

to offer employees a tax free perquisite. international sporting events- 

ZZ* alio operates FR* 29 billion (USD 4.6 billion) 

Total sales for the SODEXHO ALUAN 
in fiscal 1997. 
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irl boxer pulls out of fight 


A boxing match betwen two 
teenage girts was cancelled 
yesterday following an outcry 
over the Amateur Boxing 
Association’s decision to support 
it- Steve Baggan says that although 

a battle was lost, for women 

boxers the war may just be 
starting. 


in ihc end. il wasn't an uppercut or a iab 
or a haymaker that floored Emma Bram- 
mer. It was the media attention and. for a 
13-year-old, there was no shame in rhaL 
bhe decided to call off her historic - 
some would say barbaric - fight against fel- 
low 13-year-old Andrea Prime after wide- 
spread criticism of the bout from boxere, 
commentators and doctors. 

it would have been the first fight sanc- 
lioncd by the Amateur Boxing Association 
tallowing a change in its rules earlier this 
week. The girls would have squared up last 
night jt a dub in Stoke-on-Trem but the 


growing media attention, bordering on the 
hysterical, proved too much for Emma. 

Her father, Derek Brammer, 42, from 
Stoke, a life-long supporter of boxing, end- 
ed the controversy with a brief statement. 

“I can confirm that she has withdrawn," 
he said. “All the adverse publicity sur- 
rounding the match has put loo much pres- 
sure on her. 

“She will not be giving up boxing. That 
is all I am prepared to say." 

The proposed fight had split the box- 
ing community. Many, like former British 
heavyweight champion Henry Cooper, 
called for it to be banned; others, like Bar- 
ry McGuigan, former featherweight cham- 
pion, said it would be sexist to deny 
women the right to box. 

The British Medical Assodation said 
simply that to allow women (o fight was “de- 
mented". It would, a spokesman said, give 
them equal rights as men to suffer brain 
damage. 

Rob Robertson, chairman of the Am- 
ateur Boxing Association, said he was dis- 
appointed by the decision to pull out. 

“I find it very sad that a young woman 


has been prevented from expressing her 
right to choose her sport because of some 
of the aggressive interviewing that has tak- 
en place. Really, she feels that the pres- 
sure is too great." 

However, he said many other women 
were clamouring to box. 

“It is not a question of us having to find 
women who want to take part in a match; 
in fact there are a thousand women in our 
clubs and they will do so. 

“It is a misrepresentation to say it is dan- 
gerous and for one spokesman to conclude 
it is barbaric is a travesty and not what we 
know amateur boxing to be." 

Andrea's father, Ken Prime, of Wigston, 
Leicester, said his daughter was “bitterly 
disappointed" that the fight bad been can- 
celled. But he said he would allow her to 
box as long as she wanted to. 

“I do not feel I have to defend myself 
over this," he added. 

“My daughter likes boxing and while she 
is enjoying it I am, allowing her to do it. 

“If she wanted to go horse riding then 
I would take her horse-riding, ft’s just 
the same.” 



Scores of original drawings and paintings done by Harmsen Van Der Beek for Enid Blyton’s Noddy books are to 
be auctioned at Sotheby’s in London on 29 October. These two pictures are expected to fetch up to £1,500 each.' 
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Fishermen presumed dead 
as search is called off 


An air and sea search for four 
fishermen missing in the North 
Sea was abandoned yesterday. 

A spokesman for Aberdeen 
coastguards said the decision 
was taken after consultation 
with the RAF and other rescue 
services. “All hopes have faded 
... Nothing has been sighted, 
just odd bits of wreckage that 
may or may not have come 
from the missing boat." 

The search was launched 
yesterday when the Peterhead- 
registered vessel Soppfinv sank 
in heavy seas 20 miles off the 
Aberdeenshire coast. Skipper 
Victor Robertson, 28, jumped 
to safety from the wbeelhouse 
of the boat and was later 
winched to safety by an RAF 
rescue helicopter. 

The search - involving two 


helicopters and a flotilla of 
fishing boats - found no trace 
of his four colleagues, Adam 
Stephen, 29, Robert Stephen, 
25, Victor Podlesny, 45, and 
Bruce Cameron, 32, all from 
Peterhead. 

Mr Robertson told rescuers 
that the boat was hit ty a mas- 
sive wave as it returned to Pe- 
terhead after a three-day 
fishing trip. 

In a statement released by 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, 
where he is recovering, Mr 
Robertson said: “I am devas- 
tated by the tragic events that 
overtook the Sapphire. 

“My thoughts are with the 
families of my friends and col- 
leagues... My sincere thanks go 
to all members of the rescue 
services." 


Silent monks go fast forward 
into the modem world 
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The monks of CaJdy, a tiny island two miles off the west Whies 
coast, are moving into the electronic age. 

They’re putting together a bid for Lottery cash to set up a video 
centre where at the press of a button the hundreds of summer 
visitors who make the 20-minute crossing from Tfcnby can see on 
screen life behind the monastery walls. Copies of the 20-minute 
video will also be on sale- 

Brother GDdas, the monks’ chief contact with the outside world, 
said yesterday: “We hear that many people have video machines 
and decided that this was the best way of explaining CaJdy - bel- 
ter perhaps than pamphlets." 

The 15 monks, aged between 45 and 80, are members of the 
Cistercian Order, a silent brotherhood where speech is restrict- 
ed to essentials. They lead an austere existence, rising at 3am 
for the first of seven daily services, or Offices as they are prop- 
erly called. They retire at 8pm. Some of the monks work on the 
monasteiy farm which provides much of their vegetarian diet, 
while others produce perfumes made from the wild flowers car- 
peting the aland. Tours of the monastery are strictly for men only. 

— Tony Heath 

Time up for bad teachers 


Teaching unions have approved 
plans for fast-track dismissal 
proceedings which will see staff 
who are so incompetent that 
they jeopardise children’s ed- 
ucation removed after four 
weeks if they foil to improve. 

A new framework for deal- 
ing with bad teachers, heads 
and deputies will also ensure 
those failing Jess drastically are 
sacked within two terms. 

The procedure, brokered 
by the conciliation service Acas, 
was formally agreed yesterday 
by a working party of repre- 
sentatives of readier unions, lo- 


cal education authorities, 
churches and governors. 

The procedure will now be 
passed to schools minister 
Stephen Byers for approval, and 
is likely to be adopted nation- 
wide. ft replaces a Jess formal 
system in which each LEA has 
its own agreed procedures, 
adopted by most school gov- 
erning bodies. The process ran 
drag on for up to two years. 

Doug McAvqy. leader of the 
National Union of Teachers, 
said: “This agreement offers 
protection for pupils and fair 
procedures for teachers.” 


The Stroke Exhibition & Sale 
of Art at The Royal Festival Hall 
4th - I Ith October 1997 

A unique exhibition of drawings, paintings and sculptures 
submitted by some of Britain’s most established artists 
together with works from artists who have suffered the shat- 
tering experience of stroke. 

Open every day 1 0.00am- 1 0.00pm 
Buyers preview Saturday 4th October 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Further InfermaticMuThe Stroke Association 01403 452941 
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Council goes 
in search of a 
future role 


llfilte- 


Do we need the Arts 
Council? Lord Gowrie’s 
resignation as chairman 
may presage its demise. 
David Lister, Arts News 
Editor, finds both 
government and leading 
figures in the arts 
sceptical about its 
usefulness. 


era 

Bookmakers do not tend to of- terj 
fer odds on matters as esoteric the 
as who will succeed Lord ast 
Gowrie as chairman of the Arts a n; 
Council. If they did, then car 
among the favourites would tin 
be another former Tory arts Gc 
minister David Mellor, the in: 
broadcaster Melvyn Bragg, the jus 
Labour peer and Sim produo thi 
er Lord Puttnam and Baroness als 
Smith, the widow of the former wi 
Labour leader John Smith. cfl 
These are the names being O 
touted in arts circles. Head- 
hunters are being employed at 
for the first time to find a suit- ^ 
able candidate. And the job mil g< 
be advertised for the first time r? 
to encourage open competition. s| 
Whether the organisation a 
the headhunted candidate will 
head has a future is less certain, u 
The Ministry of Culture's own t 
internal spending review will r 
look at whether an Arts Coun- i 
cfl is needed, a spokesman con- < 
finned last night. 1 

Much about the Arts Coun- : 
cfl sits uneasily with a Labour 
government committed to 
t bringing art to the people and 
removing elitism and privilege. 
R>r a start, the post of chairman 
is unpaid and virtually foil time, 
which means only wealthy peo- 
ple can afford to serve. The last 
two occupants, Lord Gowrie 
and Lord Palumbo, show the 
force of that argument 

It is understood that the 
Government is urgently con- 
sidering changing the chair- 
manship to a paid executive 
chairmanship to rectify this, a 
change which would mean 
amending a Royal Charter. 
Government sources said yes- 
terday that this change would 

i be made if a candidate came 

1 forward who would otherwise 
be excluded from taking up the 
post because of financial cir- 
cumstances. 

There has also been unease 
in government, openly ex- 
° . j i PKne Cmith. Secre- 


tti 

& 


publish only a summary, not the ||ip| 
foil report, leading to specula^ - H|j 
lion that it is attempting to hide 
criticism of itself. A spokes- HR 
woman would only say yester- Hg. 
day: “It is not usual for us to 
publish the foil reports in ap- Hi 
praisals of our clients.” 9H 

It has also been criticised for H| 
handing out large sums of mon- 1|| 

ey to venues run by people setv- Hi 

ing on its own advisory panels. 

Add to this government un- Hj 
ease about vast tranches of lot- 
teiy money being distributed by |H| 
the Council to institutions such H 
as the Royal Opera House with H 
a narrow audience base, and one 
can see that, in resigning “for en- 
tirely persona] reasons”,' Lord 
Gowrie may have been prescient 
in seeing a period of conflict not 
just with government but with 
the council’s own clients. He is 
aisn said to have been at odds 
with membeis of his own coun- 
cil, furious about the Royal 
> Opera House debacle. 

The Arts Council was set up 
i at the end of the Second World 
- "War and distributes £186m of 
11 government grant to institutions 
e ranging from the Royal Shake- 

I speare Company down to local 
n arts centres. It epitomises the 

II “arm's-length principle" by 
a. which a quango runs the na- 
il don's arts, and government is 
ill not allowed to interfere di- 
n- rectly, lest it start pronouncing 

n- on what is presented -a fear un 

likely to have much basis in re 
n- ality. 

ur Raymond Gubbay, the clas- 
to si cal music and opera promot- 
nd er, said yesterday: “You just 
je nee d a civil servant and a sec- 
'an retary on a wet Wednesday af- 
oe. temoon ticking off a list of arts 
;o- organisations. What else does 
ast the Arts Council do? It never 
-ne takes any far-reaching dea- 
Lhe sions. It’s all based on prece- 
dent. The companies that have, 
the money get more money. Bat ifs 
on- drastic far-reaching decisions 
air- that are needed in the aits, 
tive The amount of money it *s- 

js a tributed more than doubled 
ean when the National Lottery was 

ter. set up and it became the agpncy 

yes- for giving £250m a year to 
3Uld good causes in the arts, 
aine But after yeare of finanad 
wise crisis in the arts, failures by the 
^ council to sort outproblems 

dr- such as the surplus ^sympho- 
ny orchestras in London, or the 

lease funding of regional ti^atre^ 
fim.rfis are won 
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Elected government mmttera 
run every other areaofBnffih 
life They even fund directly the 
big national museums such as 

ibe British Museum, National 
Gallery and Tfcte Gallery. 

By what logic are merest ca 
the arls better served by an 

unelected quango? Rr&OTara- 

creasing democratic account 
ability, it regularly means^t 
when ministers are qmzzed m 
the Commons about problems 
in the arts, they evade the ques- 
tion by saying “This rsa matte 
for the Arts Council. 

Some believe there is a need 
for a planning body in the arts, 
but not for a cash *spensmg 

assesss 

being the core fonder^^f ** 
in England are numbered. 
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Vivian* Durante (left) In 
reproduction of Romeo and Juliet ettte 
^tCnmeramith Apollo theatre, -^' 
temporary homes during the 








setting up of these su«r,u«.« 

^-Tr2»nt controversies to dog the Arts 
JS^dU^der the leadership of L °’^^ t ^ steps 

down m April .ndude D* Smith 


Starting up a 


small 


business? It's not just NatWest 


customers 


business 

who sag we give the best 

information 


and support 


When it comes to stoning up a small 
business, Not West is the people's choice. 

And here's just a few of the reasons why. 

Free Business Start-Up Guide. 

Free Banking ior up to IS months. 

F re e help and guidance from o NatWest 

Small Business Adviser. 

Free Businessltae - o V h° ur ‘ telephone 

bonking service. 


BANK WHICH OFFERS THE BES : ^ 
INFORMATION AND SUPPORT AT THn 
TIME OF STARTING A BUSINESS. 


NATWEST 


28% 


And if uou open a Small Business Account 
betore December 31st 1997, there's even more, 
Free 'Year 2000 Computer Problem' Gu.de, 
25% Discount on registering the name ot 

your new business. 

10% Discount on Business Insurance. 

For more information, folk to the Small 
Business Adviser in your high street bronch or 
call 0800 777 888 today. 


& NatWest 

More than just a bank 
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Straw pledges 
stiffer sentences 
for racial crimes 


jack Straw yesterday 
promised to fulfil 
Labour’s election pledge 
to stamp out racial 
harassment. 

Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, says the 
Home Secretary went 
further than expected. 


* I lie Governments war on racial 
harassment was stepped up with 
me announcement that the 
•- juris will be forced to impose 
!■ Higher sentences where any 
-.■rimes have a racial element. 

The Crime and Disorder 
-■ill lo be introduced at the end 
. >f the year will include a pro- 
vision requiring courts to regard 
evidence of racial hostility in any 
crime as an aggravating factor 
-Mien sentencing. This goes fur- 
ther than the manifesto pledge 
in introduce new offences of 
racial harassment and racialiy- 
niotivaled violence which wQI be 
included in the Bill. 

The Lord Chief Justice is- 
sued guidance to courts in 1995 


to increase sentences where 
crimes inciuded a proven racial 
element, after he increased un- 
duly lenient sentences against 
three offenders. A survey last 
week by the Crown Prosecution 
Service showed that the advice 
was being followed in only one 
in five cases. 

Mr Straw published a tar- 
iff of higher sentences requir- 
ing courts to impose prison 
sentences of up to two years 
longer for crimes where there 
is evidence of racial harassment 
or violence. It means the penal- 
ty for malicious wounding, 
which would normally have a 
maximum sentence of five years 
imprisonment, could rise to 
seven years if there was proof 
of racial harassment or violence. 

He also raised possibility that 
the list of offences which wflj at- 
tract a higher sentences could in- 
clude racial criminal damage. So 
offenders could face higher 
penalties for breaking windows 
in a racial attack than they 
would in cases of vandalism. 

The law and order Bill will 
be wide ranging, and Mr Straw 
promised crime victims the 


chance to confront the young 
thugs who offend against them. 

The Association of Chief 
Constables (Acpo) gave the 
proposals a cautions welcome. 
Nottinghamshire’s Chief Con- 
stable Colin Bailey, who chairs 
Acpo’s race and community 
relations sub-committee, said: 
“It will be important to ensure 
that any new legislation does not 
create a counter-productive bu- 
reaucratic burden, and that 
standards of proof are not set 
at an unrealistically high level 
that would make the task of po- 
lice and prosecutor even hairi- 
er. It s reassuring to see that the 
consultation paper recognises 
these potential dangers and in 
particular provides for alterna- 
tive verdicts should it not be pos- 
sible to prove a racist element'’ 

The Government’s action on 
racial violence was warmly wel- 
comed at the conference. Bill 
Morris, leader of the Transport 
& General Union yesterday 
called on Ibny Blair to do 
more for racial equality by fol- 
lowing the example of Resident 
BDJ Clinton and putting more 
blacks in his government. 
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Motorola 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 240 minutes talktime/ 
60 hours standby 

• 99 name and number memory 

• Dedicated VoiceMail key 

• Easy-to-use menu system 
Model: M760 Was £29.99 


THE LINK 
PRICE PROMISE 


MOBILE PHONE 
INSURANCE _ 


TALKS DRIVE 
SAFELY 


Mj CONTRACT 
RELEASE OPTION 
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Plus £35 for Connection 


PRICE CRASH 


SAVE 
£20 


[SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEE 


Motorola 

DUAL BAND DIGITAL 
MOBILE PHONE 

• Easy switching between 
networks for use abroad 

• Up to 235 minutes talktime/ 
90 hours standby 

• 199 name and number 
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Banks in trouble again 
as critics clamour for 
his resignation 


Tony Banks, the sports 
minister, scored yet 
another own-goal 
yesterday, with an 
interview in which he 
spoke of colleagues 
looking ’like shit*. The 
exhausted minister says 
he needs a break. - 
Anthony Bevins , Political 
Editor, thinks that could 
be arranged. 


The Prime Minister has agreed 
that Ibny Banks, sports minis- 
ter, could be allowed to continue 
in his job in spile of his “taste- 
less" quip 3bout abortion, with 
the Tory leader William Hague 
as the foetus. 

A leadership source told 
The Independent on Wednesday 
night that Mr Banks had been 
handed a “yellow card" warn- 
ing; one more chance after a se- 
ries of embarrassing gaffes. But 
in an unfortunate piece of tim- 
ing, Men's Health magazine 
yesterday published an interview 
that had taken place on 17 
July, in which he said that some 
Commons colleagues looked 
like “a sort of pile of old doos", 
complained about the unrea- 
sonable demands of “whinge- 
tng" MPs. and said his 17-hour 
days left him very, very tired, 
and in need of a break. 

With Mr Blair said to be 
planning a snap reshuffle of 
ministers before the Christ- 
mas recess, Mr Banks could 
find he gels his wish. The word 



at Brighton, from ministers as 
well as backbench Labour MPs, 
is that Mr Banks had been 
treading on loo many toes and 
putting loo many backs up 
with his blunt manner. 

However, last night he said 
that there was no question of 
him resigning from the Gov- 
ern racnL “Absolutely not." he 
told a Sky News reporter in 
Bratislava. Visiting the Slova- 
kian capital to watch Chelsea 
in a European Cup Winners* 
Cup lie, he said it was hardly 
surprising that some critics, in- 
cluding Tory MPs. were de- 
manding his resignation. “They 
can join the lisL~ he said. 

In the magazine interview, 
he said: "HI be honest with you. 
I’ll level with you. I’m feeling 
very, very tired, you know, not 
tired enough to jack it in. but 
very tired, you know. I could do 
with a break. I know 1 feel very- 
much heller if I'm getting some 
decent sleep ... and some ipxxi 
exercise." he said. ‘Tve actually 
found it's more difficult to do 
this in the cigbL weeks since I've 


been minister than before and 
things are beginning to slip 
rather badly now." 

Nevertheless, he took con- 
solation from the appearance 
of some Commons colleagues, 
saying: “1 look at my colleagues 
about my age and think. 'My 
God, I look better than them' 
because they probably look 
’ tike shit anyway." 

Mr Banks acknowledged 
that he would never look tike 
some young male cover mod- 
el. But he added: “At least if I 
am aspiring to look tike that, I 
might at least look a Little bit 
more like that than, you know, 
a sort of pile of old doos, as it 
were, that you see some of your 
male colleagues look like." 

He also accused some MPs 
of making unreasonable de- 
mands and “whingeing". 
“Eveiy single day there’s some- 
one who says to me I wrote to 
you but 1 haven't got a reply 
yet," Mr Banks said. “Well gel 
in line, there's thousands of 
people writing. You try to pri- 
oritise ... People really feel that 
the only thing you are waiting 
for was their letter. They get 
very stroppy when they don’t re- 
ceive a reply. 1 just ihink that 
people like that are either sad. 
selfish or both." 

Qualified support for Mr 
Banks came frura Clare Short - 
who has also been prone to de- 
liver embarrassing remarks— 
who told BBC's Radio 5 Live 
that the foetus comment was "a 
horrible, dreadful joke". How- 
ever. she added: “Tony is very, 
very funny and 19 jokes out of 
20 work." 


Union in plea over minimum wage 
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Labour’s biggest affiliate 
made its bid for a 
statutory national wage. 
Barrie Cement, Labour 
Editor, finds unions 
urging penalities for 
employers who break 
the law. 


Employers should face fines 
and tax penalties for failing to 
implement the planned na- 
tional minimum wage, the 
Transport and General Work- 
ers’ Union argued yesterday. 

As employees’ organisa- 
tions yesterday made their fi- 
nal submissions to the Low Pay 
Commission, the TGWU said 
the rate should be set at £4 an 
hour and urged the Govern- 
ment to employ more civil ser- 
vants to police the system. 

Bill Morris, general secre- 
tary, said that workers’ leaders 
should also have a role in ex- 
posing transgressors. 

News of the memorandum 


from the transport uaion, fol- 
lows a row over comments on 
the minimum wage on Wednes- 
day by Peter Mandelson. min- 
ister without portfolio. The 
minister said (hat a lower rate 
“will apply" to young people, 
which was later amended to al- 
low the independent commis- 
sion discretion and to indicate 
an inferior minimum should 
only apply lo trainees. 

Mr Morris insisted that all 
workers over the age of IS ex- 
cept those on accredited train- 
ing courses. He said that it 
would be a tragedy if the com- 
mission was seen to be a pup- 
pet of the Government. 

“The Low Pay Commission 
was set up lo be independent 
not a extension of government. 
Tf it was seen as such, it. would 
do immense damage to its 
credibility." 

Referring to Mr Mandel- 
son's comments at a fringe 
meeting. Mr Morris regretted 
the intervention and hoped 
there would be no “repetitions". 

Another case submitted 


yesterday came from the pub- 
lic service union Unison which 
stuck to its guns that the min- 
imum should be half mal e 
median earnings, which cur- 
rently works out at £4.61 an 
hour. The eventual statutory 
limit would probably be about 
a £1 less. 

The Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union, 
which represents 750,000 craft 
workers, effectively argued 
that the rate should be at a 
modest level. The right-wing 
AEEU believes that a relatively 
high minimum would mean 
some of its members would 
need to protect their pay dif- 
ferentials. 

It is thought that the GMB 
general union also argued for 
more Lhan £4 — a position al- 
ready adopted by the TUC 
leadership which is to make an 
oral submission on 14 October- 
Both the transport union and 
the GMB contend, that a 
rate of around £4 would be un- 
likely to lead to unemploy- 
mcnL 
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Leadership wins battle 
over Trident missiles 


Calls for the 
Government to scrap 
• Trident and cut defence 
spending failed at 
Labour's conference 
yesterday. Fran Abrams 
-heard defence workers' 
representatives argue 
that job security should 
be paramount. 


Suggestions by Labour sources 
that the party’s leadership 
could suffer a conference defeat 
on nud ear weapons turned out 
to be ill-founded yesterday. In 
the event, the leadership won 
a vote on the issue by 56 per 
cent to 44 per cent. 

Even if the vote had been 


lost, the decision would have 
made not one iota of difference 
to the Government’s policy. 
George Robertson, the De- 
fence Secretary, said there 
would be no return to the uni- 
lateralism which he claimed had 
kept Labour out of power for 
IS years. “If there is one lesson 
that we have learnt from the 
general election and 18 long 
years of opposition, it is that the 
British people mil only elect a 
government which they trust 
with the defence of our coun- 
try. We have now regained that 
trust but only because of our 
dear commitments ... which 1 
for one have no intention of 
breaking." 

Cherry Mostesbar, from Ox- 
ford West and Abingdon, who 
has been writing a column for 


77k Independent this week, led 
the calls for Trident to be aban- 
doned. “This isn’t the last stand 
of the loony left. This is a call 
to all of you and to our ethical 
government for unity against 
the weapons of mass destruc- 
tion," she said. The £lJbn per 
year spent on the weapons 
could be pul to better use in the 
education service, she said. 

Representatives from more 
than one union argued in 
favour of a strong defence in- 
dustry. Bob Elsom from the 

Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union, said minivers 
should think about British jobs 
when applying their ethical de- 
fence exports policy. "As a 
union with many thousands of 
members employed in the de- 
fence industry, 1 must argue 


that their employment interests 

are first fully considered before 
revoking export licences.” 

The conference also heard 
commitments from ministers to 
a more ethical foreign poltey- 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, told delegates that he 
hoped soon to meet the French 
foreign minister with a view to 
extending Britain's new policy 
across Europe. 

Clare Short, the interna- 
tional Development Secretary, 
announced a change of poUcy 
on aid to Indonesia. Her de- 
partment would no longer fund 
training of the police force, 
which has been used to put 
down pre-democracy demons- 
trations. but will instead begin 
supporting human rights pro- 
jects in occupied EasL Timor. 





Photograph: Brian Harris 


FROM THE FLOOR 


o A busy day for the dark ones 


Not a victory, but quite dose 
-yesterday the motion call- 
ing for Trident to be 
scrapped, which I had the ho- 
nour of proposing, came 
dose to success and gave us 
the best debate of the week. 

It was a busy day for the 
dark ones if conference floor 
rumour is to be believed but 
more of that later. 

The las* time I was at a 
conference with wall-to-wall 
minis ters and heads of state 
was a United Nations bash I 
was covering as the Tehran 
correspondent of this paper. 
For the first morning, as wdl 
as the ubiquitous oompany of 

bearded security men, I was 

followed by a young Iranian 
cub reporter on his first big 
assignment, eager to learn 
from an old pro, he said- 
He disappeared during 
lunch but as I spotted him 
later that afternoon and ap- 
proached him he blurted: 
“I'm sorry, they have told me 

you are a British spy, 1 can't 

be seen with you.’ Yesterday, 
after my speech I was over- 
whelmed by a feeling of dij& 
vu as I approached the group 
of delegates I had met dur- 
ing the week around Stalag 
MOlbank by the sea - the 
Labour Party Conference 

compound. They looked at 

me uneasily and then whis- 
pered that tbeyv^re very sor- 
ry but their regional 


organisers were watching 
them and they didn’t want to 
risk being seen with me. 

Meanwhile, in the con- 
ference gossip had spread 
like wild fire that ‘They” 
were out to kill the Trident 
motion as well as one calling 
for defence spending cuts. 

Earlier in the week the 
woman who was to second 
my motion told me that she 
had come under heavy lob- 
bying to drop the motion. 
She said that the junior de- 
fence minis ter. John Reid, 
had spoken to her personal- 
ly and that she wanted to 
drop the whole thing. 

As I stepped up onto the 
podium yesterday something 
took hold of me, I trashed the 
speech I had taken a week to 
prepare, and spoke from the 

heart. My seconder then de- 
livered a speech that ran 
well over the allocated three 
minutes and when asked sev- 
eral times to finish her _ re- 
in arks insisted that she just 
wanted to say something 
else - that she did not want 
to support the motion- My 
thanks to whoever it was 
who, without hesitation, sec- 
onded from the floor. 

I really have no ideas any 

of these stories are true. I 
merely give them to you to 
convey the atmosphere ot 
conference. 

Cherry Mosteshar 
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Starts tomorrow 


Suppose you could die the ashes 
of a used matchsuck and somehow 
turn them back into a new matchsdck, 
to burn again. 

You'd be burning the same fud, ™ 
increasing the life of yonr fuel reserves. 

And suppose that when you did 
this, 97% of the ashes could somehow 
be used to make the new matchsticks. 

At BNFL, this is precisely what we 
do with nuclear fuel. Because instead of 

somehow, we have know-how. 

At our Thorp recycling plant at 

Sellafield, used uranium fuel that has 


been burned in reactors arrives in huge 

shielded steel flasks. 

The used fuel assemblies - bundles 
of fuel rods constructed rather like a 
packet of spaghetti - are taken apart 
behind concrete walls and the metal- 
clad fuel rods are then chopped up and 

dissolved in nitric add. 

Using simple chemistry, we produce 
pure oxides. Uranium oxide can then 
he made into fresh nuclear fud. 

Plutonium oxide can be combined 
with the uranium to produce toed 

Oxide, or MOX fuel. In this way, 97% 


of what would otherwise be h. S b-le™l 
waste can be used to make new fuel 
capable of being burnt again - just as 
miraculous as turning ashes bach mto 

matches. (Of the 3% left over as waste, 

most is encased in concrete and steel or 
turned to glass.) 

This technology, developed and 
perfected by BNFL, has already 
secured orders worth over £12 billion 
from UK and overseas customers 
BNFL is a world leader in nuclear 
fuel manufacturing technology, the 
management of nuclear waste and the 


decommissioning of redundant plants 
-work that provides thousands of 

skilled jobs. 

To learn more about what we do, and 

how we do it, come and see us at the 

Sellafield Visitors Centre in Cumbria, 
or write to: Corporate Communications, 
BNFL, Risley, Warrington, Chesh.re 
WA3 6 AS or visit us at www.BNFL.com 


© BNFL 
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12/SPIN DOCTORS 



How ‘Government Sources’ massaged the message 


Labour's spin doctors 
have been busy in 
Brighton this week, 
creating news agenda^ 
setting some hares 
running and snaring 
others. Our Political 
Editor examines ■ 
their machinations and 
manipulations. 


Last weekend two Sunday 
newspapers were toid that Pe- 
ter Mandelson, founding father 
of the spinning trade in Bri tain , 
was not going to win a place on 
the Labour Pam’s national ex- 
ecutive committee. 

The two political reporters 
did not write that piece of 
“news”, because they did not 
believe it to be true. They ac- 
tually thought it was an attempt 
to make the minister without 
portfolio look even better when 
he won a “surprise” victory on 

Tuesday. 

When Tuesday came, and it 
was certain that he was not go- 
ing to win a seau the spin doc- 
tors were out in force at the 
headquarters hotel, the Metro- 
pole, and, later, in the confer- 
ence media centre. 

The damage-limitation was 
based on the “line” that the na- 
tional executive vote was a 
personal beauty contesL that 
had nothing to do with Ibny 
Blair's project to modernise the 
party and that, anyway, Mr 
Mandelson was not very well- 
known to parry members. Only 
the delegates from Mars can 
have missed Mr Mandelson 
over the last year. 

One of the most bizarre ex- 
ercises in damage-limiting spin 
was carried on the front page 
of yesterdays Sun, under the 
banner headline: “TV stars 
twisted love for Blair's top 
man”. The story identified 
Alastair Campbell, press sec- 
retary to the Prime Minister, as 
“the innocent victim of the ac- 
tress's deluded passion”. 

A number of informed 
sources said yesterday that Mr 
Campbell had given the story 
to the Sun because he wanted 
to “spoil" a more hostile ver- 
sion that a Sunday newspaper 
had been planning to run this 
weekend. 

Some of the week’s spin was 
more positive, such as the brief- 
ing on Gordon Brown’s speech. 


restoring the party commit- 
ment to fall employment — al- 
lbough the general public could 
be forgiven for wondering how 
the preview could attract more 
attention than the Chancel- 
lor’s speech itself. 

At least Mr Brown uttered 
the words. The Sunday Express 
reported this week that Mr 
Blair would refer to the death 
of Diana, Princess of Wales, 
which he did not do. But the 
same newspaper presented a 
preview briefing on the Blair 
speech as if it had got hold of 
an early draft. Mr Blair was so 
puzzled by that hint of a leak 


BY 

ANTHONY 

BEVINS 


that he asked Mr Campbell: 
“What on earth is going on 
here?” 

Mr Campbell could not 
have made more use of the 
Prime Minister's text. The Ob- 
server was told that his battle 
against global warming would 
form a centre-piece of the 
speech. By Tuesday, it had 
been boiled down to a single 
paragraph. The Daily Mail 
fared much better, reporting on 
Tuesday’s front-page that the 
family would be a centre-piece, 
as it was. 

But the spin itself can back- 
fire, as it appeared to do when 
Tuesday’s Telegraph carried a 
front-page report saying that 
Frank Dobson. Secretary of 
State for Health, planned to 
warn in his conference speech 
that members of health boards 
would lose their jobs if they 
used private health care. 

By the time (he speech was 
delivered, the threat appeared 
to have been watered down and 
there was a strong suspicion that 
Mr Dobson bad been forced to 
bade off for fear of attracting un- 
welcome controversy. 

On the party side of the spin 
operation, one of the early ex- 
ercises of the week was to 
spread messages of gloom and 
doom about Wednesday's ed- 
ucation vote on tuition fees. 
Broadcasters were told on Sun- 
day that the leadership was an- 
ticipating defeat, which did not 


Whitehall’s 
press machine 
Sidelined’ 


Civil servants in the 
Government 
Information Service 
are under increasing 
attack from the spin 
doctors and their new 
political masters. 
Michael Streeter hears 
that they may turn to 
the Cabinet Secretary 
for help. 


In the clash between Labour 
ministers and Whitehall's 
press officers there has been 
one telling casualty - an 
almost complete absence of 
communication. 

A typically blunt letter 
from Alistair Campbell that 
government press officers 
should focus more on the 
“big messages" of policy is 
just the latest sign of 
Labour’s unhappiness with 
Whitehall's team of official 
information officers. 

Ministers have com- 
plained loudly about the con- 
trast between government 
press officers and the ultra- 
smooth Millbank Labour 
machine to which they have 
become accustomed. 

However, officials com- 
plain that they have received 
virtually no idea from min- 
isters on just what is re- 
quired- One source said: 'All 
we've been told is that min- 
isters want us to give the 
‘message" not the news. And 
they want us to be more ac- 
tive at weekends, promoting 
their policies. But that’s all 
we've been told - we feel 
sidelined and in some cases 
bullied." 


The most extreme case of 
sidelining is a decision by 
Harriet Harman, Secretary 
of Slate for Social Security, 
to appoint an external pub- 
lic relatioas consultant to 
promote the New Deal for 
Lone Parents campaign. 

Union officials repre- 
senting staff have com- 
plained that this move is 
"insulting” to their profes- 
sionalism and has “drasti- 
cally" undermined morale. 

The Government's argu- 
ments are summarised io 
the Campbell memo which 
says: “There arc three parts 
to any story - the build-up. 
the event and the follow 
through. My sense is that the 
middle of these three gets all 
the attention ... We should 
always know how big stories 
will be playing in the next 
day’s papers." 

David Luxton. national 
officer for the Institution of 
Professionals, Managers and 
Specialists, which represents 
many civil servants, warned 
that there had been a “blur- 
ring of the edges” between 
the job of the information of- 
ficers and party press offi- 
cers. “The information 
officers are (here to explain 
departmental policy to the 
public and media - not just 
to act as press officers for 
individual ministers.” 

He said the rPMS is con- 
sidering seeking help ftom Sir 
Robin Butler, the Cabinet 
Secretary, in clarifying the role 
of information officers. “Our 
members are keen to work 
with the new administration 
and learn any new tricks their 
new masters think neccssarv 
" but (hat can only he done 
hv working together.” 


happen when the debate took 
place. The spin doctor who was 
responsible for that particular 
calumny later confessed that the 
purpose of the exercise had 
been to turn the heat and spot- 
light on to the delegates who 
were threatening to vote 
against government policy. 

In effect, the media were be- 
ing used as a weapon, rasing the 
question for delegates: “Do you 
really want to be responsible for 
a defeat that will be splashed all 
over the news as a humiliation 
for the Government?” 

The BBC gave that report 
prominence in its preliminary 
Sunday reports on the confer- 
ence. But in an interview with 
Process, a mainstream party pe- 
riodical. John Bin, the BBC di- 
rector-general. said: “In the 
perfect world, there would be 
less spin-doctoring than there 
is. Certainly. I don’t think jit] 
is an aid to good journalism: I 
think too much of our journal- 
ists’ and editors’ [time] is tak- 
en up listening to spin doctors, 
rather than doing their jobs." 

What Mr Bin does not seem 
to understand is that because 
the spin doctors often make and 
deliver the news, it is pan of the 
job of reporters to have their 
earn bent tty them. 

Objects of obsession, page 19 



Alastair Campbell in Brighton yesterday, where he has had a busy week of damage limitation and headline-making Photograph: Brian Harris 
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Hizbollah 

nning war 
th deadly 

£12 ‘rocks’ 


w 


Dogged by indiscipline 

inefficiency and the 

almost total collapse of 

Jts intelligence network 
m southern Lebanon, 
the Israeli army is losing 
*ts war against 

pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
guerrillas north of its 

border with Lebanon. 

More than 100 
suspected collaborators 
have been seized by 
Hizbollah within the past 
12 months, while both 
sides are now using 
increasingly 
sophisticated weapons 
to kill each other. 


Thu “rocks" arc made ofBakc- 
The Hizbollah buy them ai 
Beirut's garden shops where 
fake siones for rockeries on the 
balconies of high-rise buildings 
cost scarcely £12 - and in which 
the internal lamp can easily be 
removed to make way for ex- 
plosives. The Israeli version - 
another garden “rock" acces- 
soty - is packed with plastic 
explosive and ball-hearings tu 
give extra killing power. 

Every few days, the United 
Nations bomb-disposal men - 
aware of a new and sophisti- 
cated mechanism within the 
triggering area - defuse these 
lethal cocktails; hath sides, they 
sav, have become sophisticates 
in blowing each other up. 

Sometimes, several "rocks" 
are linked together with cortex 
and attached to anti-personnel 
mines. Last month, an Israeli 



Death m the air: 

Israeli army rescue 
workers sift among 
the wreckage of the 
two Israeli military 
helicopters which 
crashed while on their 
way to Lebanon last 
February, with the 

loss of 37 men 

Photograph: Haim Aruiai/ 
Reuters 


bomber - putting together his 
camouflaged explosives in a 
workshop - accidentally left a 
Hebrew ordnance lug inside the 
"rock". On another, one UN 
unit found “six ballbearings" 
written in Arabic underneath. 
But it is (he Hizbollah who arc 
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winning the war. So far tliis 
year, the Israeli occupation 
army has lost 37 of its men, not 
counting another 73 who were 
killed when two military heli- 
copters collided on their way to 
Lebanon. And Iasi week, they 
came in tor a further shock. 

After discovering that their 
Centurion tanks were vulnera- 
ble to the Hizbullah’s Saggar 
missiles, the Israelis withdrew 
all but their armour-draped 
Mcrkava tanks from southern 
Lehanon. But the Hizbollah, af- 
ter acquiring upgraded Saggars, 
were able to fire a missile right 
through the hull of a Merkava, 
killing instantly the Israeli lieu- 
tenant commanding the tank. 
All hatches on the rank had 
been battened down; he was 
supposed to have been safe. 

Furthermore, what the 
HizboDab lacks in weaponry, it 
is fast making up for with ex- 
tra guerrillas. Two weeks ago, 
it transpires, the militia 
launched 25 simultaneous at- 
tacks along the Israeli occupa- 
tion. line from the foothills of 
Mount Herman to the 
Mediterranean; at least 175 
men were involved, ail firing 


Russia claims 
agents foiled 
Iran nuclear 
missile plot 


Russia's domestic intelligence 
service said yesterday that it had 
thwarted attempts to give Iran 
the wherewithal to make nu- 
clear missiles but an Israeli of- 
ficial said the technology was 
still getting through. 

IsraeG intelligence sources 
have been quoted as saying 
Russia. and China are helping 
Iran to design its own ballistic 
nuclear missiles. Washington 
and Israel have expressed their 
concern about the reports, 
which the Kremlin has dis- 
missed. 

Itar-Tass news agency quot- 
ed a senior Federal Security 
Service official as saying the 
FSB “had detected separate 
cases of cooperation with Iran 
as a result of which Russian de- 
liveries could have conflicted 
with international treaties on 
missile technology transfers. 
But they were all revealed and 
prevented" 

The FSB is one of the suc- 
cessor organisations of the So- 
viet-era KGB. The official said 
that earlier this year the FSB 
prevented one attempt by Ira- 
nians to make parts of liquid- 
fuel missile engines at a 
Russian plant, passing them off 
as gas pumping equipment. 

. Last week. President Boris 
Yeltsin denied Russia was sup- 
plying nuclear or ballistic mis- 
sile technology to Tehran, 
saying: “There is nothing fur- 
ther from the truth.” 

But the Israeli official 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said every stage in 
the transfer of missile technol- 
ogy to Tehran had been au- 
thorised by Moscow. 

Asked how much of the as- 
sistance was officially approved, 
he said: “All of it The Russians 
know about all of it despite their 
repeated denials, and they are 
vety good at denying". 

The official said continued 
Russian assistance would allow 
Iran to complete development 
within one to two years of a 
long-range missile capable of 
targeting Israel. 


their mortars at Israeli military 
positions at precisely 7pm. 

far more serious for Israel 
in the long term is the discov- 
ery that dozens of their col- 
laborators - including women 

- have been seized by l be 
Hizbollah. They include the in- 
former who turned double 
agent and led 15 Israeli soldiers 

- who believed they were about 
to kill Hizbollah men - into an 
ambush outside the village of 
Ansariyeh, blowing up JJ of 
them with mines. 

But (hey also include the sec- 
ond-in-command of security 
for the rival Shia Muslim Amai 
movement in the village of Eic 
Baal. He was found to have an 
Israeli two-way radio in the 
back of his television set and an 
aerosol can containing maps of 
Hizbollah infiltration routes. 
Only a month ago, the Israelis 
arrested their own former top 
collaborator in the city of Sidon 

- known by the code-name of 
“Abu Am'da” - stripped him of 
his Israeli citizenship and locked 
him up in Ashkelon jail for spy- 
ing for Lebanon. 

In the past year alone, 24 
members of Israel’s own proxy 


Lebanese militia, the so-called 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
have defected to the Hizbollah. 
and Israeli troops notv refuse to 
mount joint patrols with their 
supposed allies in southern 
Lebanon. In their turn. SLA 
men have refused to leave Is- 
rael’s military compounds to go 
on day or night patrols. Yet 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


even as their auxiliaries decline 
to serve with them - one SLA 
officer staged a mutiny against 
the Israelis near the town of 
Maijayoun last year - Israel's 
own military professionalism is 
being called into question. 

The official Israeli inquiiy 
inlo the deaths of five of its sol- 
diers in the Golani Brigade who 
were burnt to death in August 
by a brush-fire started by their 
own artillery - during another 
ambush that went disastrously 
wrong- has concluded that the 


soldiers should have been 
ordered to evacuate sooner 
but “had no prior training or 
understanding on how to 
behave during fires". 

News of this extraordinary 
lapse - most modem armies are 
taught thai unexpected fire can 
be as lethal as bullets- came as 
a report on Israel’s Radio Haifa 
claimed that Israeli engineer sol- 
diers sent to rescue the military 
victims of the helicopter crash 
earlier in the year looted the be- 
longings of some of their 73 
dead comrades. Although the 
Israeli army’s spokesman denied 
the report, the radio quoted one 
of the rescuers as saying that 
several of his comrades stole 
flak jackets bearing the names 
of the dead soldiers - and that 
although fierce arguments 
broke out among them after- 
wards. some soldiers still pos- 
sess the stolen equipment 
Another Israeli helicopter 
disaster almost occurred a few 
days ago when a case of 
grenades broke open in the air 
while Israeli troops were being 
ferried by night into Lebanon. 
The machine was forced to 
land while soldiers frantically 


tried to find the missing 
grenades with torches. 

Amid such chaos, it is Ut- 
ile surprise that neither the Is- 
raelis nor the Hizbollah any 
longer take prisoners. In battle, 
SLA men and Israeli soldiers 
are given no quarter by the 
Hizbollah while only six months 
ago. the Israelis shot dead two 
Hizbollah attackers and 
wounded another in a wadi near 
the village of Taibe. When hu- 
manitarian workers reached 
the scene, they found all dead, 
the third man shot several 
limes at close range in the 
back of the head. 

The Israelis have several 
times offered to make a uni- 
lateral withdrawal from 
Lebanon, but they demanded 
the disarming of the Hizbollah 
prior to their retreat. Syria, 
whose support for the Hizbol- 
lah constitutes a bloody pres- 
sure point on the Israelis who 
still occupy the Golan Heights, 
is in no mood to oblige. For 
without a war in southern 
Lebanon, how could President 
Assad persuade Israel to lake 
its army and its settlements out 
of the occupied Golan? 
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When is a jar not a jar? When it’s a pint 

IlnnilOK and mihc „ 


Brewers and pubs are 
secretly inflicting 
massive price increases 
on drinkers by pumping 
air into beer, according 
to The Good Pub Guide. 
Up to 10 per cent of a 
pint may be lost in this 
way. Glenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent, 
investigates. 


“I'm the man the very fat man 
that waters the workers’ 
heer/Yes I'm the man, the very 
fat man that waters the work- 
ers' beer/What do I care if it 
makes them ill or it costs them 
terribly dear?/I’ve a car, a yacht 
and an aeroplane and I waters 
the workers’ beer". 

That ditw, sung by Norman 


at past Trades Union 
p^gresses, suras up the British 
feeling; Mess with anything 
^®pt a pint of beer. In the past 
“inkers feared the beer being 
watered . down.' But now 
experts warn that we are in dan- 
ger of losing up to 10 per cent 
of a pint by having air pumped 
ioto it to create a head. 

More pubs in the Midlands 
and the South are picking up 
the northern practice of using 
a device known as a “sparkler" 
which pumps air into the pint. 
As a result as much of 10 per 
cent of the pint may be air, 
equivalent to increasing the 
cost of the remaining beer by 

percent. 

Rob Unsworth. associate 
editor of 77n? Good Pub Guide, 
said yesterday: “If you gel 88 
pints in a barrel by careful 
pouring pubs can squeeze 96 
pints - that’s eight pints more. 
Throughout the country that’s 


quite a lot of money saved ... 
It's absolutely disgraceful.'’ 

The survey of 1,338 pubs 
comes as an invesigitkm by trad- 
ing standards officers in Liver- 
pool also estimates that beer 
drinkers are being shortchanged 
by up to 6p. The survey of beer 
measures conducted by trading 
standards officers in city pubs 
during September produced 
some sobering statistics. 

Only three drinks out of 60 
measured could boast a full pint 
of beer and almost 40 per cent 
contained less than 93 per cent 
of liquid - the brewing indus- 
try's own unofficial guideline 
governing the height of the 
head. On average, drinks were 
deemed to be around 4 per cent 
short of a full liquid pint with 
some customers sacrificing up 
to 23p on their tipple. 

As a result a Labour MR 
Dennis Turner, is to introduce 
a Private Member's Bill to 



Liquid assets: An MP plans to introduce a Private Member’s Bill aimed at defining the size of a pint 


clearly define the size of a 
pint. He has already won the 
backing of Nigel Griffiths, the 
consumer affairs minister, who 
said: “When the customer asks 
for a pint and is charged for a 


pint, that's Lhe quantity that 
they should be served.” 

But a spokesman for the 
Brewers and Licensed Retail- 
ers' Association said it was an 
issue which attracted few com- 


plaints from' customers. “Our 
members are encouraged and 
encourage their bar staff so that 
if people are unhappy with 
their pint they can always get 
a top-up," he said. “But it 


really isn’t something that hap- 
pens very much-" 

The Good Pub Guide also 
points out that pubs tied to the 
big national breweries are still 
the high-cost option for cus- 


Photograph: Peter fiaaferipKi 


lomers - smaller and .hjcaT'- 
regjonal brewers can. save^&i 
much as 41 p on your.prai”//?';' 
• The winner of the Pubbfthe : 
Year award is Lhe Wykehaoi : 
Arms in Winchester, c.. ‘ 
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Rural restaurants 
risk extinction 


Metropolitan chefs are 
bringing “vigour and 
excellence" to the 
restaurant trade. But if 
country-house eateries 
fall to follow suit they 
may find themselves 
extinct. Qenda Cooper 
reports on changes in 
the nation’s eating 
habits. 


Country-house restaurants are 
“dinosaurs" which “may soon 
find themselves extinct” unless 
they wake up to change, experts 
warn today. 

In comparison, it is the met- 
ropolitan chefs serving multi- 
purpose food in multi-purpose 
outlets who have established 
what the Good Food Guide 
calls “a new British tradition". 

“Where once the restau- 
rant initiative came from a 
couple who holidayed in 
France, cooked frorp Eliza- 
beth David and opened a coun- 
try restaurant in order to share 
the thrills ... now it is the town- 
ie chefs who capture for their 
generation the buzz and 
excitement of eating out.” 

The annual guide praises the 
vigour and excellence of the 
town restaurants. “Japanese 


restaurants, for example, seem 
to have undergone a sea- 
change partly by bringing 
mechanical novelty to bear - 
automated sushi and drinks 
trolleys - and partly by open- 
ing up to a wider clientele," said 
Jim Ainsworth, editor of the 
Good Food Guide . “Other cul- 
tures too are making even 
more of an impact than ever be- 
fore. not least Indian and Mid- 
dle Eastern, providing most 
commonly ideas and materials 
far jackdaw British chefs to raid 
in their restless search for 
something new," 

Country-house hotels face 
several problems in compari- 
son: they suffer from the fact 
that in rural areas couples only 
go there to celebrate birth- 
days and anniversaries, or only 
ear out at the weekends. With 
their higher prices they also 
have to compete with cheap 
weekends away across- the 
Channel and foreign tourists 
finding the UK too expensive. 

As a result the country- 
house restaurants need to 
realise that they may have to 
adapt to survive. Mr Ainsworth 
said many were changing, but 
cautioned that those who did 
not could “find themselves 
extinct". 

0 The Good Food Guide is pub- 
lished by Which? and is avail- 
able from bookshops: £14.99. 
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France presses Britain for 


Mode summit: EU opponents outside the Royal Palace yesterday while the Amsterdam treaty was signed Photograph: AFP 


France Is hoping to 
. hurTy up a 'dear signal’ 
of Britain^ intentions on 
the single currency. It 
hopes that it might getr 
one on Monday when 
the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, meets his French 
counterpart, Dominique 
Strauss- Kahn, in Paris. 

But, as John Lichfield 
reports, Mr Brown is 
unlikely to give anything 
away, at least in public. 

Gordon Brown and Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn have a lot in 
common and a lot to talk about. 
They are both handsome, 
youngish men, with a tenden- 
cy to arrogance, doing the job 
that they always wanted. Both 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer and the French economy 
minister are attempting to de- 
fine a new kind of centre-left 
economic policy, mixing rigour 
with selective compassion. 
Both, in different ways, have 
key roles to play in the making, 
or the breaking, of the final ne- 
gotiations bn the' European 


single currency in the next sev- 
en months. 

Their meeting in Paris on 
Monday - informal talks fol- 
lowed by dinner - will be their 
first proper tete-a-tSte since 
Britain and France elected left- 
of-centre governments in the 
late spring. Pam hopes that the 
meeting will mark a significant 
new stage in the readmission of 
Britain to mainstream Euro- 
pean politics. French officials 
talk of the need for the Blair 
government to make a “clear 
statement*' sometime soon on 
its policy towards economic 
and monetary union (EMU). 
Will there be a referendum next 
year? Will the Government 
opt out of the 1999 starting line- 
up for EMU but declare its de- 
sire - referendum permitting - 
to sign up soon afterwards? 

According to British 
sources, Mr Brown is unlikely 
to give anything away on Mon- 
day, at least in public. 

The French have a good rea- 
son for wanting to jog Britain 
along. They feel that the Blair 
government, once publicly 
committed to EMU, would be 
more likely to support France's 
position in its dispute with 


Germany over how the single 

currency should be managed. 

The Socialist-led French ad- 
ministration has scaled down its 
original ambitions for a “Eu- 
ropean economic government” 
which would provide political 
balance to the monetary pow- 
er of the new, independent 
European central bank. But 
French officials say that they are 
still pressing for the creation of 
a “Euro Councfl”, a condave of 
finance ministers of the EMU 
countries to discuss, and some- 
times to co-ordinate, broad 
economic policy. Such a coun- 
cil would not create a new Eu- 
ropean Union institution, they 
say. It could be “informal" hut 
it must be “legitimate” (that is, 
work within the EU treaties) 
and “visible” (publicly recog- 
nised as more than a talking 
shop). 

The French acknowledge 
that the Blair goveramentis sus- 
picious that such a body might 
work against the interests of 
countries which opt out of 
EMU: in effect, it might be- 
come the politburo of a Euro- 
pean “hard-core”: But once 
the British government moved 
towards the single currency, the 


French believe that Mr Brown 
would support their campaign 
for balanced EMU manage- 
ment, over the purely mone- 
tarist German approach. 

Whether or. not Britain 
•makes an early statement on 
EMU(the chances are “not”), 
Mr Brown will play a key role 
in the final single currency ne- 
gotiations. Britain takes over 
the rotating, six-monthly pres- 
idency of the EU in January and 

.the Chancellor will chair all the 
detailed calks leading to final 
decisions next May on the 
EMU starting line-up and the 
exchange rates at which coun- 
tries will merge their currencies 
into the Euro. 

France is ploying down ear- 
lier reports in its press that it 
would like to bring forward the 
starting date of EMU to forestall 
a wave of currency speculation 
hi the seven months’ transition 
between these final decisions and 
the launched date ordained by 
the Maastricht treaty. But 
French officials say that it is im- 
portant thalthe “Euro CbtinriT, 
dear to MrStrauss-Kahn’s heart, 
should be in place by May to 
“steady the boat" during the sev- 
en months’ hiatus. 


CURRENCY COUNTDOWN 


1. EU governments immediately to launch 
or intensify advertising and educational 
campaigns to win over the general public. 

2. Governments to select before the end 
of 1997 the design of the national faces of 
euro coins - physical production of coins 
to start from next May. 

3. Before end of -1997, commission to 
make a formal proposal on exact date for 
introduction of coins and notes 

4. Member states to present by end 1997 
their draft legislation for how national 
public administrations will make the 
transition to euros for tax declarations 
and accounting. 

5. Public-debt issuers must clarify by the 
end of the year the treatment of 
outstanding stocks of debt and new Issues 


of debt In euros after I January 1999. 

6. Decisions on the tax consequences of 
the euro must be made known before the 
end of the year. 

7. Computer and information systems will 
have to be adapted before end 1998 

8. “EUR” currency code and symbol for 
the euro to be registered so that 
computer systems can be adapted. 

9. Derision to be taken before end of the 
year on dual pricing displays in shops after 
launch of euro. 

10. Technical work on coins to be finalised 
over next three months to include nickel 
■content, quantities of coins to be 
produced by national mints, handling of 
used coins and issue of commemorative 


Philishave 


Last-minute rush to get the 
ft euro into your pocket 


Brussels has told EU 
member states to start 
preparing consumers, 
shops, businesses and 
national administrations 
for the huge upheaval 
which switching to the 
euro in 1999 will entail. 
This brings Britain's 
dilemma over 
membership into even 
sharper focus, writes 
Kotherfrie Butter. 


With talk of delay in econom- 
ic and monetaiy union (EMU) 
fading into the background 
and just seven months to go be- 
fore the selection of the first 
batch of currencies to join, the 
European Commission is giv- 
ing governments an end-of- 
year deadline to finalise the 
outstanding practical and legal 
groundwork for the introduc- 
tion of the euro. 

Urgent decisions are need- 
ed on such things as how gov- 
ernment departments will deal 
with the switchover and haw 
public-debt issuers will treat 
new issues in euros. 

But fearing psychological 
trauma among ordinary citi- 
zens, the commission also 
wants governments to launch or 
intensify public education cam- 
- paigns. This follows warnings 
from consumer groups and re- 
tailers who believe that public 
. awareness lags severely behind 
the pace of political pressure for 
a single currency. 

The fears are obvious. How 
wfll people cope with prices la- 
belled in what will seem like a 
foreign currency? Will elderly 
people stop spending money 
because they fear the shop- 
keepers are swindling them? 
i W3I mass confusion reign if the 

Lj ! new- notes and coins start cir- 
dilating on the first day of the 
January sales? 

Efforts to inform the public 
up to now have been amateur- 
ish in the face of the revolution 
in store. A "Euro-barge" fi- 
nanced by the European Union 
was dispatched up the Rhine 



Evenhanded: Stallholder Salvatore with lira and euros In 
Pontassueve, Tuscany, where both currencies are being 
used in a six-month trial Photograph: Vincenzo Pinto 


earlier this summer dispensing 
leaflets to bewildered tourists. 
And some banks have set up 
hotlines to deal with questions 
from people worried about 
their savings plans or mort- 
gages. But the commission is 
now urging governments to 
prepare for mass education 
campaigns to run between May 
1998 and January 1999. 

In the meantime, the focus 
will be on encouraging training 
for retailers, bank tellers, con- 
sumer groups, and those who. 
will have to act as trou- 
bleshooters in the confusion. 
The commission is also exam- 
ining whether laws will be need- 
ed to protea consumers against 
high conversion charges during 
- the transition. 

The decision to reserve one 
side of the new coins for “na- 
tional" symbols peculiar to 
each member state is intended 
to enhance public acceptance, 
but so far only the French and 
Germans have chosen their 
designs. Yves Thibualt de Sil- 
goy T commissioner for the sin- 
gle currency, now wants the 
remaining candidate countries 
to unveil theirs before the end 
of the year so production of 
coins can begin from May 1998. 

The administrative chal- 
lenge is also enormous, Che 
commission admits: national 
administrations will have to be 

be-revolutionised, for example 


to allow companies and indi- 
viduals to make tax returns in 
euros. In some countries this 
will become a possibility as 
early as 1999 even though notes 
and coins will not be in circu- 
lation until 2002. 

Information systems will 
also have to be adapted and the 
commission warns that the 
changes win coincide with mas- 
sive upheaval caused by the 
problem of the tum-of-thc- 

century date change - the 
threat that many computer sys- 
tems will cease to function 
properly frojn 2000. Because 
keyboards win have to accom- 
modate the new euro symbol, 
manufacturers need to start 
preparing new models now. 

Banks and big corporations 
in most member states are at an 
advanced stage of preparation 
but the lack of awareness 
among small businesses was 
“frightening” the EU industry 
commissioner Marlin Bange- 
mann admitted yesterday. 

Mr de Stiguy said yesterday 
that British officials were co- 
operating fully in discussions on 
the technical preparations for 
EMU. That will offer little 
comfort howeveT to British 
businesses or retailers who still 
have no idea whether their 
customers. win stiD he paying for 
goods m sterling when their Eu- 
ropean neighbours are count- 
ing their cash in euros. 


We’ve just made our models even more attractive. 
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The biggest 
environmental 
organisation in the US, 
the century-old Sierra 
Club, is to ballot its 
members on whether 
to include an anti- 
immigration policy in 
its platform. Mary 
Dejevsky examines the 
background to the vote. 


The half- mill ion strong Sier- 
ra Club is a venerable Amer- 
ican institution, whose current 
publications discuss conserv- 
ing a state forest in I^nnsyl- 
vania. the ecological benefits 
of wetlands and how writing 
letters to politicians can be as 
effective u form of lobbying as 


donating large sums of mon- 
ey. For more than 30 years, 
however, it has incorporated 
into its aim of preserving wild 
places in the US and the 
world, the need - as it sees it 
- to limit population numbers. 

lo that end. it supports and 
helps to fund famil y-p lanning 
projects across Ore world. “A 
rapid end to population 
growth in this country and 
around the world," says its lit- 
erature. “is an essential part 
of any effort to protect the en- 
vironment,” In 1990. Sierra 
Club members gave “popula- 
tion control” the highest num- 
ber of votes of any of the 
Club’s national campaigns - 
and the popularity of that 
issue has not waned. 

Now, with immigration 
registering high among polit- 
ical concerns of several US 


states - especially California 
where the Sierra Club has Its 
headquarters - the dub has 
taken a step further. It has 
passed to a membership vote 
a grassroots initiative calling 
for a reduction in immigration 
into the United States. 

The argument advanced by 
one of those behind the initia- 
tive, Alan Kuper, is that im- 
migration feeds overpopulation 
which in turn increases traffic, 
air pollution, water shortages 
etc. With US population 
growth now deriving exdu- 
sively from immigration - as na- 
tive-born Americans have 
fewer children- be believes the 
dub should lend its consider- 
able political weight to the anti- 
immigration movement, 

The vote is scheduled for 
March and members' approval 
is not a foregone conclusion. 
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Big and greedy: Attitudes towards the car in America have changed little since the gas-guzzling days of this 1959 Cadillac Photograph: Colorific 
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The United States is under 
pressure to match Europe’s 
reductions in carbon emissions 
before world leaders meet in 
Kyoto to negotiate a global 
climate treaty. 

President Clinton has been 
trying to persuade his nation by 
enlisting car makers, scientists 
and television weather 
forecasters. But he is meeting 
some fierce resistance. 

Mary Dejevsky says that a 
scientific conference to be held at 
the White House on Monday 
could tip the balance. 


Whenever Americans switch on their tele- 
visions or open their newspapers at the mo- 
ment, they come face to face with lavish 
advertisements forecasting imminent en- 
vironmental disaster. 

This is not the scientists’ nightmare of 
rising sea-levels, flooded cities and desic- 
cated fields that has so impressed itself on 
European minds, but the claim that - if the 
Europeans and others get their way - 
Americans will have to pay an extra 50 cents 
for each gallon of petrol they buy, the price 
of electricity and gas “could soar", and. be- 
cause of higher production costs, so could 
the price of everything else. 

The advertisements are sponsored by 
lobbyists for the powerful United States en- 
ergy and automotive industries, which 
fear that the administration is about to bow 
to pressure from the Europeans (and al- 
most everyone else in the world) and fi- 
nally agree to reductions in its emissions 
of carbon gases. 

These are the gases that many scientists 
believe cause the phenomenon known as 
global warming. The US. with its gas-guz- 
zling cars, wasteful power plants and 
thirsty central heating and cooling systems 
is far and away the world's biggest producer 
of such gases. 

From the Rio Earth Summit in 1 992 to 
the five-year follow-up meeting held in New 
York this summer, the US has managed to 
fend off the increasingly insistent calls for 
action. 

At New York, however. President Bill 
Clinton could only buy time, promising to 


announce US measures at Kyoto in Japan. 
Now, with the main preparatory meeting 
for the Kyoto conference to be held in Boon 
later this month, the US must decide 
whether to support or scupper the planned 
treaty. The outbreak of cut-throat lobby- 
ing in the American media, a succession 
of briefings and seminars on climate 
change in Washington this week and some 
frantic activity at the White House In re- 
cent days - to culminate in Monday's “sci- 
ence summit’ - are the outward 
manifestations of a policy battle that is ap- 
proaching its climax. 

At the beginning of the week. President 
Clinton finally decided to lead from the front 
and said publicly that he accepted the need 
to combat global wanning. 

On Ibesday, be sent his environment sec- 
retary, Bruce Babbit, to address a meeting 
organised by the Union of Concerned Sci- 
entists. Mr Babbit’s first duty was to receive 
an open letter, agned by more than 1.500 
eminent scientists, calling on world leaders 
- including US leaders - to act urgently to 
reduce carbon emissions. 

On Wednesday, Mr Q in ton invited 100 
of the country’s television weather fore- 
casters to the White House to hear his pitch 
again, along with the presentations of as- 
sembled scientists. 

The idea was not, it was said, to impose 
a “reduce emissions” slant on the nation’s 
weather forecasts, but to inform the broad- 
casters of the arguments. 

Yesterday it was the turn of the car-mak- 
ers. The chief executives of General Mo- 
tors, Ford and Chiysler had reportedly 
requested such a meeting to air what a Fozd 
spokesman described as tbeir “deep reser- 
vations" about the Kyoto conference. 
They fear that higher petrol lax and more 
environmentally geared specifications 
could damage the US car market. 

Cars and ihe price of petrol are - as the 
lobbyists, and the administration well re- 
alise -a prize card inthe hand of those who 
oppose a US commitment to reduce car- 
bon emissions. 

Only recently liberated from the 55mph 
speed limit introduced during the Seven- 
ties energy crisis, and still wedded to large, 
heavy cars, Americans are scared tty noth- 
ing more than the prospect of gasoline and 
cor prices rising to European levels. 

The argument, presented forcefully in 
Washington this week by the former Toiy 
British secretary of state for the environ- 
ment, John Glimmer, is that the vastly high- 
er fuel consumption of American cars 
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makes motoring in the US almost as ex- 
pensive as in Europe and that low fuel 
prices have allowed cars, heating systems 
and electrical appliances to remain irre- 
sponsibly wasteful. It is not one that most 
Americans want to hear. 

Mr Gummerwas in the US to make the 
point that a Conservative government 
had been both convinced enough of the risk 
of global warming and concerned enough 
about its consequences to take effective ac- 
tion - reducing carbon emissions in the UK 
by almost 20 per cent since 1990. 

His message was addressed partly to the 
Republican majority in the US Congress, 
which re mains unconvinced by the scien- 
tific arguments, reluctant to pass legisla- 
tion that would increase costs, and could 
block ratification of a treaty. Blit he was 
also warning the Administration of the in- 
ternational opprobrium that the US would 
incur if it.dOuted or refused to sign the 
planned Kyoto treaty. 

Although Mr Clinton now seems fully 
converted to the cause and is making it his 
own. the battle is by no means won. Mr Bab- 
bit told Tuesday’s meeting that the Presi- 
dent found himself having to manoeuvre 
between the whirlpool of international dis- 
approval and the “monsters" of the US Sen- 
ate and revealed that a furious debate was 
going on inside the administration. That de- 
bate. like the one in the country at large, 
is complicated by Mr Clinton's plans for 
the imminent deregulation of the US en- 
ergy sector. The energy industry is thus 
fighting on multiple fronts - not just 
3gainst the scientists of global warming, but 
against anything that would jeopardise tbeir 
current market position and their future 
competitirity. 

At Tuesday’s conference, Mr Babbitt 
tried to console the scientists by saying that 
the US would announce its position at Bonn 
later this month. Significantly, however, he 
was substituting for the meeting’s billed 
keynote speaker. Vice-President Al Gore 
- until recently the administration's “Mr 
Environment'’. 

Mr Gore's decision to stay in the White 
House and have the television cameras film 
him operating a “V-chip” - the device that 
would allow parents to censor their chil- 
dren's television viewing - showed which 
cause he judged the politically safer bet 
If Mr Gore returns to his role as chief en- 
vironmentalist, this could be a sign that Mr 
Clinton has turned the tide. But no one, 
not even the weather forecasters, is mak- 
ing any firm predictions. 
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Court tells council 
to pick up £2m bill 
for cliff-fall hotel 



Lamkmmers and their 
^ insurers face the 
* prospect of huge bills for 
natural disasters 
following a High Court 
judgment. Nicholas Schoon, 
Environment 
Correspondent, explains. 
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When the grandiose Holbeck 
Hall Hotel on the North York- 
dare coast plunged down a diff- 
side a few years agp it was only 
the beginning. That spectacu- 
lar and expensive landslide in 
1993 resulted in a legal earth- 
quake yesterday. 

Scarborough borough coun- 
cil was held liable for the de- 
struction of the four star 
Victorian hotel, and its insur- 1 
ers are facing a bill of about 
£2xn. A judge in London ruled 
that the authority broke its 
duty of care to maintain the 
land and cliffs which it owned 
between the hotel’s surround- 
ings and the sea. 

One night in June 1993 part 
of the Holbeck Hall’s gently 
sloping lawn collapsed. A sec- 
ond slide in the early hours re- 
moved most of the remaining 
lawn. After guests and staff 
were evacuated, further col- 
lapses look out the hotel’s con- 
servatory and alm ost its entire 
seaward wing. 

What was left of the build- 
ing, which had enjoyed 
s, panoramic views of the seaside 
- town and coastline, was unsafe 
and had to be demolished. 

The disaster was headline 
news, and the late John Smith 
used it as a potent metaphor for 
Britain’s decline under the 
Conservatives in his leaders 
speech to the Labour Party con- 
ference a few months later. 

The derision of Judge John 
Hicks QC is highly controver- 
sial, and in giving his judgment 





Costly slip: Holbeck Hall 
after the big slide 


he invited an appeal against it. 
Unless it is over-ruled by a high- 
er court, the complex judg- 
ment - following a 36 day 
hearin g - leaves landowners li- 
able for any damage caused to 
their neighbours by natural 
phenomena like erosion and 
landslides. 

“The liabilities could be 
phenomenal and the conse- 
quences serious,” said William 
Howarth, Professor of envi- 
ronmental law at Kent Uni- 
versity. “It goes against the 
general principle that landown- 
ers can’t be held responsible for 
natural hazards, and I hope 
there is a successful appeaL” 
The case hinges on the 
council's duties as a landown- 
er holding the land next to the 
hotel, and not on its responsi- 
bilities to combat coastal ero- 
sion. Judge Hicks said he felt 
bound by a principle established 
in an earlier, equally contro- 
versial case - Leakey versus the 
National Trust. 

In that Court of Appeal 


judgment in 1980, the Nation- 
al Trust was held liable for the 
damage done when rocks tum- 
bled off one of its properties 
and smashed into a house. 

“I regard the Leakey versus 
National Trust derision as a Wot 
on our jurisprudence,” said 
Professor Howarth. “I know of 
no instance when it has been 
applied, until now." 

In court, the hotel’s insurers 
lawyers had alleged that the 
council's engineering depart- 
ment failed to heed expert ad- 
vice when it was trying to 
alleviate the rids of a deep-sear- 
ed slip of Holbeck cliff. . 

Lawyers acting for the coun- 
cil's insurers said the stabilising 
work it planned for the cliffs 
was based on the recommen- 
dations of its geotechnical ex- 
perts, GEN, who had surveyed 
the cliff and liability rested 
with them. They also argued 
that these works, carried out in 
1 989. were reasonable and the 
collapse of the 200ft high cliff 
r could not have been foreseen. 

Judge Hicks said it should 
> have been dear that a more far- 
1 reaching land stabilisation 
j scheme was necessary. Scar- 
borough had breached a cora- 
t mon law duty to take steps to 
prevent or minimise damage to 

a its neighbour. 
j_ John TrebWe, Scarborough s 
i- chief executive, said there 
e would be an appeal “The judg- 
i- ment comes as a serious shock 
jr to all concerned. It breaks to- 
>e tally new ground as it seeks to 
* create a new duty on landown- 

ie ers, the implications of which 
D _ are quite startling, based on 

tie . very nebulous principles." 

gi_ coastal councils do have 
o- statutory responsibilities for 
git protecting land against sea ero- 
ed sion, but these are framed as le- 
*>. gal powers rather than duties. 

he By and large, if a property is be- 
. jng eroded by the sea. that is the 

sal landowner's problem. 
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Leaning toWer of the North makes a move on Pisa 


Edinburgh is the ‘Athens 

of the North* and now 

Scotland has grounds to 
make a claim for an 
emerging ‘Pisa of the 
North’- Stephen Goodwin, 

Heritage Correspondent; 
reports on a monument, 
on the move. 


Before the authorities closed 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
seven years ago, ascensionists 
on the internal spiral staircase 
constantly bumped the im- 
pending wall as they tried to 
remain upright- Sadly, this 
curious sensation is denied 
the Blairistas who now flood 
Tbscany. 

But Pisa has a pretender to 
its crown. Standing by the 
banks of Loch Shiel, in the 

west of Scotland, the 182-year 
old Glenfinnan monument to 
the clansmen who died for 
Bonnie Prince Charlie is lean- 
ing 10 inches to the west. 

Thiir of closure would be 


alarmist. None the less, the 
monument’s guardian, the Na- 
tional Trust for Scotland, is 
about to appoint a structural 
e ngine er to monitor the angle 
over the next 12 months. 

“We had a good look at it 
a couple of months ago and it 
is safe enough,” said Donald 
MacAskfll the .NTS regional 
building surveyor. “There are 
no fissures or cracks showing 
in the structure." 

The Bonnie Prince s Jaco- 
bite standard was raised a t 
Glenfinnan in 1745. The NTS 
visitor centre which teUs the 
story attracts about 60,lXJU 
people a year, of whom more 


than half go up the 65ft 

monument. 

Like Pisa, the tower has an 
internal spiral stair. However, 
the lean is nowhere near as 
dramatic. The top of Pisa’s 
179ft tower is a giddying 17ft 
off perpendicular. In 1929 the 
Glenfinnan monument was 

recorded as leaning three indi- 
es to the east. Now its lean in 
the opposite direction is just 
becoming visible to the eye. 

It will be up to the £8,000 
monitoring and survey pro- 
gramme to determine the pre- 
cise cause of the list but it 
seems to be due to subsidence 
of the sandy peaty soil and 


flooding. The monument ts 
only 35ft from the loch and 
storms have eroded the bank. 

Gle nfinnan wiD no doubt be 
able to take the extra notori- 
ety it is stride. It is not the first 
time the granite tower has 
■been embarrassed. The sand- 
stone figure gazing from its 
battlement down Loch Shiel is 
supposed to be the Bonnie 
Prince. But the sculptor, John 
Greenshields, mistakenly 
modelled the work on a por- 
trait of young George Lockhart 
of Carnworth - who served in 
the prince’s army - and a chap 
now inclining increasingly to 
his left 
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Yeltsin may 
third term i 


aim for 
s President 


US fires army laser to test 
its own satellites 


Will Boris Yeltsin stand again for 
election as Russia’s President? He 
hinted yesterday that his mind is 
not quite made up. Phil Reeves sifts 
through the evidence. 


Kremlin watchers have never needed 
more than a slither of a rumour on which 
to base their predictions. So they were de- 
lighted yesterday when Boris Yeltsin 
served up a considerably tastier morsel - 
a him, a palpable him, that ho has not ruled 
out running for a third term. 

As ever, it was not so much what was 
said, as what wasn’t. A month ago the 66- 
year-uld president categori call y stated 
would not seek another stint in office, pre- 
ferring to stand aside for younger candi- 
dates. But yesterday ambiguity set in, 
fuelled by the evidence that he now seems 
to be positively relishing his job as the had 
of a chaotic, crime-drenched, country. He 
was joking when he recently described him- 
self as Tsar Boris the First. But. for many, 
it had a plausible ring. 

Questioned about a third term by re- 
porters during a trip to Nizhny Novgorod, 
he laughed, but issued no clear denial. 
“Friends and colleagues have forbidden me 
from talking about this,” he said. 

However faint, the possibility that he 
might seek to hold onto power is a re- 
flection of the president’s extraordinary re- 
versal of fortune in the last ten months. 
Can this be the man who was so sick with 
heart trouble only a year ago that he be- 
came a near hermit? 

This week his former chief of staff. 
Sergei Filatov, told The Independent that 
Mr Yeltsin had twice told him that he was 
thinking of not running in last year’s poll, 
when he won re-election. Those discussions 
were in the summer of 1995, when he was 
sick, unpopular, drinking, and sending 
thousands of his countrymen to their 
death in Chechnya, fa the end. he was per- 
suaded by his supporters - a tiny elite en- 
riched by reforms, who feared a 
Communist victory - to stay on. Elements 
of the same group, now divided, seem to 
be at work again. 

A third bid for office would lead to a 
debate over the Russian constitution 
which restricts presidents to two terms. 
However, Mr Yeltsin has some room for 
manouevre: he was first elected as presi- 
dent of the Russian republic in 1991. when 
it remained part of the Soviet Union. The 



The United Stales will fire two brief but powerful laser beams 
at an ageing American satellite in the next few days to test 
the vulnerability of its satellite systems, defense department 
officials said. “Secretary of Defense William Cohen has to- 
day approved an experiment that will be used to reduce the 
vulnerability of US satellite systems,” the Pentagon raid in 
a brief statement released after a Nato defence ministers’ 
meeting in the Netherlands. 

Ken Bacon, a spokesman for Mr Cohen, told reporters 
in the Netherlands that the two brief beams will be fired at 
an orbiting US Airforce satellite from the army laser, called 
the Mid-Jnfra-Red Advance Chemical Laser (Miracl), from 
White Sands missile range in the New Mexico desert They 
would not uy to destroy the satellite, he added. 


Arafat visits Hairia 
fau nde r in hospital 
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Joiners to pay Nato costs 




Nato told three former communist countries negotiating mem- 
bership that they would have to bear most of the cost of join- 
ing themselves. "The bulk of the cost should lie on the 
shoulders of the three countries. There’s no doubt about, that,” 
Nato Secretary-General Javier Sol ana told a news confer- 
ence after alliance defence ministers met their counterparts 
from Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary. 

Mr Solana said that Nato would come up with figures be- 
fore the end of the year, to allow parliaments in its 16 na- 
tions and the three new countries time to weigh the facts. 
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Ultimatum for Karadzic 


President Yeltsin, apparently feel- 
ing rather better these days 




Russian constitution, however, was not 
passed until 1993. 

Yesterday's squall of speculation will not 
bring much joy to the millions of Russian 
empoverished by the transition from 
Communism, especially those who re- 
member the stagnant last years of Leonid 
Brezhnev. Mr Yeltsin has already survived 
seven years longer than the average Russ- 
ian male: by the end of a third term, he 
would be 73 - a mere two years younger 
than Mr Brezhnev when he died. 

It is also a measure of the perverse na- 
ture of Moscow politics. The vast power 
of the president severely limits the role of 
the opposition between elections, con- 
demning them to a life of dreaming wist- 
fully about their next trip to the ballot box. 

With three years left to the next elec- 
tion, two of his opponents - ex-general 
Alexander Lebed, and the liberal Grigo- 
ry Yavlinksy - have already declared their 
candidacy. Several others, notably the au- 
tocratic mayor of Moscow. Yuri Luzhkov, 
are blatantly campaigning. Election poli- 
tics arc on a permanent loop in Russia, and 
Mr Yeltsin’s behaviour yesterday ensured 
that it keeps spinning merrily. 


International officials presented Serb hardliners loyal to war 
crimes suspect Radovan Karadzic with a tough choice: bow 
to imposed changes on broadcasting or slay off the air. A 
formal plan to revamp broadcasting from the half of the Bosn- 
ian Serb substate led by Karadzic cohorts will be presented 
today, the office of High Representative Carlos Wbstendorp 
said. 

His spokesman, Duncan BuUivant, suggested that the plan 
would ask for the firing of some of the hardliners responsi- 
ble for broadcasts deemed inflammatory and destructive of 
Western peace efforts. Broadcasts from Rale, Mr Karadz- 
ic’s stronghold south of Sarajevo, were pulled from the air 
on Wednesday, after Na to-led peace troops seized four key 
transmitters across Bosnia. Since then. Bosnian Serbs have 
only had broadcasts from Banja Luka in the west by anti- 
Karadzic supporters of Bosnian Serb President Bfljana Plavsic. 


Yasser Arafat embraces Sheikh Yassin in his hospital bed yesterday- Z; V AP 


Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat visited the founder and 
spiritual leader of the militant 
Palestinian movement Hamas, 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, in a 
Jordanian hospital yesterday. 

Sheikh Yassin was released by 
Israel on Wednesday under 
mysterious circumstances. 
Speculation is rising that he may 
return to Gaza, agencies report. 


Troops on turtle territory 


An environmental group accused Nato troops on manoeu- 
vres in southern Greece of damaging a nesting site for the 
endangered caretta carett3 sea turtle. “The beach has been 
destroyed,” said Dimitris Margariloulis, president of the Sea 
Turtle Protection Society. Nalo officials denied the beach was 
damaged or that any turtle nests had been harmed. More 
than 5.000 troops, nearly 200 planes and 70 ships from Bel- 
gium. Britain, Denmark. Germany. Greece, Spain, Portugal 
and the United States are taking part in'Nato's 19-day “Dy- 
namic Mix", a large air, land and sea exercise held in the 
southwestern Aegean and the Mediterranean. 


President Arafat was driven to the hospi- 
tal by King Hussein of Jordan, who re- 
ceived the ailing cleric on Wednesday just 
hours after appealing to Israel for his re- 
lease from jail oq humanitarian grounds. 

The release was hailed in Jordan as a 
humanitarian triumph for King Hussein. 
But the monarch has come in for sharp crit- 
icism from Palestinian officials, who said 
Yassin should have been returned home 
to Gaza. They said Arafat, who had con- 
tinually demanded that Israel free the 
whccichair-bound Sheikh Yassin, had 


been kept ia the dark on his:rdease. : - 

But Arafat put a brave iaceanihe king’s 
intervention yesterday. “I gjrehtiy thank 
King Hussein for this blessed efterfwhich - . 
he has exerted to release Sheikh Yassin - 
which we had talked about maity timesm 
the past and now (the monarch) has ful- 
filled his promise.” Arafat added.' 

Israel has not said if it would allow him 
to return home to the Gaza Strip: But a | 
Hamas leader said he will return toGaza 
in two weeks. “Sheikh Ahmed Yassin in- 
tends to return to Gaza in two weeks and 
King Hussein confirmed today that he is 
free to return whenever he wants." Abdel- 
Aziz al-Ranlissi told Reuters in Gaza. 

There was intense speculation that 
Sheikh Yassin's release was connected with 
the arrest of two men for an attack on a 
Hamas leader in Jordan. King Hussein re- 
portedly believed the men were acting for 
Mossad, the Israeli intelligence service. 

The men were travelling on Canadian 
passports, and yesterday Canada ex- 
pressed unhappiness about the incident. 

It warned Israel over what it believes may 
have been the “improper use“ of Canadian 
documents. 
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The cunfectionciy giant Nestle USA has 
bowed to public opinion and has agreed 
to stop selling chocolate sweets with Dis- 
ney toys hidden inside, a sweet which is still 
sold in Britain. 

The company responded to growing crit- 
icism by announcing that it would volun- 
tarily stop marketing the sweets Nestle 
Magic chocolate balls although the Food 
and Drink Administration had not decid- 
ed whether to force Nestle to pull the 
sweets off the market. 

■ For 60 years the United Stales has 
banned sweets where toys or trinkets are 
imbedded in them. In this country sweets 
containing toys are marked with a warn- 
ing, but the European Commission is ex- 
pected to lay down new standards for them. 

Nestle has not recalled the chocolates, 
but anyone who wishes to return them to 
the store where they were purchased will 


be given a Tull refund, said Laurie Mac- 
Donald. a spokeswoman for the confec- 
tionery giant. 

“Some of the toys harely. and I mean 
by a fraction of a little toe, pass the stan- 
dard choke test,” said Richard BlumenthaL 
the Attorney-General for Connecticut, 
who led several stale attorneys general in 
denouncing the chocolates. 

“No major corporation ought to be em- 
bedding toys in candy, not to mention this 
kind of liny character.” 

The company itself claims the toys are 
safe and the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission agreed that the Disney movie 
figures - inside a ball awe red in Nestle 
Magic chocolate - were too big to choke 
a child. And the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration confirmed on Wednesday that it 
knew of no injuries associated with Nestle 
Magic. 


NeslieMagic first went on sale m the US 
in July - even though the FDA warned 
Nestle at the time that selling the choco- 
lates violated a federal law that prohibits 
non-nutrition items from being embedded 
in food unless the agency issues an 
exemption. 

The FDA did not grant that exception 
to Nestle, but neither did it immediately 
take acLion against the company because 
its own preliminary review concluded the 
candies did not pose an imminent hazard. 

A spokeswoman for the Child Accident 
Prevention Trust welcomed Nestle's move 
in the US and called for further moves in 
Britain. 

“This is something that needs to be 
looked at very carefully.” sbe said. 


— Glenda Cooper 
Consumer Affairs Correspondent 
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Australians have been warned 
against eating undercooked 
game meat, including kangaroo 
and wallaby, after doctors dis- 
covered what could be a new 
parasite spread to humans. 

Professor John Gotdsmid, 
professor of medical microbi- 
ology at the University of Tas- 
mania, said that a parasite bad 
been found in a Tasmanian 
man who had suffered severe 
muscle weakness. At one stage 
he needed a ventilator and tra- 
cheotomy to breathe. 

The professor told the Aus- 
tralian College of General 
Practitioners in Hobart, that the 
patient was a big eater of na- 
tive meat and undercooked 
wallaby and kangaroo involved 
“probable dangers”. 

The International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, which is cam- 
paigning against “the cruelly of 
kangaroo slaughter and the 
unhygienic treatment of the 
meat”, called on supermarkets 
in this country to stop selling 
kangaroo meat. It says ihc 
meat “has been touted as the 
new ‘healthy* alternative to red 
meat in the UK yet it may cause 
unimagined health problems”. 

— Glenda Cooper 
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An author uncomfortable with her subject: Marele Day comes face-to-face with her protagonists and she is frightened 


Photograph: Nicola Kura 


The pen may be mightier than the sword 
but the sheep are mightier than the pen 


Marele Day has written 
a very good, very 
strange novel which has 
transformed her career. 
She was a modestly 
successful crime writdr 
but ‘Lambs of God’, 
a tale of weird goings-on 
Involving nuns and 
sheep, has made her 
a star. If you don't 
believe Ann Treneman, ask 
^ j Winona Ryder. 

Marele Day is a writer who is 
on the brink of the big time. 
Her new novel Lambs of God 
has already made her a rich and 

happy woman. Sales are excel- 
lent reviews great and she has 
just signed a deal with Holly- 
wood. Can fame be far behind? 

But all that seems very far 
away as I watch Marele - chic 
in a little black dress and chinky 
heels - pick her way through the 
small sheep pasture at Kentish 
Tbwn city farm. Wj are here to 
take a photograph. Her novel 
is choddhl of sheep and it only 
* seemed natural to find a flock 
for her. Except now that we 
were here it was dear that 
Marele is frightened of sheep. 

“Is his name John?” she asks 
with a nervous look at the ram. 
“The name of the ram in my 
book is Father John." 

“No, his name is Joe and you 
better watch out for him," says 
the former as he manhandles 


•the ram away. Marele’s eyes get 
wider and I am sure that she 
would rather be anywhere else 
than m an endosed space with 
Joe and his harem. 

The pasture is getting rather , 
crowded. In addition to the 
sheep, there is the former, 
Marele, the photographer, me 
and a radio documentary mak- 
er named Bamaby. He is doing 
a programme for Radio 4 on 
Marele called “From Down 
Under to On Top of the Warid" 
and thinks it will be great to 
record what he calls the “actu- 
alite" of the sheep. To this end 
be is standing in the middle of 
the field, microphone out- 
stretched for baa-baas. He says 
that when he is done with the 
actualite. he would like to in- 
terview me about my inter- 
view with Marele. 

This is all getting so strange 
that I half expect to see Robert 
Altman burst out of the shrub- 
bery to teQ us we are all in one 
of his movies (presumably 
about the literary scene). In re- 
ality, the only filmmaker being 
mentioned to do with Lambs of 
God is much younger, much 
prettier and much bigger box 
office. Winona Ryder has 
bought the film rights and will 
co-produce and star. Marele 
says sometimes she cannot be- 
lieve this is happening to her: 
a 50-year-old former English 
teacher from Sydney who cre- 
ated the fictional private eye 
named Claudia YhJentine, and 
wrote four books starring her 


but then one day gol a crazy 
idea to write a book about 
nuns and sheep. 

Lambs of God tells the tale 
of Iphigenia. Carla and Mar- 
garita who live-in a crumbling 
monastery on a remote island. 
The nuns have been alone for 
so long that they have gone fer- 
al and their lives revolve around 
a bastardised sort of Catholi- 
cism and their sheep (many of 
which are named after de- 
ceased nuns). At night they tell 
fairy tales and knit (their own 
hair as well as wool). The scene 
is lusciously set with the lan- 
guage of smell, blood, guts, sen- 
sation. 

Then one day something 
unusual happens. “Smell with 
no name," sniffs Iphigenia who 
soon identifies the yeasty, cus- 
tardy scent as that of a man. A 
young priest duty arrives, cart- 
ing a mobile phone and a plan 
to turn the area into a resort 
The nuns respond by shearing 
him, plastering his legs togeth- 
er, giving him a tail and plac- 
ing him in the sheep-pen. 

It is a wild, wacky and liter- 
ary tale that follows and it is al- 
most impossible to match 
anything but the literary bit to 
the woman silting before me. 
Marele Day is quiet, sophisti- 
cated and tells her own story in 
a soft Australian accent. “I 
was making quite a nice little 
living on my detective stories: 
people knew me and I'd be go- 
ing round doing this and that," 
she says “But this idea just 


wouldn’t go away. 1 thought it 
was wacky too but I was also 
quite intrigued." 

She decided the only thing 
to do was write it and so start- 
ed work. This involved a lot of 
research as she knew very lit- 
tle about sheep - “Sydney has 
a population of four million 
people and not a sheep in sight 

- and is not Catholic. It’s always 
said that you should write what 
you know but I prefer to choose 
something I don’t know any- 
thing about" 

Then she had a little lie- 
down. “A lot of the work is done 
lying on the couch, day-dream- 
ing. The first shocking idea I 
had was about them knitting 
their hair. I thought that is so 
gross. Then I thought: why is 
that so gross? Wc are quite hap- 
py to wear animal hair on our 
backs. Why do we feel revolt- 
ed by human hair? Then I 
thought about blood. Catholi- 
cism is a cannibalistic religion 

- in the Eucharist you symbol- 
ically drink blood and cat flesh 
and Christians all over the 
world do this every Sunday. So 
why not real blood? What’s so 
extreme about that if you don't 
have wine? 

“Of course once you've had 
one shocking idea, well ... The 
next one was putting the priest 
in plaster. It horrified me and 
I wondered if they might kill 
him. 1 started out not knowing 
where I was going to end up. 

“I had some kind of experi- 
ence writing this book that I’ve 


not had with the other four. I 
can't even articulate it. I think 
that other writers call it being 
in The Zone. It's like when you 
are a marathon runner and you 
get to the point where you are 
not aware of yourself as a sin- 
gle entity and you’re in the race 
and you are part of the running. 
It was like that It sounds a bit 
weird but it all comes alive and 
suddenly you are actually in that 
world." 

When she emerged, the 
book was finished and anoth- 
er drama began. This one was 
financial. In one week Iasi Oc- 
tober the book was “auctioned’' 
to publishers in Australia and 
three other countries. All were 
healthy five-figure and six-fig- 
ure deals and she speaks of it 
oil with a kind of awe. 

“The week began on Sunday 
night with news from Ger- 
many. There was this fax and I 
was just counting the noughts! 
And the resuJ ts of the UK auc- 
tion came on a Wednesday 
night, and then US came on the 
Friday morning and then 20 
minutes later the phone rang 
and it was a Hollywood film 
agent. I was reeling, reeling. All 
I could do was go into the gar- 
den and pick weeds. I was stu- 
pefied." 

Her first reaction to the 
Hollywood phone call was that 
it must he a friend playing a 
trick. But it wasn't. Jerry Kala- 
jian is veiy much the real thing 
and he was calling because the 
word was out about this hot 


book. “Lots of agents were af- 
ter Marele." he says when I ring 
him in LA. But what, exactly, 
is the attraction to this strange 
story? 

“I’ll tell yon what I kwe 
about this," says Jerry. “I kwe 
the oestrogen. I love it. That’ s 
what made this book work for 
me." 

Marele lakes up the story 
again, carefully picking her 
way through the jargon. “So 
then he tells me we are giving 
it to Winona Ryder. He says 
that Winona is wrapping .4 lien 
4 and that it might take a 
while. But he rang me back 
within a week and said 
“Winona’s in". She’s co-pro- 
ducing with Fox 2000. When 
Variety ran the story the head- 
line was ‘Fox grabs Lambs’!" 

Marele is now in a travel- 
ling phase - she has had bouts 
of these throughout her life - 
and she has just an inkling of 
what may become her next 
book. “My life has just burst 
open. There are so many 
choices as to what I could do 
now. I had a nice minimalist 
life before - a life that I en- 
joyed - but now it has simply 
burst open and I’m in a stage 
of deciding what to do next. If 
anybody has any ideas. I’d be 
happy to bear them." Some- 
how I don’t think that is going 
to be a problem. 


'Lambs of God’ by Marele Day 
is published hv Anchor at £9.99. 




The have bare 

feet, the.Q^een will wear 
white sbdofe 

The Queen faces an awkward problem as she 
approaches .the Golden Tfemple in Amritsar' 
later this month. Itis not whether to 
apologise for the massacre there ia 1919, 
when British troops firedon a peaceful 
demonstration andlaBed 379 people. It is 
not even whether-to mention the more recent 
kflKngs there, 'when Indian army troops 
fought tbeir way into Lbe holiest shrine of 
. Sikhism, kflfiug a thousand people. Ttjs 
whether she should wear sodcs. 

The Goldoulfemple, lilce ail Sikh 
gurdwaras, may not be profaned with shoes. 
This is a general rule in Eastern religions: - 
shoes are hot worn in mosques or Hindu 
temples. Everyone, whether monarch or 
Archbishop of’ 'Canterbury, removes his shoes 
on entry. The trouble comes with socks: 
though religiously acceptable to wear them in 
a temple, can it ever be sartorially correct to 
wear them on a state visit? 

If Her Majesty takes my advice, she wQi 
shun socks: there are recesses of my self- 
esteem still quivering from the day 25 years . 
ago when a friend was married in the Woking 
Mosque, and 1 realised too late that 1 had 
donned odd socks that morning; one bright 
orange and the other viridian. AQ through 
the ceremony I found people looking at me; 
and looked down in embarrassment, only to 
find that in place of a pair of reassuring, n on- 
judgmental shoes, there were these 
screaming colours accusing me of 
pretentiousness at the top of tbeirvoices. 

There are entire Royal households 
arranged to prevent such things happening to 
Queens, but you can never be quite certain. I 
imagine there is some noble, fitted by 
centuries of breeding to the post, who is 
keeper of the Queen's sock drawer. Perhaps 
the post is given to the youngest child of the 
Mistress of the Vfordrobe - it would be 
cheaper than a dukedom. But is the man 
ready for his task on October 15, when the 
Queen will visit the temple? Will he not be 
weakened by years of purely ceremonial 
duties, like the Welsh Guards on board Sir 
Galahad, and crumple when told to select the 
socks that all the world will see? The strain.- 
the responsibility, are too much for anyone 
to bear. Besides, the Golden Temple is not 
designed for socks. The floors are marble, 
and there are ample foot-washing facilities. 

Yet can Her Majesty appear without 
socks? The last time a member of the royal 
family had her toes photographed does not 
make an encouraging omen. Could the 
mystique of royalty survive the sight of a 70- 
year-old pair of bare feet, even if no Sikh 
sucks them? Kitty Kelley may have made a 
fortune by inviting us into the confidences of 
the royal gynaecologist but I don’t think that 
there will be much demand for the privileged 
viewpoint of the royal chiropodist. 

Socks are safer. Pondering these matters. 
Her Majesty's advisers must surety have 
considered, and rejected, the option of tights. 
Even if she knows what they are - and I find 
it difficult to imagine that the monarchy has 
modernised itself to such an extent that she 
docs - they are lethal on marble floors. One 
slip and you're sitting on your royal arse, 
surrounded by the ruins of a state visit. 

The preferred compromise is that Her 
Majesty should wear white socks, while no 
one else in the party docs. These discussions 
are stiU shrouded in secrecy, as her socks wfli 
be. It is all rather sad, especially when you 
consider what a simple solution was available 
to the foreign office in its difficult 
negotiations with the Temple authorities: we 
could simply have sent Tony Blair insteadjind 
watched him dodge stuffy old protocol as he 
ran boyish and dry-shod across the 
surrounding lake, then walked through the 
temple, his shoes a reverent inch above the 
ground. 


Madly in love: how Nicola Pagett’s infatuation tipped over into obsession 


Yesterday it emerged 
that the Prime Minister^ 
press secretary had been 
the object of Nicola 

Pagett’s era to manic 
obsession. Glenda Cooper 
analyses. 

M I fell in love with Tire 
Stranger’s face. I looked at a 
man’s face and into his eyes on 
a screen and I believed him. ‘If 
it doesn't begin it can never 
end.’ That’s what I wrote to 
him. " 

So Nicola PagetL the former 
Upstairs Downstairs actress, 
bravely chronicles in her auto- 
biography the beginning of her 
descent into obsessive manic 
depression as she falls in love 
and becomes obsessed with a 
man she sees on TV whom she 
nicknames “The Stranger". 

Yesterday it was claimed 
that The Stranger was in fact 
the Prime Minister's press sec- 
retary, Alastair Campbell. As 


her disorder worsened, Pagett 
wrote hundreds of letters to 
him, sent him a cheque for £6bn 
signed “Moi" and under the 
delusion that it was his in- 
struction, falsely accused her 
husband of having an incestu- 
ous relationship with their 15- 
year-old daughter and feeding 
her heroin. 

Psychologists agree that the 
roots of obsession are to be 
found in all of us. “There is a 
normal side to this," says Pro- 
fessor Jtetroska Clarkson, con- 
sultant psychologist and author. 
“When you first foil in love you 
can't think of anything cise 
hut the other person and what 
they are doing." 

But for some, infatuation be- 
comes obsession - and when 
the object of your desires is a 
famous person it is particular- 
ly potent- Helena Bonham- 
Carter, Madonna and Monica 
Seles have all had to take ac- 
tion to cope with obsessed 
fans. At the most serious lev- 
el, John Hinckley shot President 


Reagan to impress film star 
Jodie Foster, and John Lennon 
was killed by Mark Chapman. 

Little is known about delu- 
sional disorders - although 
delusions are common symp- 
toms in schizophrenia and 
manic depression (Pagetts dis- 
order) - people can exhibit 
delusional erotomania with no 
other symptoms: “Otherwise 
they lead a perfectly normal 
life," says Dr David Nias, a clin- 
ical psychologist at the Uni- 
versity of London, who feels 
that because of a paucity of re- 
search we often have difficul- 
ty diagnosing the disorder. 

But what is the appeal of the 
famous? “If you’re going to 
have a fantasy lover, you're go- 
ing to go for someone famous 
because you simply want the 
best.” reasons Dr Nias. “Fa- 
mous people have gol some- 
thing going for them - they're 
beautiful, successful and pow- 
erful not the shabbily dressed 
people we see every day." 

Professor Clarkson, who has 



NfcoU Pagett and Alastair CampbelL He became the focus of her existence 


specialised in the psychology of 
celebrity added: “Famous peo- 
ple represent for us our dreams, 
our hopes, our aspiration, our 
wishes, our fantasies. People 
project their aspirations onto 
the famous and make them 
larger than life. H’s a very, 
very complex relationship. 

“Famous people are the 
carriers of our projections. We 
aspire to be like them - we 


would like to be as beautiful, 
successful, acclaimed as they 
are. That’s the positive side. The 
negative side is that people in- 
vest in the famous so much that 
they cannot live tbeir own lives. 
They become a vicarious pro- 
jection for us. And in cases like 
those of John Lennon and 
Jodie Foster it can become 
very destructive." 

Their sheer recurrent visi- 


bility adds to the danger of be- 
coming the focus of someone's 
obsession. “Rxjplc on television 
are in our (King room and 
thus reality can become a little 
bil blurred." says Professor 
Clarkson. ■ 

“Famous people often re- 
port being approached by peo- 
ple in the street and being 
asked what they did last week 
as if thev knew each other. 


That's what we went through 
with Diana. Someone said: 
“I've seen more pictures of 
Diana than Fll ever see of my 
mother." 

What makes people 
progress from the harmless 
crush to foil-blown obsession 
and delusion is difficult in sav. 
but Professor Clarkson be- 
lieves that it is a combination 
of predisposition, the environ- 
ment in which you grow up and 
life stressors you may be expe- 
riencing. On top of that, many 
are more vulnerable after suf- 
fering a loss: “People who have 
lost a child or suffered a shock 
or a bereavement - the delusion 
can serve to fill the space." 

Someone who has suffered 
an obsession is the radio disc 
jockey Mike Read. Hu was the 
subject of the attentions of a 
woman who has now changed 
her name to Blue Tulip Rose 
Read and believes she is mar- 
ried lo him. He says he copes 
with those who have pursued 
him by trying to distance him- 


self from it. 

“It comes with the job. but 
lots of jobs have far worse 
downsides. It doesn't realty 
. bother me, although ft can be 
disturbing when when you’re 
eating lunch and realise that 
people are watching you. Or 
they send photographs of your 
driveway and you realise 
they've been there and becnall 
over your bouse while you were 
out.- 1 think you just have to 
keep remembering that it's not 
their fault. They are not bad 
people." 

Dr Nias thinks that more re- 
search must be done into delu- 
sional disorders so that we can 
begin to understand and treat 
them. 

“For someone suffering 
from delusions it’s like the 
most important Jove affair 
ever." says Dr Nias. “The pre- 
occupation of being in love is 
the tragedy of it What should 
be the most fantastic experience 
of your life ends up being the 
most tragic." 
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The collapse of BTs ambition to be the 
world's leading phone company matters 
to all of us, not because it will affect the 
price of a phone call (it probably woa’U 
much), but because it raises the question 
of whether Britain needs companies which 
are global players to succeed in the glob- 
al economy. Is what is good for BT good 
■for Britain? This is a large question, and 
the cancellation of the merger between BT 
and the American giant MCI requires 
Labour’s modernisers to clarify the answers 
they have given so far. 

Five years ago now, Gordon Brown set 
out the principles of what he called the 
New Economics. Drawing heavQy on the 
thinking of Robert Reich, President Clin- 
ton's first Labor Secretary, the then shad- 
ow chancellor argued that nations could 
only “add value" by the skfli, ingenuity and 
enterprise of their workforces. Mr Reich's 
premise was that the large companies 
which dominate capitalism are footloose 
and unpatriotic: they owe no loyalty to a 


country, and will pursue the maximisation 
of profit regardless of national boundaries. 
A company oou Id be headquartered in De- 
troit or London, carry out all its manu- 
facturing in Korea or Vietnam, do its 
accounting in India and hold its accounts 
in the Cayman Islands. The only way in 
such a global economy for the government 
of one nation to develop a competitive 
advantage and retain the benefits for its 
people is to improve their skills, because 
workers are less mobile than capital and 
corporations. This was a new style of think- 
ing for the centre-left, and for New 
Labour it provided the intellectual ration- 
ale for the abandonment of Bennite 
"socialism in one country” a decade ear- 
lier. But it was highly simplistic, and in key 
respects - as the BT/MCI debacle shows 
- simply wrong. 

The fact that MCI has been swooped 
upon by a rival American company, 
WorldCom, is suggestive of the chauvin- 
ism of American finance. It turns out that 


the free market is not as blind to borders 
as Mr Reich thought. The idea that a huge 
American telephone company should be 
taken over by a foreign one - never mind 
that BT speaks English - did not appeal 
to Wall Street. The New York markets pre- 
ferred one of their own, the fast-talking 
Bernard Ebbeis, whose WorldCom may 
be a quarter the size of BT, but which was 
more or less created as a corporate vehi- 
cle by the Manhattan investment banks. 

Strategically. Mr Ebbers is pursuing the 
same vision as BT" s Sir lain Yhllance, one 
of Tony Blairs favourite business leaders. 
Mr Ebbcis says he wants MCI in order to 
build a global player in a world telecoms 
market which will be dominated by a small 
□umber of mega-corporations. That was 
Sir Iain's cunning plan, too, but it seems 
that international finance - that is, pre- 
dominantly American finance - is prepared 
to gear up the cash for it if the global play- 
er wears an American shirt. 

Messrs Brown and Blair cannot com- 


plain too loudly, however, because they 
never realty believed in the full version of 
Robert Reich's analysis. In practice, a 
strong streak of British nationalism has run 
through their relations with business. 
They did not like it when Rover was sold 
to BMW, and although they have 
embraced the slogans of Conservative 
orthodoxy in the matter of "not picking 
winners” they have promoted the global 
ambitions of both BT and British Airways. 
The similarities between the two cases are 
instructive: telecoms and airlines are two 
industries which are still emerging from 
state control and national regulation, 
and which have been strongly influenced 
by the rebirth of the "big is beautiful” 
doctrine in business. 

In the case of BT it was Labour, not 
the lb ties, which accepted the argument 
that less competition at home was a price 
worth paying for a "global player" wear- 
ing a British shirt. Mr Blair referred again, 
in his big speech this week, to his deal with 


BT to get every school on to the 'infor- 
mation superhighway. For him, it seems, 
BT is our General Motors, apd there is. 
ah identity of interests between company 
and corporation. That may smack of 
Fifties corporatism, but there is.as much, 
truth in it as in the Reich modeLBT is a . 
British company, with a British i workforce 
and a physical Detwork in this country 
which may be part of a global network; but 
which anchors it here. 

The question then is: what is good for 
BT? There were sufficient doubts about 
the MCI merger to suggest that it was in 
the interest of BT shareholders and cus- 
tomers to call it off Mr Blair’s mistake lay 
□ot in his support for BT but in backing 
a strategy for the company which was over- 
ambitious, reflecting Sir Iain's hist fora 
leading role on the world stage. It is not 
surprising that Mr Blair felt an affinity with 
him, but politicians should stay on the right 
side of the line between picking winners 
and backing proven success. 
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Cost of night surgery 

Sin Your report "Night shift sur- 
geons will cut the wait”, (29 Sep- 
tember) implies that it is the 
trust hospitals that are struggling 
to meet waiting lists. While 
some trusts may indeed be be- 
hind on contract, the real root 
of the problem is the failure to 
provide adequate resources to 
enable NHS hospitals to meet 
their local needs. 

This is because most pur- 
chasing authorities are them- 
selves cash-strapped and many 
first w-ave GP fund-holders 
seem intent on diverting NHS 
resources away from NHS hos- 
pitals and into the private sec- 
tor. The problem arose because 
the previous government chose 
to expend millions supporting 
an internal pseudo-market with 
all the attendant management 
costs, rather than spend it on 
direct patient care. While the 
new government is keen to cut 
"red tape”, it will not achieve 
this by amalgamating trusts if 
it does not first amalgamate 
purchasing authorities and ra- 
tionalise the waste of resources 
there. 

A disproportionate num- 
ber of staff appear to have been 
channelled into primary care. 
While some of these health pre- 
vention measures may take 30 
years to take effect, people 
still need their hernias and 
gall-bladders operated on. 

The Rapid Response Unit in 
Bradford last year showed the 
way forward. Vast numbers of 
patients can be processed, with 
all grades of staff being remun- 
erated reasonably for use of 
their spare time. But at the end 
or the day creating additional 
capacity in the evenings or 
weekends costs extra money. 

Is the Government equal to 
the task of reversing unneces- 
sary consumption in manager- 
ial terms, halting the exodus of 
cash into the private sector 
and as a result giving all our 
NHS hospitals what they need 
to provide an effective, sus- 
tainable capacity to meet the 
growing long-term need? 

Dr PETER KNAPPETT 
Director nf Critical Care 
Bradford Royal Infirmary 

Sir: As a former clinical direc- 
tor of theatre services, I was in- 
trigued to read your report on 
I he possibility of operating 
around the clock (29 Septem- 
ber). Although it is very templ- 
ing to “sweat the assets" of an 


expensive, high-tech resource, 
such an approach is not possible 
in the current economic climate 
for a number of reasons. 

First, there are not enough 
beds to put the patients in. Sec- 
ondly, there are significant 
problems with retention and re- 
cruitment of appropriately 
qualified theatre personnel. 
Thirdly, it is doubtful that there 
would be sufficient numbers of 
anaesthetists to cover the ses- 
sions and finally, there are not 
enough surgeons to go round. 

There is no doubt that it 
makes sense to make more ef- 
ficient use of a very expensive 
facility - a notion that might be 
expanded to tbe development 
of “ twilight" clinics or more ex- 
tensive weekend working. To 
pursue this path, however, with- 
out addressing the need for 
extra resources is short-sighted 
in the extreme. 

GRAEME URW1N, FRCS 
Consultant Urological Surgeon 
York 


Workplace tragedies 

Sir: We were delighted to read 
The Independent's front page re- 
port about disasters and cor- 
porate killing (2 October). 
Many of our members have 
been directly affected by these 
terrible tragedies and others. 
Twenty thousand people have 
been killed in workplace acci- 
dents and disasters in the 30 
yeans since the Aberfan tragedy 
and there has been only one 
successful prosecution for cor- 
porate manslaughter. The pre- 
sent situation, which treats 
corporate financial crime more 
seriously than corporate negli- 
gence. is intolerable. 

The Law Commission's pro- 
posals for new offences of cor- 
porate killing are an important 
step forward in our campaign for 
greater corporate responsibili- 
ty. The detail of the proposals 
is still being reviewed: we would 
additionally like to see consid- 
eration given to the powers and 


actions of the investigative 
teams and to sentencing policy. 

We look forward to a lime 
when a corporation's actions 
are tempered by the knowledge 
that it will be held fully respons- 
ible for the consequences, a sit- 
uation society already expects 
of individuals. We hope that the 
Government gives parliament- 
ary time to convert its good 
intentions into legislation. 
PAMELA DIX 
Vice-Chairman 
Disaster Action 
Woking Surrey 

Archimedes 1 principle 

Sir: Thai the editor of a broad- 
sheet newspaper such as The In- 
dependent feels it necessary to 
print a letter (29 September) ex- 
plaining Archimedes' principle 
says more about the slate of 
education in the UK Lhan any 
number of Ofsled reports. 
DAVID SMITH 
Tatsfield , Kent 


Roots of violence 

Sin Abdul Hakim Murad (let- 
ter, 25 September) claims that 
there is no “Ulster-style religi- 
ous violence” between reli- 
gious groups in Malaysia. 

I had the pleasure of shar- 
ing a flat with three non- 
Muslim Malaysians for a year. 
One was ethnically Chinese, 
and the other two were Chris- 
tian Ibans from Sarawak stale. 
While there is currently no 
such violence in Malaysia that 
I know of, that doesn't mean 
that there won’t be. Inlcr- 
group strife is based on inter- 
group intolerance and dis- 
crimination, and my flatmates 
seemed to feel that this was the 
way of things in "confidently 
Muslim" Malaysia. 

Many of Mr Murad's points 
were well taken, but I suspect 
he is falling into the trap shared 
by the powerful all over the 
world. As a white South 
African, I have seen at close 


range the arrogance that makes 
it ail too easy to believe that 
there is no problem in the 
powerful exercising their pow- 
er to exclude lhnse not of their 
own tribe from the status of 
equal in human importance. 
Such people can often be heard 
complaining bitterly when they 
wake up in the middle of an era 
of Ulster-style violence, and 
cannot understand that the 
roots of the days events lie in 
their own actions and inaction 
in the past. 

CHRIS HIGH 
Sutton St Nicholas 
Herefordshire 

Class barriers 

Sin Because people change 
classes (“Barriers break as 
Britain embraces upward 
mobility". 25 September) does 
not mean that class is dead. It 
is olive and is the decisive in- 
fluence on a Briton's chances 
in life. 


To be born on a run-down 
council estate and educated at 
a comprehensive, where the 
teachers are condemned to 
cope with the consequences of 
generations of social neglect 
and damned when they fail, is 
a ticket to a life in the under- 
class. 

The few who make it up Ihc 
greasy pole are to be admired, 
but their success does not affect 
the fate of their contemp- 
oraries. 

DS HOSKINS 
Edinburgh 

Child sexual abuse 

Sir. Your two articles on child 
sexual abuse ( 1 October) pose 
something of a conundrum. 
Psychiatrists argue about the va- 
lidity of recovered memories of 
childhood sexual abuse (“Abuse 
claims may be false memories”) 
whilst thousands of paedophiles 
are apparently advertising on 
the Internet. 


Psychiatrists have, a long '' K 
history of failing to come to 
terms with the reality of child 
sexual abuse. In 1895, Freud 
published a paper suggesting 
that much adult neurosis had 
its roots in childhood sexnal 
trauma. The next year he rad- 
ically revised this view, arguing 


that the histories he was re- 
ceiving were fantasies. In do- 
ing so. many of us would argue 
that be put back tbe cause of 
the sexually abused by almost 
a century. 

In my own very ordinary 
general practice using no spe- 
cial techniques, hypnosis or 
leading questions, many adult 
patients have told me harrow- 
ing stories about their own 
childhood sexual abuse. 

They are usually disclosing 
this for the first time many years 
after tbe event with no inten- 
tion of punishing the abuser - 
who is often dead anyway - but 
are wishing to begin to come to 
terms with the miseiy, shame 
and pain they have lived with 
all their lives. 

They do not expect to be be- 
lieved, sensing that society 
reacts with horror to the notion 
that apparently normal parents 
or relatives could ever assault 
their children in such a devas- 
tating way. 

Some studies have shown 
that as many as 50 per cent of 
psychiatric in-patients have a 
history of childhood sexual 
abuse, but many psychiatrists 
refute this and wiien such a his- 
tory is offered they either 
ignore it or, worse still deny its 
reality. 

As doctors we must let those 
who have been sexually abused 


o 


V . 


know that we believe their ex- 
periences are rooted in reality 
and do not simply exist in 
cyberspace. 


Dr KEVIN ILSLEY 


Bromyard, Hertfordshire 


Sheltered policy 

Sin I stood yesterday waiting for 
the Number 53 bus to take me 
home to Cheltenham. I shared 
ray wait with a large, slow- 
moving. lail-to-tail traffic jam 
and, to my dismay, a rather 
larger, but not so slow-moving, 
dark grey, bulging cloud. 

When the Government fin- 
ally gets round to sorting its 
‘’fully integra ted transport pol- 
ity". I do hope they don’t for- 
get the bus shelters! 

SIMON J HJGSON 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 
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met an antique salesman in Notting Hill, who tried to charge me £45 for a book 



MILES 

KINGTON 


For a long time I lived in Not- 
ting Hill near Pbnobello Road, 
and discovered what many 
weekend visitors never discov- 
er - that the life of PortobeDo 
Road is not limited to the Sat- 
urday antiques market. There 
is an active fruit and veg mar- 
ket all week long. There are 
many specialist shops, selling 
jazz records or bicycles. And 
quite a few of the antique 
shops stay open during the 
week as well. 

It was in one of these that I 
sported a novel I wanted to buy. 
It's unusual to find books in an- 
tique shops, but this particular 
one had a large bookcase full of 
them. Maybe the man had ini- 
tially bought the bookcase then 
started filling the case with 
books: maybe he had bought 
some furniture at an auction and 


the books had come with it; 
whatever the reason, he had a 
case full of hooks and one of 
them was the novel I wanted to 
buy. I can’t remember what it 
was called, ft was one of those 
obscure Victorian novels by fe- 
male authors called "Mrs" on 
the spine, and the only reason 
I wanted to buy it was that, at- 
tracted by its handsome leather 
binding, 1 had dipped into it and 
found it quite amusing. 

The price was not deci- 
pherable. being written in that 
antique trade shorthand which 
allows the seller to utter any 
price he wishes. The price the 
owner uttered was £45. 

“£45!" I spluttered. "It’s 
hardly worth £10. This woman 
is a forgotten author. This nov- 
el is a forgotten novel. Nobody 
would warn to buy this." 


"I'm pricing it for the bind- 
ing." he said "Don’t care about 
the book. Might be The Good 
Hotel Glide 1886, for all I care." 

"'WelL I'm making you an of- 
fer for the reading matter.” I 
said “I’ll give vou £20." 

"£45." 

"£ 20 .’’ 

The fact that the man did- 
n't even come down a bit indi- 
cated that he didn’t tike the look 
of me and didn't want his book 
to fall into the hands of some- 
one who was going to soil the 
pages wirb his eyes, so I de- 
parted. What the man didn't 
know was that I lived just 
around the corner, so every 
time I went that way to get fruit 
and veg; or my bike mended or 
a specialist jazz record, l used 
to pup in to the bookshop to 
look at the book, by which I 


mean read iL There is no law 
against reading a book in a 
bookshop. It's just time-con- 
suming, that's all. My daughter 
used to work in the Travel 
Bookshop just down the road, 
and she said it was not un- 
common for people to come in 
with pen and paper to plan their 
holidays, getting down all the 
guide books, copying out the 
relevant data, and leaving with- 
out a word of thanks ... 

By reading a few pages at a 
time I gradually got well into the 
hook, which was not nearly as 
bad us it might have been, and 
it got to tbe stage where I could 
not always remember where I 
had read to. so 1 actually left a 
bus ticket in the book as a hook 
mark. 1 don't think I have ever 
done this before or since, but 
vou must remember that ! was 


doing this as much in protest 
against the exorbitant price as 
in order to read the book. 

The process of reading was 
accompanied by haggling as 
well. Every time I went in and 
read a chunk, I would say. 
"How much is this?” and he 
would tell me the price. The 
price started to change. He 
came down to £40, then £35. My 
offer, however, did not rise to 
meet his in the time-honoured 
way of haggling. I thought I had 
started too high at- £20. so I 
started putting my offer down 
as well, and we got to a stage 
where be was asking £30 and I 
was down to £12. 

I think this was the point at 
which he started his guerrilla 
warfare. It wasn't very serious. 
He merely started moving the 
book around to different places 


so that I couldn't find it. This 
was hopeless, us there was only 
the one bookcase in the shop. 
Then he started moving my 
bookmark around in the book, 
sometimes trying to kid me that 
I had only read 50 pages, some- 
times trying to convince me that 
I was nearly at the end. I nev- 
er got upset by this. I merely 
flipped through the book until 
I found the right spot, and 
started using a secondary book- 
mark. a tiny toothpick, which he 
never spotted. He kept on mov- 
ing the bus ticket around, while 
I went straight to my toothpick. 

Came the day when I final- 
ly finished the book, at which 
point you might think that I 
would call off my visits. Not at 
all. I had come to enjoy my lit- 
tle invasions so much, and the 
hajf-heaned haggling, that I sfiB 


called in to look at the book and 
to shift the bookmark around. 
By the time the notice appear- 
ed in the shop window "Clos- 
ing Down Sale - Everything- 
Must Go” I had got him down 
to £20, and was offering £5. 

"You're moving?" I said. 

“Going out of town, 1 " he 
replied tersely. Tersely was how 
we always conversed. 

"You never did sell that 
binding," 1 said. “Pity you 
couldn't find a taker." 

He took it down and looked 
at it. Then, with great pain, he 
spoke. 

“You can have it for a fiver.” 

I look h from his hands and 
stroked the pages. The bookfor 
which I had been prepared to 
pay £20 - now mine for a fiver! 

“No, thanks," I said. “Pve al- 
ready read iL” 
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got home, and if anyone believed them is 
not recorded. 

For all the trappings of power, Tbny Blair 
urn t at all behaving like the presidential fig- 
ure his Tory critics claim he wants to he. He 
ts in high good humour, confident ami fo- 
cused as ever, hut folic de grandeur is not 
among his faults. Those who have talked to 
him privately say that, far from letting his 
astonishing poll ratings go to his head, he 
regards them as unreal, almost depressing. 
He continues to warn his colleagues, first, 
that the conference message of “hard choic- 
es ahead means the Government is bound 
to grow much less popular in the aiming 
months. Second, he cautions that the Gov- 
ernment's popularity only counts when it re- 
flects a solid record of achievement. And he 
believes the party understands that better at 
the end of the week than at the beginning. 

It isn’t that difficult to amass evidence 
to the contrary. The union leaders who 
queued up after Gordon Brown’s speech to 
press for hig pay settlements showed every 
sign of failing to absorb the Chancellors 
blunt message that the Government would 
ruthlessly put control of inflation and 
spending above the demands for pay in- 
creases: help for those without jobs in pref- 
erence to rises for those who have them. 

The national executive elections have 
been greeted by the left as evidence of its 
increased popularity within the parly. The 
standing ovation for Barbara Castle's attack 
on the Government's pensions policy on 
Wednesday symbolises the extent to which 
the old-lime religion of Labour still strikes 
a chord with the faithful Ail big three of 
the Cabinet. Gordon Brown, John Prescott 
and Robin Cook, used language on occa- 
sions that shamelessly played to those old 
Labour susceptibilities. 

Superficially then, you can make a strong 
argument that the party hasn’t really 
changed. But the counter-case is stronger. 
FirsL in whatever the language they clothed 
it. the messages from Prescott and Brown 
were uncompromisingly modernising. 
Prescott’s big speech of the week, a ham- 


storming demolition of the case for rena- 
tionalising Raillrack, showed the Deputy 
Prime Minister at his formidable best in 
championing Blair's approach to govern- 
ment. The Mo Mowlams, the Harriet Har- 
mans, the David Blunketis. the Jack 
Cunninghams, the Jack Straws made 
speeches which were throughly New Labour 
in form us well as content. 

There will he a reshuffle, perhaps us late 
as next summer, perhaps earlier. When it 
does happen, some ministers will leave the 
Cabinet and perhaps the Government. But 
Blair is impressed by his most talented and 
decisive ministers. And the union leaders, 
who anyway show rather more under- 
standing of the realities of govern men I pol- 
icy in private chats with ministers than, 
tircsumely, they do in public, are making a 
big mistake if they think for a second that 
Brown and his rising chief secretary, Alis- 
tair Darling, will regard this week’s con- 
ference as other than a mandate for the 
toughest of approaches hi public sector pay. 
Whatever the turbulence it causes. 

There is also rather less to the NEC re- 
sults than meets the eye. Skinner is a gen- 
uinely popular figure in the parly, a lovable 
fragment of its heritage. Blair’s own con- 
stituency of Sedgefield voted for Skinner. 
But if it thought that Skinner was coming 
within a mile of influencing the direction 
of the government Sedgefield would be ut- 
terly horrified. It also remains clear that (he 
an tf- Mandelson vole was not anti-mod- 
ernisation. Blair told Mandclson some 
lime before the ballot results that he 
thought it would be good for him if he lost 
He certainly regarded the endless publici- 
ty his trusted lieutenant attracted over Au- 
gust as a real problem, believing that it would 
have been better for Mandclson to fight, if 
he was going to fight at all, simply on his 
record in an outstanding election campaign. 
He meant everything he said on Wednes- 
day about Mandelson’s talents. But he also 
made it dear to him that humility, dealing 
with people, and not becoming the stoiy. 
matter too. If Mandelson learns this Jesson 
he should have the career ahead of him im- 
plied by Blair on Wednesday. 

Blair is confident, not without reason, that 
the party, especially but not exclusively its 
swelled ranks of younger members, con- 
tinued to warm to him this week. This is not 
just because of the size of the victory but 
because he feels they like hearing a leader 
who expresses enduringLabour goals in lan- 
guage which speaks40 those without tribal 
roots in Labour. There is every sign that the 
party still likes listening to the old music hall 
tunes. But there’s also every sign that’s what 
members increasingly, however affection- 
ately, regard them as: masic hall tunes. 

On Tuesday. Blair struck a series of bar- 
gains not only with his party but with the 
wider electorate: to take two prime exam- 
ples: health and education will get, in the 
long run, the funds they need. Bui the price 
will be real reform, of delivery standards, 
of administration, of structure. Bad teach- 
ers will be sacked, education authorities by- 
passed, precious demarcations between 
health service professionals painfully erad- 
icated, There will be anguish inside Labour 
as well as outside it. Rivalries and tension 
within the Cabinet, already being exacer- 
abated by competition for scarce resources 
as well as conflicts of personality, will un- 
doubtedly increase. The going will be rough. 
There is turbulence -ahead. Seatbelts should 
be fastened now. But Blair is confident the 
High (path is now clear. 



Not just poor, but an ‘underclass’, spoken of as if they were an entirely different species, a lumpen mass 
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King Tony, look over the palace gates 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

ON LABOUR 

DOGOODING 


Flor some time I have been ex- 
pecting the announcement. 
Clearly Charles is too old and 
William is too young and there 
is no other viable option. 1 can 
just see Blair, humility oozing 
from every pare, his voice crack- 
ing with emotion, telling con- 
ference: “Aw, guys, you know 1 
never really wanted to do this 
but as the people have spoken, 
1 guess it's my duty. Yes, 1 will 
become King," The coronation 
of the Lion King cannot be far 
off and King Tony, the mod- 
erniser's moderniser, may as well 
become monarch if we believe 
what we read in the papers. 

Actually I am hoping that 
the New Downing Sreel Social 
Exclusion Unit does home vis- 
its because I feel socially and 
spiritually excluded from not 
only the style but the contents 
of this week’s conference. Only 
three things have cheered me 
up: Tbny Banks’ crimes against 
good taste ; Mandelson 's little 
disappointment; and the fact 
that the only person who finds 
Alas tair Campbell attractive is 
a paranoid manic depressive in 
the grip of a wild delusion. 


With the media largely op- 
erating as cheerleaders for the 
Government, it is easy enough 
to think that the people’s politi- 
cian holds the nation in his 
hands, chat, chough (here may 
he (he odd hiccup, everything 
is going (ct plan. Is this really the 
case? The overwhelming relief 
that the Tories have gone is be- 
ing read as overwhelming sup- 
port for everything this Labour 
government does. But it is not 
the same tiring at all. 

There is a strong sense of 
politics happening elsewhere. 
Even the TV pundits seem to 
admit iL After Diana they are 
less smug than before about 
what really matters... 

“I’ll be asking Mark Mardetl 
[Newsnlght's political corres- 
pondent! why he bothers?" de- 
clared a languid PSxman in a TV 
studio in Brighton this week. He 
was referring to the lack of con- 
flict at the conference. This 
could be spun as a sign of the 
new inclusive politics. After all. 
isn’t it an indication of maturi- 
ty that we all now agree with 
each other and the Government 
about everything? 

Well, no it isn't. For while 
the popular will and “the peo- 
ple" are invoked over and over 
again, this is a process taking 
place from the top down and 
not the bottom up. 

This is nowhere more evi- 
dent than in the discussions 
about poverty, about which 
wc are all suddenly dreadfully 
concerned. The language of 
these discussions is entirely 
that of Charles Murray “un- 
derclass" theory. He made no 
secret of the fact that the un- 
derclass were scum. So now in- 
stead of poor people being 
people without enough money 
we now talk confidently of the 
underclass as though they were 


an entirely’ different species, a 
lumpen mass. They live in 
“anti-social neighbourhoods", 
according to Blair’s speech, 
and they are just desperate for 
a bit of do-gooding. 

Murray also wrote of the rise 
of “the rabble" and the “New 
Victorians" and there is some- 
thing horribly Victorian about 
the way in which these de- 
hates on poverty proceed: “the 
poor" may at limes be divided 
into bite-size chunks - single 
mothers, pensioners, the long- 
term unemployed - but there 
remains little understanding 
of the poor as people, let alone 
citizens. 

Work - low-paid, pan-time, 
unstimulating work - is the 
great cure-all. From work, we 
are expected to believe every- 
thing else will flow - self-es- 
teem. educational achievement, 
a more stable family life. Yet it 
is the changing nature of work 
that is largely responsible for 
the breakdown of older forms 
of family life in the first place. 

The fundamental changes 
that have resulted in the nego- 
tiation between men and 
women of new roles for them- 
selves isn't being addressed. 
Talking of “the poor" or “the 
underclass " also ignores the 
play of gender throughout our 
lives. Women move in and out 
of poverty in different ways 
from men because their rela- 
tionship to the employment 
market is not the same. 

Yet for alt this government’s 
“radicalism" the parameters of 
this debate are very narrow. Re- 
distribution. already ruled out. 
is only ever talked of in terms 
of the lax system. There arc oth- 
er ways to look at this. Many of 
these ideas are coming from 
outside the Labour ftirty which, 
while preaching self-sufficien- 


4 The message is: ‘Washington to Planet Earth, Get Lost’ 



RUPERT 
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■ * AMERICAN 


ARROGANCE 






Once is happenstance. Twee is 
coincidence. The third lime is 
enemy action. So wrote the late 
Ian Fleming, and so may the 
rest of us be forgiven for think- 
ing, when contemplating a few 
of the latest manifestations of 
US foreign policy. To the un- 
trained eye. the James Bond 
superpower which delights in 
identifying villains on the inter- 
national stage (“rogue slates 
as they are known in Stare 
Department vernacular) is 
behaving exactly like one itself. 

For proof, consider not 
three, but four recent examples, 
powerful lobbies m Washington 
could yet prevent the couotry 
signing- and thus destroy - the 
planned global climate treaty 
That would lower pollution 
emissions. Last month, Amer- 
ican opposition may have con- 
signed an international agree- 
ment to ban land-mines to a 
similar fate. Blending dollops 
of sc If-n gb teousness with pleas 
of impotence in the face of Qm- 
sionai opposition, the US 


territorial" when ft demanded 
-and secured -changes in the 
merger between Boeing and 
McDonnell-Douglas, which 
surely was none of its business? 
Then again, is not an exemption 
justified for its mines guarding 
South Korea's borders with 
the North, arguably the most 
dangerous frontier on earth? 
Maybe industrial gases aren't 
responsible for global warming. 
And few would dispute Amer- 
ica's complaints about bureau- 
cracy and incompetence at the 
UN. Cumulatively, however, 
one overwhelming impression 
remains: “’Washington to Planet 
Earth: Get Lost" 

In a sense of course, the 
sentiment is not entirely new. 
Famously, the opposite polar 
forces behind American foreign 
policy are idealism and isol- 
ationism, the alternating con- 
victions that America must 
either mend the world, or stay 
out of it. Both flow from the 
doctrine of American “excep- 
tionaiism", that it is a country 


haJks endlcssfyat paying its dues unique m origin and conceived 
“EfSS Nations. Now it byGod fora spend moral, and 
. ■ .mother minority of one, moralising, purpose. 

S -inc to extend the reach of its These days, moreover, the 

national laws to prevent the soy- exceptionalism embraces earn- 
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L , reig n states of France, Russia 
and Malaysia signing a gas 
development deal with Iran- 

No« on each individual 
count a^ogistscanmounta 
more or less plausible defence. 

ail. was not the European 
Commission at least as “extra- 


omics, and the unqualified 
triumph, in US eyes at least, of 
the American model of hard- 
nosed free-market capitalism, 
so mess ianica fly and madden- 
ingly proclaimed by’ President 
Clinton to his fellow heads of 
government at the recent G-7 


summit in Denver. Strong 
growth, low inflation, high em- 
ployment, innovative dynam- 
ism, US officials brag: you 
name it, we’ve got it. The dol- 
lar is strong and the Asian 
tigers have been de-fanged. 
And what’s that fuss in Europe 
about budget deficits of 3 per 
cent? Vfe’re heading for a bud- 
get surplus in 1998. American 
exceptionalism? More like 
American arrogance. 

If so, however, it is an arrog- 
ance bora of weakness - not of 
the country's position in the 
world outside, but of its inter- 
nal political system. Some of the 
frictions are inevitable. Led by 
America, the YVfest won the 
Cold TVftr- but that victory re- 
moved the overarching reason 
for Western solidarity. Once the 
ul timate guarantee of Europe's 
obeisance IQ its patron super- 
power, the American nuclear 
umbrella is no longer of para- 
mount importance. But the 
true problem lies within. 

Today there is no such thing 
as a coherent American foreign 
polky, rather an abject series of 
gestures to various interest 
groups. This is not to demand 
what George Bush once plaint- 
ively called “the vision thing”, 
a strategic concept of world 
affairs, of Kissingerian sweep. 
But it does require an end to a 
policy of pandering, and Mr 
Clinton s reflex of acting to 
please the immediate audience. 
He may plead the problems of 


divided government, a Demo- 
cratic White House in inter- 
mittent but inevitable dis- 
agreement with a Republican 
Congress. That does not excuse 
him from demonstrating at 
least some willingness to take 
on vested interests, be they 
the Pentagon in the case of 
land-mines, the oil and energy 
industries over emissions. 
Republican a bd urates over the 
UN. and the Jewish lobby and 
sundry seekers of the Jewish 
vote over extraterritorial laws 
against Iran and Iraq. Hence 
too, in large measure, Wash- 
ington’s lockstep support for 
Israel in its dealings with the 
Palestinians - another irritant 
to most of its allies. 

The saddest fact, however, 
is that America’s certainty in its 
own wisdom is counter- 
productive, its power essentially 
destructive, lb be sure, US ob- 
jections ran prevent thing? hap- 
pening: if V^shington does not 
go along, there is no prospect 
of a meaningful ban on land- 
mines or of global curbs on pol- 
lution that will bite. But the US 
cannot fashion events as it 
wishes, in defiance of geopolit- 
ical gravity. 

One day the rest of the 
world’s patience will surely be 
exhausted at paying America's 
bills at the UN. and at a Sec- 
retary of State’s mixture of 
pleading and bullying, that 
“we’re sorry wc can’t pay - but 
cither shut up or pul up". In the 


case of extraterritorial sanctions 
against “rogue slates" (as if the 
State Department were the 
only valid judge of such offend- 
ers), the position is even clearer 
cut. They simply don’t work. 
And the losers are not only the 
American companies whose 
competitors snap up exports 
and markets that were once 
their own. 

Washington, too. suffers 
from policies that merely 
uadermine their avowed goals. 
In Cuba, nothing has done 
more to keep Fidel Castro in 
power than the nationalism 
and anti-Americanism fuelled 
by 35 years of sanctions de- 
signed to unseat him. In going 
ahead with the gas agreement. 
Franco, Russia and Iran itself 
all gain strength from being per- 
ceived to stand up to American 
bullying. Small wonder that 
the Clinton Administration is 
groping for a face-saving form- 
ula that would avoid confront- 
ation with old allies, and keep 
the door ajar for better relations 
with what may be a less ant- 
agonistic regime in Teheran. 

Ever agile, Mr Clinton will 
doubtless find his formula. Bui 
old glues between America 
and its allies arc dissolving, to 
be replaced by new rivalries - 
over jobs and, probably, over 
the euro if the planned single 
currency challenges the dollar’s 
supremacy in the world monet- 
ary arena. Today's events offer 
little hope of accommodation. 
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cy. exists alongside a realm 
where these ideals are actual- 
ly practised - namely. DI Y. di- 
rect-action politics. Those 
involved in such politics are do- 
ing the things the Government 
laFks of so wistfully. They are 
trying to take responsibility 
and control over (heir lives 
and many of them have the time 
to do so precisely because they 
are unemployed. 

Some of “the people" in- 
voked so many times this week 
by the Labour Party will have 
little faith in this government or 
any government lo represent 
them. That does not mean they 
do not recognise that many is- 
sues that will impact on their 
lives will be decided by Parlia- 
ment. if s just that they cannot 
accept that the only agenda 
worth having is the one set by 
the Government, even, praise 
their souls, this one. Money in 
your pocket contributes to the 
quality of life but other things 
such as fulfilling work, a clean 
environment and a lively com- 
munity also figure in surveys 
that ask people what defines a 
decent standard of living. 

Denise Searic’s book. Gath- 
ering Force DfY Culture - Rad- 
ical Action for those tired of 
wailing, sees the issue of land as 
“the underlying factor lurking 
beneath the surface of many sin- 
gle issues" from homelessness 
to the rebuilding of communi- 
ties to the loss of public space 
to the destruction of the coun- 
tryside, the insecurity of home- 


owncTs facing negative equity. 

“Access to land for living; 
providing food and recreation 
is an essential determinant of 
ourquality oflife,yet about 75 
per cent of British land is 
owned by 1 percent of its peo- 
ple." The reclaiming of land, 
even temporarily , is a vital pari 
of DIY culture which does not 
bother waiting for such redis- 
tribution from on high. 

Thankfully “the rabble" it- 
self is generating ideas about 
how to deal with poverty from 
Local Economy Trading Sys- 
tems (LETS). credit unions in 
areas where no bank would 
dare to venture and neigh- 
bourhood food supply net- 
works. They are not wailing for 
policies lo be handed out lo 
them but rather create their 
own policies, to force a re- 
sponse from the Government. 
The underclass as a forum for 
ideas and debate and radical ac- 
tion - now there’s a queer no- 
tion in the court of King Tony. 

There is more than one kind 
of poverty, more than one kind 
of solution and more than one 
way of talking about “the poor”. 
Compassion will not slop the ef- 
feeis of globalisation. But some- 
thing has got to give in this 
giving era and if you want to in- 
clude people you might have to 
actually talk to them instead of 
talking down to them. Still that 
is what governments arc for and 
we all know, don't we. (hat you 
only talk down lo those you as- 
sume won’t answer back? 


CRISIS (N NORTH KOREA (DPRK) 


Your 
£30 can 
keep 
two 
children alive 



Severe flooding - and 
now a drought - have 
left thousands of North 
Korean children on the 
brink of starvation. 

In the nurseries and 
kindergartens of Sunchon 
City, food has virtually 
run out. Working 
alongside the North 
Korean authorities. 
Children's Aid Direct 
has already delivered 
desperately needed food. 


Now, as the crisis deepens, 
it is vital that more food 
packages reach die 
children. But we need 
your help to do it. 

Each food package 
costs £30 and contains 
enough Itigh energy' food 
to keep two children safe 
until the next harvest 
in October. So please, 
send as much as you can, 
to help keep the children 
alive. Thank vou. 


I'M SENDING MY £30 FOOD PACKAGE NOW 


1 Here Is my gift of: 

ED£30 D£60 D£90 D£250‘ Your amount £. 


gift of £250 or more is worth almost an extra third to us under Gift Aid 
Please make your cheque payable to Children's Aid Direct OR 
Please debit £ from my Dvisa □ MasterCard □ Switch 


Cant no. i I _ ; 


Last three digits of Switch card no. j, 

EXFIRV DATE I .... I I SIGNATURE . 


I i— J I ! I i 


SvartcP issue no l 


NAME (CAPS) MH/MRS/MS 


ADDRESS.. 


POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE. 


OR please phone our donation line 

S' 0990 600 610 

Please send to: Gukfren's Aid Direct 
Dept No, 535. FREEPOST, 
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Children's Aid 
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J. G. 


Joseph Giuckstetn Links, art 
historian: bom London 13 
December 1904; OBE 1946; 
married 1945 Mary Lutyens - 
(one stepdaughter); (Bed . 
London f October 1997. 


It is improbable that anyone 
who was self-taught today 
would be acknowledged by the 
art-history world as the expert 
in his field. Without any formal 
training. J. G. Links became the 
world expert on Canaletto, a 
notoriously difficult painter 
to date. Even though he 
thought of himself more as a 
cataloguer than an art histori- 
an. Links achieved this while 
maintaining total integrity, 
modesty and a delight in life. 

Links found Canaletto 
“endlessly fascinating” and 
wrote several books about him; 
I iVk 's of Venice by Canaletto, 
engraved by Antonio Visenti- 
ni. was published iu 1971; 
Canaletto in 1976; and Canalet- 
to and his Patrons in 1977. 
Links helped with the exhibition 
at the Queen’s Gallery in 1980, 
where he was able to examine 
many Canalettos in detail for 
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time. The big Canalet- 
to *3diSbitioa at the Metropol- 
^h-Museum in New York in 
A®^90was conceived by links 
’ahd made possible by bis en- 
-Cyclopaedic knowledge; the 
* 5 ^pau of 70 paintings from pri- 
•••'. vafe collections, many of which 
‘ never been seen in public. 

. was due to his conta cts and 
enthusiasm. 

. He was born in north Lon- 
"don ha 1904; bis father was a 
Jewish refugee from Hungary 
who had started the fur business 
•Caiman Links. His mother died 
before he was 13 years old and 
he had to leave school aged 14; 
his father had become 01 and 
wanted to teach him the fur 
trade before he died. “I was an 
. unwilling and sullen pupfl,” he 
wrote, but he later appreciat- 
ed not having to make a deci- 
sion about a career. “There was 
the business and I jolly well had 
to go and earn my living at it" 
Although he thought of 
himself as a bad salesman, he 
made the business more up- 
market: his father had mostly 
traded in skunk skins, eventu- 
ally becoming a director of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company and 


gaining the royal warrant as the 
Queen’s furrier. In 1956 links 
wrote a book on the subject, 
The Book of Fur. 

In the 1 930s he published a 
series of crime dossiers with 
Dennis Wheatley, with whom 
he shared a love, and great 
knowledge, of tine German 
wine. These books, including 
Herewith the Clues! (1939) and 
The Malinsay Massacre ( 1938), 
with manually inserted “dues” 
for the reader, were phenom- 
enally popular and were 
reissued In the 1980s. 

During the Second World 
War finks was a Wing Com- 
mander in the RAF working on 
barrage balloons in the Air 
Ministry. Through his war work 
he met Robert Lutyens, son of 
the architect Sir Edwin Lutyens, 
and through him his sister 
Mary, whom Links married in 
1945. Their honeymoon was 
spent on a troopship going to 
New York. When his new wife 
objected to this as a rather un- 
romantic honeymoon, they 
tried Venice as a more suitable 
option. 

On this first visit to Venice 
they both became “hooked for 
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Links In Venice for Measure author of *the best guide-book to any dty ever written’ 


life”. They followed in the foot- 
steps of John Ruskin with The 
Stones qfifauce and, after that, 
for 30 years went to Venice two 
or three times every year. In the 
late. Sixties, Links became in- 
volved in the establishment of 
the Venice in Peril Fund, setup 
to help prevent the bondings of 
Venice from crumbling into its 
lagoon, and remained a prime 
mover and fund-raiser. 

The interest -which be de- 
veloped in both Canaletto and 
Ruskin grew out ofhis passion 
for Venice; in 1962 Mary gave 
him a copy of W.G. Constable’s 
new monograph on Canaletto 
in which Constable had noted 
a missing painting which I inks 
recognised as the painting 
hanging over his sister-in-law’s 
fireplace. He and Constable 
started a correspondence and, 
when Constable came to Eng- 
land, he asked Links whether 
he would take over the second 
edition of the book; it took 
him six years rather than the 
six months Constable had 
anticipated and Canaletto was 
published in 1976. 

Links’s friends constantly 
asked for advice before they 
went to Venice; he wrote them 
letters describing what to see 
and do, which, with his char- 
acteristic generosity, he en- 
joyed doing, until one friend, 
the publisher Max Reinhardt, 
of Bodley Head, suggested 
turning this advice into a book. 
So his best-loved book, l&nice 
for Pleasure (1966), originated, 
described by Bernard Levin as 
“Not only the best guide-book 
to that dty ever written, but the 
best guide-book to any city 
ever written”. A fifth expand- 
ed edition was published in 
1994. Links also wrote The 
Raskins in Normandy (1968), 
Townscape Painting and Draw- 
ing (1972) and Travellers in 
Europe (1980). 

He had an extremely happy 


Bernard Hooper 


Bernard Hooper, engineer 
and designer: bom 
Birmingham 28 September 
1928; married 1958 Pamela 
Mill ward (three sons); died 
Telford, Shropshire 14 
September 1997. 


Bernard Hooper was one of the 
most influential designers in the 
automotive and motorcycle in- 
dustry. a talent laigety unacknow- 
ledged because of the industrial 
confidentiality of his work. 

His most lasting work was 
for Norton motorcycles, in the 
design and development of the 
750 and 830cc Commando road 
models, which gave the com- 
pany a period of high success, 
including winning the Motor Cy- 
cle News “Machine of the Year” 
poll from 1968 to 1971 His 

work with his fellcrw-designer at 
Norton Bob Trigg on the inge- 
nious “Isofastk” rubber engine 
mountings won them the Cas- 
trol Design Award in 1970. 

The success of the Norton 
Commando as a machine can 
be gauged by its continued 
production today, on a built-to- 
order basis, by the Norvil 


Motorcycle Company of 
Brawnhhls, Staffordshire. 

Hooper was born in Birm- 
ingham and served an appren- 
tice with Lucas Engineering 
there. From secret defence 
projects at the Ministry of Sup- 
ply he joined the BSA (Birm- 
ingham Small Anns) motorcycle 
company in 1953, when that Bir- 
mingham industrial giant was 
the biggest maker in the world. 
His work on the ubiquitous 
BSA Bantam two-stroke mod- 
el improved its performance 
and at the same time gave an 
insight into the conservatism 
that prevented new thinking 
having free rein, in a company 
that was typical of most in 
its determination to stay 
with proven and unexciting 
machines. 

He moved in 1956 into a 
brief partnership with Her- 
mann Meier and they worked 
on a development of the old 
Scott engine, itself still based on 
the original thinking of Alfred 
An gas Scott before the First 
World War. But the revival of 
the old Yorkshire company, 
Scott Motorcycles, in Birm- 
ingham faded and died before 


Hooper and Meier’s work 
could be realised. 

In 1958, Hooper joined 
Villieis Engineering at Wolver- 
hampton as their Chief De- 
signer, and drew op the 250cc 
single-cylinder Starmaker en- 
gine, one of the most under- 
rated British designs of the 
post-war period. Intended to 
give low-cost power for amateur 
riders in moto-cross, it went on 
to exceed its designer's brief 
with success in trials and even 
the Isle of Man TT races. Pe- 
ter Jnchley, a VUIieis develop- 
ment engineer who raced in his 
spare time, fitted a Starmaker 
in a Spanish Bui taco chassis and 
finished third in the 1966 250cc 
TT against established oppo- 
sition from Japan and Italy. The 
Starmaker went on to be used 
by smaller British makers in rac- 
ing machines and won numer- 
ous national championships. 

Hooper rose to be Chief De- 
signer and Engineer of the fa- 
mous Norton name when it was 
absorbed, with VUIieis, into 
the Manganese Bronze com- 
bine in 1966. But he was work- 
ing on more advanced engine 
concepts than the limited Nor- 


ton finance would allow for the 
Commando, including the 
rotary Wfcnkel engine that en- 
joyed a brief spell of production 
in the late 1980s by the much- 
reduced Norton company. 

Hooper's real enthusiasm 
was for his own double- 
diameter piston two-stroke de- 
sign, the “WiilT, which was nev- 
er put into production by 
Norton before they closed their 
Wolverhampton factory gates in 
1977. In a brief but enthusias- 
tic sit-in, the workforce ap- 
proached Hooper and asked 
him to head a revived compa- 



marriage; he and Mary were 
unfailin gly polite to each oth- 
er and she said of him, “He- 
rn ade me nice again.” -They 
loved working together and 
made a good team; he typed 
everything she wrote, wearing 
a short, black nylon jacket for 
his work. He built up an extra- 
ordinary collection of reference 
files and was endlessly curious, 
interested in everything, and 
took a great joy in life, even 
doing the Cresta Run. on. a 
bobsleigh. 

Often, after dinner, they 
would read out loud to each 
other; he was a great fan of Ray- 
mond Chandler, but their lit- 
erary and musical tastes were 
broad. He loved Mozart and 
knew Cole Porter, to whom 
they would dance, by heart. 
Links was very keen on good 
food and wine and both he and 
Mary were famous for their dry 
Martinis. When younger, they 
led a very stylish life and had a 
house in Sussex where they 
entertained. 

Links was interested in 
clothes, especially ties, and he 
was always immaculately . 
dressed. Even though he did 
riot share his wife’s enthus- 
iasm for the Indian mystic 
Krishnamurti, with whom she 
had grown up and about 
whom she published several 
books, when Krishnamurti 
Was dying in Califo rnia finks 
accompanied her to his death- 
bed. He was delighted when he 
discovered that in his will 
Krishnamurti had left him 
his extensive collection of 
Charvet ties. 

Joe Links was extremely 
wise, versatile and able; he was 
always polite and worked hard 
all his life not to make an en- 
emy. “I have had a very private 
life and 1 hope to go on being 
private forwhat’s left of it,” he 
said in 1989. 

- Sarah Anderson 


Hooper; engine design 


ny financed by their own re- 
dundancy and pension funds, 
but he could see no realistic fit- 
hire for them or their investmeoL 

He moved a few miles from 
Wolverhampton to a modest re- 
search and development on 
Halfpenny Green airfield, 
where the list of companies who 
came to his door included the 
Royal Aeronautical Establish- 
ment, a South East Asian car- 
maker, Hariey-Davidson and 
G3 Marine of America, the Na- 
tional Research Council of 
Canada and British Leyland 
cars. His two-stroke engine is 
still the subject of negotiation 
with a number of companies 
and he worked closely with 
the Ford Motor Company on 
their own Orbital two-stroke 
development. 

This recent international 
standing reflects Hooper’s abil- 
ity as a designer and develop- 
ment engineer but to the end 
he regretted that his own Wulf 
two-stroke design was attract- 
ing attention from every branch 
of the automotive industry ex- 
cept the motorcycle one that 
saw him mature. 

- Jim Reynolds 



Trampl err innate warmth and musicianship 


Walter Tram pier 


Photograph: Peter 5chaaf 


Whiter Tram pier, violist: 
bom Munich 25 August 1915; 
four times married (one son, 
and one daughter deceased); 
died Port JoK, Nova Scotia 28 
September 1997.’ 


In 1994 the BBC honoured 
VfoUer Trampler with a mem- 
orable invitation concert at 
the Maida Vale Studios in 
London. Before an enraptured 
audience he performed an 
evening of 20th-century viola 
repertoire. 

During a break in the per- 
formance I bad the pleasure of 
interviewing him about his ca- 
reer, and he captivated us all 
with wonderful stories of his 
musical life. One in particular 
is worth recounting. Stravinsky 
(who for same strange reason 
used to refer to Trampler as El 
Capitano) always arrived at 
recording sessions with two 
bottles of whisky - a superior 
malt for himself, and an infe- 
rior brand that he banded out 
to the musicians after work. 

Trampler was born in Mu- 
nich in 1915. He was taught ini- 
daily as a violinist by his father, 
and later attended the Stale 
Academy of Music in Munich 
until 1934. At the age of 17 he 
was appointed violist m the 
Strub Quartet, and a year lat- 
er became principal violist with 
the German State Radio Or- 
chestra in Berlin, during which 
time be played under the baton 
of Richard Strauss. 

As Germany darkened un- 
der the threat of Nazism, Tram- 
pler (an ardent and outspoken 


anti-Fascist) emigrated to the 
United States in 1939 in sym- 
pathy with his Jewish col- 
leagues. Shortly after his arrival 
he met Serge Koussevitzky, 
who appointed him to a posi- 
tion as violist (his first study in 
Germany) with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. 

After a brief spell in the US 
Army, he began to establish 
himself in New York City as a 
leading chamber music per- 
former, first with the New Mu- 
sic Quartet, and later as a 
founder member of the Cham- 
ber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center. Throughout this peri- 
od he was a frequent guest artist 
with, among others, the Juiliiard 
Quartet and the Budapest 
Quartet, with whom he made 
a number of recordings, in- 
cluding magnificent perfor- 
mances of both the Mozart and 
Brahms String Quintets. 

Throughout his career he 
was a dedicated teacher, hold- 
ing appointments at Juiliiard, 
the Peabody Conservatory in 
Baltimore. Yale, Boston Uni- 
versity and the New England 
Conservatory in Boston. As 
recently as 1996 he taught at the 
Mannes College of Music in 
New York. 

I knew Walter Trampler 
both professionally and as a 
great friend for more than 25 
years. He was a musical inspi- 
ration and when in the mid- 
1970s he commissioned me to 
write him a concerto, I had one 
of the finest exponents of con- 
temporary viola music per- 
forming my work. He had a 
great commitment to contem- 


. porarv music, and was willing 
to lake on and master the most ~ 
complex techniques. One of my 
earliest memories of his play- 
ing was his RCA recording of 
Luciano Berio’s Chemins 2, a 
fiendishly difficult’ work (writ- 
ten specially for.him) display- 
ing a constant tremolo viola 
texture. Iremember Sampler’s 
jokingly remarking that he had 
to practise on avibraling ma- 
chine to get in training weeks 
before a performance. 

Although we lived many 
miles apart, we met frequent- 
ly in New York, where! was al- 
ways greeted by him and his 
wife Ruth with more than one 
very large dry Martini (a Tram- 
pler speciality). He was a man\_ ■, 
of immense style, elegance and " 
culture. This extended well be- 
yond his musical activities, and 
could be seen in the surround- 
ings of his beautiful Manhattan 
apartment, and in the reno- 
vated colonial church he trans- 
formed into a magnificent 
home in upstate New York. 

With his death in his 
beloved Nova Scotia, the mu- 
sical world has lost one of the 
last surviving links of a great 
European-American perform- 
ing tradition. Thankfully he 
made many legendary record- 
ings during his lifetime. For me; / J 
perhaps the greatest were the • 
performances of the two late 
Brahms viola sonatas, which he 
recorded with Mieczyslaw 
Horszowski. It was playing of 
innate warmth and musician- 
ship, a sound that will be with 
me for ever. ------ 

— Simon Bainbridge 
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DEATHS 

GILL: Suddenly, on 28 September 
lfN7. at borne, David Gill, dearly 
beloved husband of Pauline, father of 
Mar) on and Judith, grandfather of 
Alexandra. Edward and Aisling, 
brother of Anne. Requiem Mas at 
St Dominic's Priory. Southampton 
Road. London NW5, on Thursday 9 
October at 12 noon. Much loved and 
will be tbraer missed. Phase, no Bow- 
ers. If desired, donation!) in his mem- 
ory lo (he David G3I Memorial Fund 
(for Children with Special Needs), c/o 
A. Fraive & Son Lid, 45 Lamb's Con- 
duit Street, London WC1N 3NH. 
May his soul rest in eternal peace. 
AWARA. 

JONAS: David Alan, solkiiDr. aged 66. 
suddenly, at home, on 1 October. Sad- 
ly missed by all his friends and col- 
Jeagues at Hogftmans and all that 
knew and loved him. both profes- 
sionally and sociaDy. Cremation at 
Goldcrs Green Crematorium, Tues- 
day 7 October, at 2JQpm. No flow- 
ers, dotutions if desired In the British 
Legion, Funeral and donation en- 
quiries to W.G. Miller, telephone 
0171-226 3S86. 

LIPSCOMB: Margaret (Peg), nde 


Anniversaries 

Births: Thomas Clayton Wolfe, nov- 
elist. 1900: Sir Michael Murray 
Hordern, actor, 1911. Deaths St 
Francis of Assisi. 1226; William 
Morris, writer, artist and printer, 

I R96: Sir Hcmy Malcolm Watts Sar- 
gent. conductor. 1967. On this day: 
the international distress signal SOS 
was adopted. 1906; East and West 
Germany were reunited as the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany, 1990. lb- 
day is the Feast Day of St AriCanus, 
St Froilan, St Gerard of Brogne,- 
Si Ewald the Dark, St Hwald the 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


Raven. On 1 October, aged 79. at 

C anterbu ry Hospital. Widow of John 
M. Lipscomb, mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. Funeral at 
C hilham Church, aL 2.15pm on 
Thursday 9 October. Enquiries to A. 
Welch & Sons, 01227 787801. 

RICHARDS: Janet Elizabeth (n£e 
Campbell), peace hilly, on 30 Sep- 
tember 1997, alter □ short Alness. 
Widow of Dr A.H. MonJaunl 
Richards. Loving and much-laved 
mother of Christopher, William and 
Alison, grandmother and annL Ai- 
nera! private. No flowers, bat dona- 
tions may be sent to the Woodland 
Trust. Autumn Park. Dysart Road, 
Grantham. Lincolnshire. Memorial 
gathering in early November. 


Fair, St Hesychius and St Thomas 
Cnnlelupe of Hereford. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 6.19pm. 

United Synagogues: 1181043 3989. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues 0181-282 2263. 
Union of Liberal and Progressive Syna- 
gogues: 0171-580 16SJ. Reform Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain: 01 SI -34? 4731. 
SpuUnadhtaireNienCHgRp- 
tkm: 0171-289 2573. New London Syna- 
gogue (Masrrti): 0l7l JB8 JftZfc 


* 

it 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr S. Matdiewson 
and Miss R. X Qainnell 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Scott, eider son of Mr and Mis 

Murray Matthewson, of Cambridge, 
and Becky, daughter of Dr and Mis 
Philip QuinneiL of Chichester. 

Birthdays 

The Earl of Bradford, restaurateur, 
50; Sr Stephen Brown, president of 
the Family Division, a former Lord 
Justice of Appeal, 73; Mr Chubby 
Checker, rode singer, 56; Mr John 
Craxton. artist, 75; Lord Denham, 
former Lord-in-Waiting (o the 
Queen, 70; Mr Roger Ellis, former 
Master of Marlborough College, 
68; Sir Terence English, cardio tho- 
racic surgeon, and Master, St 
Catharine's College, Cambridge, 
65: The Right Rev John Garton. Suf- 
fragan Bishop of Plymouth. 56; Sir 
Roger Hcrvey, former ambassador 
to Mexico, 63; Lord Knights, former 
Chief Constable. Wst Midlands, 77; 
Mr William Newton Dunn, former 
MEP. 56; Sir Shridath Ramphal 


3 on wealth, 69; Mr Sieve 
Michael Reich, composer. 61; Vis- 
count Sidmouth, former colonial 
officer, 83; Mr John Sulhem, jock- 
ey, 46; Mr Gore Vidal, writer. 72. 


royal engagements 

Mace EAmrt jBcn& ifao afckmioai anaOii 
to mbfK rf We Infaa Dont Cia> m Rmstan. 
spria. 

Changing of the Guard 

Tbs Crafty Mussed KcgtajcDi nman 

8k QBWl'Ulfc CuMld * BMt COAk, I [us. 


LAW REPORT: 3 October 1997 


Resources irrelevant to duty to accommodate elderly 


A local authority was 
entitled to take account of 
its limited financial resources 
in assessing whether an 
eldeHjr person was in need of 
care and attention within the 
terms of section 21 of the 
National Assistance Act 
1948, but; once it had 
decided that the person was 
in such need, it was not 
entitled on financial grounds 
to refuse to perform the 
duty imposed upon It by 
section 21 to make 
arrangements for suitable 
accommodation to be 
available. 

Rfigna v Sefton Metropolitan 
Boroogh Council ex parte Help the 
Aged and others Gxirt of Appeal 
(Lord Vifoolf. Master or the Rolls, 
Lott) Justice Roch and Lord Justice 
Henry) 31 July 1997 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal against the decision 
of Mr Justice Jowitt (Law Re- 
port, 18 April 1997) that a 
counefl was entitled to take ac- 


count of its own resources in 
considering an applicant's need 
for accommodation under sec- 
tion 21 of the National Assis- 
tance Act and in deciding 
whether it was under a duty to 
provide such accommodation. 
Richard Drabble QC, Helen Mount- 
field and Andrew Suddard (Public 
Law Project) for the appeOana; An- 
drew GUbart QC and John Barrett 
( Council Solicitor) for the council. 

Lord Woolf MR said that the 
case raised three issues: 1) 
whether a local authority in de- 
ciding whether an elderly per- 
son was in need of care and 
attention, in which case it 
would be required to make 
arrangements for residential 
accommodation to be made 
available, was entitled under 
section 21 of the National As- 
sistance Act 1948 as amended 
to have regard to its limited fi- 
nancial resources; 2) whether, 
if its limited resources were rel- 
evant, they justified the policy 


which Sefton had adopted; 
and 3) whether, in deter minin g 
if “care and attention is not oth- 
erwise available to a person” an 
authority was entitled lo take 
the resources of that person 
into account even though they 
fell below the levels prescribed 
by regulations for the purpos- 
es of sections 22 to 26 of the 
1948 Act. 

The calls on Sc Ron's re- 
sources available to meet needs 
in relation to accommodation 
wen; subject to greater de- 
mands than was the case with 
other councils because it had a 
large number of elderiy and dis- 
advantaged residents. Sefton 
approached those difficulties by 
assessing individuals whom it 
felt might require community 
care services irrespective of 
their means or the council's 
resources. It then sought to 
arrive at a sensible prioritisa- 
tion of persons in need against 
the background of its available 
resources. 


Between the dale of the 
hearing before Jowitt J and the 
date of his judgment, the 
House of Lords had decided R 
v Gloucestershire County Coun- 
cil and a nor, ex p Barry (Law 
Report 9 April 1997). That de- 
rision had clearly influenced 
the judge. He had not, how- 
ever, bad the benefit of argu- 
ment as to its relevance to the 
present case. 

The issue in Barry was 
whether a local authority could 
properly take account of its 
own financial resources when 
assessing the needs of a dis- 
abled person under 2(1) of the 
Chronically Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act 1970. However. 
Se Ron’s policy was not to use 
its financial position to provide 
a standard against which to 
assess “need” but to defer con- 
sideration and payment. (be- 
cause of its lack of resources) 
where iL accepted that there was 
a need of care and attention. 

Having regard to the rea- 


soning in Barry it must bis 
concluded that there was a lim- 
ited subjective element in mak- 
ing the assessment whether 
the ailments of the person' 
concerned did or did_not 
collectively establish a need 
for care and attention. The 
first issue would therefore be ■ 

determined in the affirmati ve. 

Having, however, accepted ■ 
that a person was in need of . 
care and attention, Se&on were 
not entitled to say that because, 
of their lack of resources they 
were not prepared to meet the * 
duty placed on them by section . 
21. The second issue- was' 
therefore to be determined 
adversely to Sefton. - _ 
With regard to the third-is- 
sue, Sefton were not entitled to 
provide their own scale for - 
judging a person’s . ability to 
pay for their own care: Any 
other approach was incom- 
patible with the language of the r 

relevant statutory proviaoas., 

— Kate O’Hanfon. flwrister- - 
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Bonuses on the line as BT rejects 
overtures from rival MCI bidder 


British Telecom Vested 

r i e c tedtheo ^^ 

It also emerged that BT 

”^ Ut,ves wi| l forfeit tens of 

.^'°"r,. 0fp0Und - n bonuses 
if the UK group’s lower 

“* eOV r b 'dfo r M Clftlils . aris 
-- Gorfsoiark, Business 

^" eSponden ' : . and Michael 
\ riomson report. 



BT»s top team (from left): Sir Peter BonfieW, chief executive. Sir lain 
VaUance, chairman, and BUi Cockbum, managing director 


'^■JssasssS 

^ l r l ? 6 P ^ ce 38 ear *y as today ^ 

• ***** * e P"*pect that 

OT^^ccept ^ offer ° f ^ 

•• C ^ om firora Bernard Ebbere. WorldCom 5 

• SfaSSlh!' a BT s P okes ™" em- 

•/' P baDCa Fy out the move. “This is a 
“latter for MCI. Until WorldCom and MCI 

aboutlT^ 6 " thCre “H 1 mUCh Wc ^ do 

BT highlighted the difference between 
its bid. which includes $4bn in cash, and 


WorldCom’s $41.50 a share all paper of* 
for- “We have a deal on the table which is 
signed, sealed and will soon be delivered. 
It is m shares and cash. WorldCom arc of- 
fering paper,” said the spokesman. 

WforldCom again raised the prospect of 
discussions with BT if the rival merger plan 
went through. It would leave BTwith a 10 
per cent stake in MCI-WorldCom. Colin 
Williams, president of international op- 
erations. said: “They’re welcome to remain 
a shareholder and they’re welcome to sec 
how we'd jointly address the world envi- 
ronment The door is open. Whether BT 
walks through it is another question." 

Sir Peter Bonfield, BT chief executive, 
and its new managing director Bill Cock- 
bum, were in Brighton last night meeting 


the Prime Minister Tony Blair. BT said Sir 
Peter would then be starling a pre-planned 
holiday abroad. “He's due a holiday and 
he’ll be taking it. He deserves it.” 

BT shares rose a further 175p to 459ip, 
as speculators who had piled into MCI 
shares in the US switched into BT slock. 

The European Commission meanwhile 
said WorldCom ’s $30bn offer would be in- 
vestigated under its merger rules. “It's not 
been notified to us yet hut al first glimpse 
it ought lo be investigated. That seems ob- 
vious,” said a spokesman for Karel van 
Mierl, the competition commissioner. 

Mr Williams said WorldCom ’s sales in 
Europe would be 5600m this year, bul 
added that MCI had no European business 
at all. “In merger terms this deal adds noth- 


ing at all lo our European business,” he sakL 

It emerged that if the mergerwith MCI 
fails to take place, then a group of senior 
BT executives, led by Sir Peter, stand to lose 
out on incentive packages worts tens of mil- 
lions of pounds. 

Sir Peter is due a £500,000 one-off bonus 
if the deal is completed and will also be the 
biggest benefactor from a series of share 
bonus schemes that the merged company. 
Concert, would put in place. The various 
schemes could be worth as much as £3m 
to Sir Peter, who would become chief ex- 
ecutive of the combined business. 

About 200 BT executives will participate 
in the Concert global equity incentive 
portfolio, as it is known. Of these, about 
60 will be eligible for a scheme under which 
they can receive up lo two times their salary 
in shares provided Concert meets certain 
performance targets judged against other 
international telecoms companies. 

All 200 would be eligible for a deferred 
bonus plan under which Concert wQl top 
up annual bonuses by a third provided they 
are taken in shares, not cash. 

Additionally, Sir Peter would participate 
in a scheme entitling him to share options 
worth four times salary. 

BT sources yesterday disputed World- 
Corn's claim that MCI would not have to 
pay a $450m penalty if its shareholders re- 
jected the merger with BT. “No matter 
which way they play it, they will have to pay 
$450m plus expenses.” 


Bid would allow Salomon to recoup some of $IOOm loss 


The role of Salomon Brothers in 
WoridCom’s $30bn bid for MO 
was under intense scrutiny last 
night, as it emerged that the deal 
would enable the US investment 
• jt banking giant to recoup some of 
the SI 00m it lost when BTcut the 
price of its original merger offer. 

Salomon was the leading ad- 
viser backing WorldCom's bid, a 
service which is likely to earn the 
bank SI 00 m in fees. 

In a dose relationship going 
back to the 1980s, Salomon has 
also repeatedly tipped the fast- 
growing company as one of the 


brightest businesses in the 
industry. 

When Bernard Ebbers, now 
WorldCom president, embarked 
on its dramatic expansion into the 
US phone market, Salomon pro- 
vided the guidance. The bank 
was also the adviser to MFS, the 
local telephones group, and was 
instrumental in bringing the com- 
pany together with WorldCom in 
last year’s $14bn merger. 

WorldCom's biggest gamble, 
the takeover bid for MCI, would 
also solve some of Salomon's 
problems. 


The bank is believed to have 
built up a 5500m arbitrage gamble 
on MCl's share price, which 
plunged when BT renegotiated the 
deal in August. The bank was one 
of several arbitrageurs, including 
the billionaire speculator George 
Soros, which bet on the fact that 
MCI shares were trading well 
below the price implied in BTs 
cash and shares offer. When 
WorldCom's bid burst into the 
open on Wednesday, MCTs share 
price leapt by 20 per cent, taking 
much of .the pressure off the 
speculators. 


It was unclear yesterday 
whether Salomon had unwound its 
entire position before World- 
Com's bid. Tom King, Salomon's 
managing director, who helped to 
arrange the offer, declined lo 
comment “We don't disclose this 
and we're not required to,” be said 
last night 

One City trader said: “It’s un- 
likely they would have totally 
unwound the whole position. If 
they’d stuck with MCI shares 
then Salomon's would probably 
have made back most of what 
they’d lost.” 


Salomon also came under 
scrutiny following the shock 
profits warning issued by MCI in 
July. 

Jack Grubman, Salomon's New 
York based telecoms analyst, 
urged that the two companies 
keep the deal together, despite the 
turbulence. 

He told investors in a note after 
the profits warning that there was 
“no deal risk whatsoever.” 

Mr Grubman and Mr Ebbers 
have also had a dose working re- 
lationship for many years. 

-Chris Godsmork 
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Speculation grows over BZW 
takeover by continental bank 


The consolidation of the 
investment banking sector 
looked set to claim 
another scalp last 
night as speculation 
intensified that a 
continental European 
bank was finalising a 
takeover of BZW. Tom 
Stevenson and Leo Paterson 
report on an apparent 
volte face by its parent, 
Barclays. 
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The future of BZW was thrown into 
doubt yesterday by increasingly 
strong market rumours that its par- 
ent Barclays was discussing a dis- 
posal of its investment banking aim 
to a major continental bank. Staff 
remained in the dark last night bat 
an announcement is expected today. 

Barclays shares dosed at 1747p, 
down from the day’s high of 1800p, 
but more than 20 per cent higher 
than they traded at only a month 
ago. Despite the at times hectic trad- 
ing, Barclays said yesterday that it 
“was not commenting on market 
speculation’. TNG, one of the con- 
tinental European banks rumoured 
to have BZW in its sights, also re- 
fused to comment 

The future of BZW has been the 
source of City gossip for months fol- 
lowing a period in which both Bar- 
clays andNatWest banks have been 


held back by the performance of 
their investment banking arms. But 
speculation has intensified in recent 
weeks and Barclays shares have 
soared on hopes that it might shed 
its comparatively volatile investment 
banking earnings lo focus on its core 
retail operation. 

A disposal of BZW would, how- 
ever, represent a change of heart for 
Barclays which tad resisted calls 
from its shareholders to pull out of 
investment banking and publicly 
backed die firm. 

BZW was thrown into the spot- 
light in February, when an £S5m 
chop in operating profit wiped 
more than £lbn from the value of 
Barclays’ shares. Potential bidders 
back then were thought to include 
JP Morgan and Salomon Brothers. 

In June, the increasingly fever- 
ish gossip saw prey turn predator, 
when Barclays was named as a pos- 
sible bidder for rival Nat West. Bar- 
clays' shares soared and NatWest, 
struggling with its investment bank- 
ing division NatWest Markets, 
asked the Takeover Panel to force 
Barclays to make its intentions 
known. The Takeover refused. 

Barclays/N a t West speculation died 
down in July after it was revealed 
that NatWest and insurance group 
Prudential had held merger talks. 

Rumours surrounding the future 
of BZW abated in the summer as it 
started to succeed ina bid to distance 
itself from the problems at NatWest. 
BZW announced much improved 
first half results, despite revealing a 
£ 20 m *Wack hole’ in its trading op- 


erations. Martin Taylor, chief exec- 
utive of Bardays, said al the time that 
BZW was ‘recovering nicely’. 

Last week, however, the pressure 
on Barclays was reignited by the un- 
expected announcement by Trav- 
elers Group, owners of retail 
stockbrokers Smith Barney, that it 
planned to take over US investment 
bank Salomon Brothers. Hot on the 
heels of a similar deal between re- 
tail stockbrokers Dean Witter and 
US investment bank Morgan Stan- 
ley, it suggested the consolidation 
of the sector was gaining an un- 
stoppable momentum and specu- 
lation was whipped into a frenzy. 

The Travelers/Saiomons deal 
put pressure on European banks to 
follow suit or risk being squeezed 
out by the growing power of the so- 
called bulge bracket of big Ameri- 
can firms like Merrill Lynch and 
Goldman Sachs. Europeans such as 
Deutsche Bank, ABN Amro and 
ING were named as potential bid- 
ders for American firms such as 
Lehman Brothers and Bankers 
Trust but also for relative minnows, 
in global terms, such as BZW. 

A takeover of BZW would come 
just as the investment bank ap- 
peared to have regained is self-con- 
fidence. It recently completed a 
move from shabby offices in the Gty 
to brand new marble clad accom- 
modation in the Canary Wharf de- 
velopment in London's Docklands. 

It also seemed to have reversed 
a dramatic outflow of staff that had 
seen a constant flow of analysis to 
other firms. 


m 


WH — 

/ 










.« I * 1 


Shares windfall for Centrica directors 





OT HER IND.IC ATe.RS-" 



Roy Gardner, chiefexeentiveof the 
British Gas trading ann Centrica, 
was last night sitting on shares 
worth more than £T5m after the 
company issued a further tranche 
of options under its long-term in- 
centive scheme. 

A total of five executive direc- 
tors, including Mr Gardner, were 
awarded another 1.1S million shares 
worth £Um- In total the five hold 
6 millio n shares worth £S.7m at last 
night's closing price of 94,5p. ^ 

Mr Gardner has 17 million 
shares, of which 1 .23 million are held 


under the long-term incentive 
scheme. Mike Alexander, manag in g 
director, has just over one million, 
finance director Mark Clare holds 
774,000, commercial director Peter 
Lehmann has 967,00 and Roger 
'Wood, managing director of British 
Gas Services, holds 626,000 shares. 

Under the Centrica scheme, di- 
rectors are eligible for share awards 
equal to 125 per cent of their base 
salaries. The shares have to be held 
for a period of five to six years and 
can only be granted provided cer- 
tain performance conditions are met 


based on total shareholder return. 
The company’s performance must 
rank 50th or above a gains t the 
FTSE 100 for any shares to be re- 
leased. If the performance is in the 
top quartile then 100 per cent of the 
shares are vested. 

Centrica’s shares have been on 
rising trend since the demerger in 
February as it has begun to unwind 

its take-or-pay liabilities in the North 
Sea and fought back against loss of 
market share to rivals through a se- 
ries of price cutting initiatives. 

-Michael Harrison 






Tim Waterstone: If his takeover proposals were reconsidered he would 
instigate a ‘root and branch shake-up’ at the troubled retailer 


How I would breathe 
life into WH Smith 


Tim Waterstone’s ambitious 
bid to take over WH Smith 
remained on the table 
yesterday as the bookseller 
outlined his plans for 
transforming the embattled 
high street chain. 7cm Stevenson 
shared his vision. 


Tim Wiaterstonc yesterday promised a 
root and branch shake up of the 
■“deadening culture” at WH Smith if 
bis takeover proposals for the record 
shops to stationery group are recon- 
sidered. Speaking for the first time 
since bis audacious highly leveraged 
takeover plan was rejected out of 
hand by the company, he outlined bis 
vision for transforming WH Smith's un- 
derperforming high street shops. 

Countering the company’s claim 
that bis bid proposals would simply 
saddle the group with unwanted debt, 
be promised to sell the Our Price 
record shops to WH Smith’s partner, 
Virgin, and to dispose of its American 
operations. That would reduce the 
£lbn of debt that SBC Warburg, 
Waterstone’s adviser, has proposed 
raising to fund the deal. 

Making those disposals was not 
critical to the success of the takeover 
arithmetic. Mr Waterstone said. Bul he 
admitted that, for his proposals to 
make sease, be would have to gener- 
ate like for like sales growth from ihe 
core retail chain of 4 to 5 per cent a 
year, compared to the current flat per- 
formance. 

“It is a complete tragedy to watch 
this foremost retail brand go backwards 
at a rate of knots," Mr \teterstooe said, 
as he promised lo transform WH 
Smith’s drab, underperforming high 
street shops by focusing on “books, 
news and beautiful stationery". 

He said videos 3 nd music would be 
ditched as WH Smith focused on its 
three main product lines. Ranges 
would widen, the quality of staff would 
be improved and buying would get bet- 
ter. “Smiths used to do it well. We 
would concentrate on its old values," 
he added. “You completely change the 
culture, you Waterstone iL" 

Transforming ihe chain would re- 


quire beefing up the book section, 
enlarging the news offering to become 
the “authoritative newsagent again'* 
and taking the stationery range up- 
market. Smith, with more than 500 
shops, has been losing market share to 
supermarkets, which sell many similar 
lines. 

Mr Waterstone’s proposals, which 
envisaged a 200 p a share cash payment 
to WH Smith shareholders, together 
with a share in a heavily borrowed ac- 
quisition vehicle, were still being treat- 
ed with scepticism in the City 
yesterday. Analysts and WH Smith's 
large shareholders said they were 
waiting for concrete proposals to be 
tabled. 

Despite Mr Wfciersfone's claim yes- 
terday that WH Smith chairman 
Jeremy Hardie had been interested in 
his proposals as late as Tuesday after- 
noon, it was not felt that the company 
had acted hastily in dismissing the plan 
without putting it to shareholders. 

One leading shareholder, who 
wanted to remain anonymous, said: 
“There is often a lot of sound and not 
much light in these situations. If there 
is something credible we would like to 
explore it, but we have a slight Feeling 
that this is the 19SGs all over again.” 

He added that, while new chief ex- 
ecutive Richard Handover had a lot to 
prove, he should retain shareholders' 
support. 

John Richards, an analyst at 
NatWest Markets, was equally scepti- 
cal: “We don't regard it as a serious 
offer and taking on that level of debt 
is potentially problematical for a com- 
pany with strategic issues to resolve." 

He questioned whether Mr Water- 
stone had the experience or ability to 
run a public company of WH Smith’s 
size. 

The Waterstone team also hit back 
at the assumptions made by WH Smith 
in its rejection on Wednesday, il 
denied putting a valuation of £35m on 
Mr W&terstone's latest retail venture, 
the Daisy and Tom chDdrcn'sstore on 
London’s King's Road. \ 

That figure, it said, was inferred by 
WH Smith from its proposal and, if 
true, implied a valuation of £ 1 . 6 bn for 
the group, a substantial premium to its 
current market value. It also ques- 
tioned WH Smith’s calculation of ad- 
visers’ fees of £34 m. 


SHARE PRICES 


The Independent recently changed the basis under which stocks are selected for 
inclusion on the shares listing page. The first wave of readers' requests for the 
inclusion of certain other stocks is about to be accommodated. All further 
requests should be put in writing to the Business Editor, marked “share 
listings” (or e-mailed to: tadyBuswesasIndependenucauk) and will be 
accommodated if possible. 
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Clubhaus doubles 
first-half profits 
after buying spree 


Clubhaus, the UK golf company, 
announced yesterday that first- 
half profits had doubled. to ; £| .4m . 
in the six month* to June thanks - 
to an acquisition spree which has 
seen it buy seven golf courses 
since the start of the year. . 
Clubhaus is buying a third German 
course in Stuttgart, taking its . 
total number of European dubs to 
15. It plans to expand its chain to 
20 dubs in the near future. 
Clubhaus also said that there are 
almost 6,500 holders of the 
Clubhaus Card (left), its new 
loyalty card that gives course 
discounts. Clubhaus' shares rose 
1 ,5p to 81 .5p, compared to its 
flotation price of 75p in February 
1996. Clubhaus' shares got off to a 
rocky start when they floated but 
have done better recently. The 
recovery has been helped by the 
recruitment in late 1996 of David 
Lloyd, the former tennis star who 
set up a fitness club chain, as non- 
executive director. The addition of 
Mr Uoyd to the board was part of 
the company’s aim to combine 
golf courses with other leisure 
activities. Five Clubhaus UK _ - 
courses now have planning 
permission for health and 
fitness facilities. 

Photograph: Peter Macdarmid 


Sheffield United and 
QPR. show heavy losses 
post-flotation results 


UK’s late-payers total 80% 


Two quoted First Division 
football clubs, Sheffield United 
and Queens Park Rangers, 
yesterday reported large losses 
roughly equivalent to their 
annual income in their first 
results since they joined the 
stock market. Both blamed heavy 
spending in the transfer market 
for adding to their trading 
difficulties. Clifford German 
investigates the high costs of 
competing to reach the Premier 
League and join football's 
top flight. 


Sheffield United ihe First Division foot- 
ball side that reversed into Conrad, the 
Manchesier-based sports consultancy last 
January reported a 33 percent jump in at- 
tendances and trebled sales of merchan- 
dise through the dub shop in the new soccer 
season, chief executive Charles Green 
said yesterday. 

A plan to build a hotel and leisure park 
on a 14-acre site and expand the ground 
capacity at BraraaJl Lane has been 
approved, licences have been granted to 
open bars in the stadium concourses and 
the shirt-sponsorship deal with Vaux brew- 
eries comes up for renewal at the end of 
the season. 

The club is now third in the table with 
games in hand. But the company that owns 
the club made a pre-tax lossof£5.S8m for 
the combined businesses in the year to the 
end of June compared with a loss of just 
£59,000 the previous year, due to spiralling 
wages costs. Alan Kelly, the goalkeeper, 
and the Norwegian international Roger 
NQsen. two players currently out of favour 
with the new team manager may have to 
be sold soon to raise the best part of £3ra. 

Turnover reached £$.9m of which 
£2_35ra came from the football club, but 
costs swallowed up all but £13.000. After 
adding in a £2.44m loss on the sale of 
Sportsttinner clothing businesses, and a loss 


of £2.96m in the transfer market the com- 
pany fell sharply into the red. The footbalL 
turnover could treble this year and the 
sports promotion business of Conrad will 
be retained Mr Green confirmed, but the 
shares fell 4p to 53 5p, barely half the price 
they reached just after the merger in 
January. 

It was a similar story at Loftus Road 
the holding company that owns Queen's 
Park Rangers football dub and Wfcsps, the 
Rugby Union league champions. Promo- 
tion for QPR. currently third in the table, 
will transform the financial prospects for 
the group and attendances are up 6 percent 
so far this season, while the chib is reviewing 
the options for enlarging the Loftus Road 
stadium or moving to a new site to the west 
of London, the chairman, Chris Wight, said 
yesterday. 

Loftus Road also intends to invest in and 
develop its off-the-field activities in the area 
of merchandising and other commercial ac- 
tivities in order to broaden the commer- 
cial base and lessen the dependence on 
success on the field, the chairman said 

The company has appointed a new chief 
executive. Stephen Oakley, a former 
finance director of Hartstone to run the 
club, but it kicked-offits first published ac- 
counts with a loss almost equal to the an- 
nual turnover. The dubs generated an 
income of £7 .5m, playing staff and match 
day costs absorbed £7 Aim and the stadi- 
um cost £920.000 to run. Together they 
added up to an operating loss of £3.61m 
and a net loss of £3 55m on player trans- 
fers resulted in a total loss of £7.16m. After 
crediting interest income of £1 12,000, the 
published loss reached £7.05 m, equal to 
20. Ip a share. 

Loftus Road shares eased lp to 44p 
compared with the high point of 1065p at 
the peak of the season of soccer mania in 
January, other quoted clubs have also fall- 
en over the year. Spurs were unchanged 
at 925 p yesterday, 40 per cent below their 
high in February. Even Manchester Unit- 
ed near the top of the Premier League fell 
2p on the news that their captain. Roy 
Keane, is out for the season to 669p, 8 per 
cent below the peak. 


More than 80 per cent of British companies pay their bills late, 
and the worst offenders are large organisations, according to re- 
search published by business information service Dun and Brad- 
street to coincide with today's deadline for submissions on the 
Government’s consultative paper proposing that penalties and 
statutory interest be introduced for those who do not settle bills 
on time. Accountants remain sceptical about the effectiveness 
of such a move, however, with the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants recommending its introduction in stages to allow as- 
sessment, while the Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants argues that the measure will only work if part of a 
larger action plan designed to change the “fare-payment culture". 


Boost for 

housing 

sector 


C&W launches price war 


Cable & Wireless launched a new price war with BT yesterday 
when it said it is to cap the price of a UK national telephone 
call at 50 pence on Saturdays from October until the end of the 
year. Over one million consumer phone users will pay no more 
than 50 pence for a UK long-distance call every Saturday, al- 
lowing them to stay on phone all day at no extra cost, the com- 
pany said. “We have introduced the 50 pence price cap so that 
customers can enjoy using the phone and not worry about how 
long the call is," said Adrian Chamberlain, managing director 
of C&W Communications “Saturday seemed an ideal day to 
choose as people have more time to relax and make those catch- 
up phone calls," he added. 


Huntingdon gets clearance 


Huntingdon, the drug testing group, said yesterday that the Home 
Office has granted a new Certificate of Designation for Hunt- 
ingdon’s research centres at Juntingdon and Eye. Since its in- 
terim statment on 31 July this year the company says it has 
“explained to the Home Office remedial actions taken and en- 
hancements to managerial and supervisoiy controls and train- 
ing programmes, in response to the 16 stringent pre-conditions 
to the award of a new certificate. Ministers have agreed that Hunt- 
ingdon has met these pre-conditions. The new Certificate 
means that there will be no disruption to any current or planned 
studies and other research activities, the company said. Glaxo 
Wellcome said yesterday that it had not yet decided whether to 
renew business with Huntingdon. 


Burn Stewart figures updated 


Burn Stewart, the independent whisky distillers, reported a 29 
per cent rise in sales to £70m, a 56 per cent increase in operat- 
ing profits to £6.1m and a leap in pre-tax profits from £1.0im to 
£356m in the year to the end of June. But the results are cloud- 
ed by the disputed figures for the previous year. They included 
£5.1m worth of turnover and £1.4m worth of profit that has now 
been transferred to 1996-97 figures after the directors accept- 
ed a ruling by a review panel. Profits continue to be affected by 
the high costs of brand building in the face of depressed prices. 
But whisky prices in the retailers' own label sector where Burn 
Stewart operates have begun to rise, chairman Bill Thornton said. 
The shares fell 25p to 44p. 


House-builders are taking heart 
from the rising house prices and 
stepping up their activity. In the 
three months from June to August, 
48,000 dwellings were started an 
increase of S per cent on the 
same three months a year ago. 
while in the month of August 
14,900 dwellings were started, an 
increase of 22 per cent on August 
last year, and 13,000 were com- 
pleted, 25 per cent more than a 
year ago. 

House prices are now rising by 
anything from 6.9 per cent a year 
according to the Halifax up to 12.9 
per cent a year according to Na- 
tionwide. New house prices are 
also beginning to rise. GaQiford the 
Lincolnshire based housebuilders 
and specialised construction com- 
pany said yesterday it has raised 
prices by 5 percent in three stages 
in the year to the end of June and 
another 15 per cent in July, and 
expects similar increases over the 
next year. 

Profit doubled to £2.24m in the 
year to the end of June in spite of 
a £660,000 hit on the last of its dis- 
continued businesses, house com- 
pletions were up 15 per cent and 
housebuilding profits rose 38 per 
cent to £ 1.77m. It almost achieved 
its target of a JOper ccd! profit on 
turnover in the housebuilding di- 
vision. the chairman, Richard 
Miles, said yesterday. 

The group expects to spend 
£500,000 on improving its IT in- 
vestment in the current year in an 
attempt to win more construction 
and maintenance contracts. It 
has also invested £200,000 in a 25 
per cent stake in the proposed 
Rapid Transit System for 
Northampton. It hopes to install 
a network of low-pollution gas- 
driven buses running in specially 
built concrete channels and 
served by park-and-ride terminals 
on the town’s outskirts. 


•nlted Assurance raises mis-selling provision to £!50m 


United Assurance, the life assurance 
group formed last year from the 
merger of Refuge Assurance and 
United Friendly, yesterday more than 
doubled the amount it is setting aside 
to pay compensation to investors who 
were mis-sold personal pensions to 
£l50m. Andrew Verity reports on the 
embarrassing admission. 


United Assurance warned that it may not be able 
to meet strict deadlines set by the Treasury fur com- 
pensation victims of the pension mis-selling scan- 
dal. Directors blamed delays on difficulties 
obtaining information from both occupational 
schemes and its own clients. 

Group chief executive George Mack denied 
that the company had failed properly to estimate 
its own liability in the past. 

He said the extra money was needed to meet 
liabilities in full in the wake of a tougher attitude 


on mis-sellin g from the Heasuiy. Budget changes 

to tax credits have also increased the cost of com- 
pensation. 

Mr Mack also claimed that the cost of redress 
had risen because United is to offer mis-selling 
victims guarantees of redress in future — a more 
expensive method than compensation upfront. 

However, the doubt cast on United’s ability to 
meet the Treasury deadlines could damage future 
framing^ Government ministers have hinted that 
companies which do not meet the deadlin es could 
be excluded from selling stakeholder pensions. 

Stakeholder pensions, expected to be intro- 
duced in the next two years, will target low income 
savers - a key market for United, a home service 
company whose sales people collect premiums 
door to door. 

Home service companies are particularly ex- 
posed to the mis-selling scandaL Prudential, 
which was once the largest player in this market 
before it quit the business, revealed a£450m pro- 
vision for mis-selling two months agp. It had pre- 
viously set aside just £250m. 

In contrast to a Prudential decision to make 


policyholders pay 90 per cent of the compensa- 
tion costs with shareholders paying only 10 per 
cent. United's shareholders will bear 80 per cent 
of the costs. 

The announcement came as United struggled 
to appease shareholders, who have been frustrated 
by delays in getting DTI approval to restructure 
the group. It announced it had finally got approval 
for shareholders to reap most of the £37m cost 
savings flowing from last October’s merger. 

The directors have also bowed to pressure from 
the market to ditch a loss-making direct-selling 
vehicle. United Friendly Financial Planning. This 
was sold to Friends Provident for a loss of £2m. 
One analyst said this was a misguided venture up- 
market which should have been ditched long ago. 
“It has taken them a very long time to do what is 
obvious," he said. 

Mr Mack said the company had struggled to 
find qualified staff. “It is easy to look with twen- 
ty-twenty hindsight, which is all right in itself. But 
coming up against practical difficulties is quite dif- 
ferent.'’ 

Mr Mack admits morale is low among Unit- 


ed's staff as more than a third must leave or be 
made redundant. Of 6,400 staff, 900 have left af- 
ter turning down the option of relocating from Lon- 
don to Wflmslow, the company's new headquarters 
in Cheshire. 

But the company is currently selecting more 
staff for compulsory redundancy to bring num- 
bers down to 4,200. Of 279 branches, 160 are to 
be shut. 

United's operating profits nearly doubled to 
£158m in the six months to June, excluding the 
provision for mis-selling. However, £67 .8m of this 
came from the investment return on more than 
£800m of surplus assets. In the same period last 
year. United was blocked from attributing these 
surplus assets to shareholders. 

The figure for operating profits also masks a 
5 per cent drop in new premiums from January 
to June against the same six months last year. This 
contrasts sharply with close competitors such as 
Britannic Assurance, which has boasted sales af- 
ter competitor*, such as Prudential withdrew 
from the markeL 
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IN BRIEF 


United States industry 
lifted by orders surge 


US industry enjoyed a 13 per cent jump in orders in Au- 
gust. thanks in large part to the biggest monthly rise in or- 
ders for electronic components since February 1960. These 
surged by 76.9 per cent, while orders for electrical equip- 
ment climbed by a healthy 28.4 per cent Figures for Jtriy 
were revised up to show a 05 per cent increase during the 
month. However, the recent run of figures showing the Amer- 
ican economy to be growing more sturdily than expected were 
countered by a small increase in new unemployment claims. 
These edged up by 1,000 to 308,000, although the four^week 
average fell from 313,000 to 308,750 in the latest week. The 
eyes of the financial markets remained firmly set on figures 
due today on employment gains and earnings last month. 


German output falls 


Germany's industrial output fell in August, unable to keep 
up Lhe pace after surging in July. That month’s 3.9 per cent 
jump was almost offset by a 3.2 per cent drop in August 
The weakest part of manufacturing w ns the production of 
consumer durables, reflecting the absence of consumer de- 
mand and the reliance of the German recovery on exports. 
Construction also fell sharply, in both west and east Ger- 
many. However, economists said the new figures were only 
slightly disappointing and the underlying trend remained 
healthy. Fears that the Bundesbank might still increase in- 
terest rates have not abated. 


International Energy boost 


International Energy made a half-year pre-tax profit of 
£5. 177m agaiast £3. 843m fast time and announced a plac- 
ing and one -for-four open offer to raise £1238m. The com- 
pany grew its earnings per share to 7.68p from 5.61 p and 
its dividend to 1.20p from 1.16p. The company said it will 
spend lhe £12m on developing its UK natural gas business. 
Credit Lyonnais Laing, as agent for the company, has con- 
ditionally agreed to place 50 per cent of the new ordinary 
shares with institutional and other investors subject to the 
rights of qualifying shareholders to apply for new ordinary 
shares under the open offer. The company said trading for 
the current year is in line with the board's expectations. 


Bowland gets regulator fine 


Bowland Financial Management, an independent financial 
adviser based in Nelson, Lancashire, has been fined £10,000 
by regulators for breaking rules on controlling its own busi- 
ness. The Personal Investment Authority said the compa- 
ny had failed to make sure its staff were suitable for the job 
and were property trained and supervised. Records were bad- 
ly kept and (he company had neglected to take the right steps 
to make sure it did not break the rules. Bawfand had also 
broken rules on the financial resources it needed and the 
reports it should make to the regulator. The fallings were 
exposed in a routine monitoring visit by the authority. 
Bowland had at first decided it would appeal against being 
disciplined but later backed down. 


Unilever sells coffee interest 


Unilever is to sell its coffee operations in Australia and New 
Zealand, together worth AusS90miUion, as a single unit to 
concentrate on its ice cream and tea operations, a spokesman 
said. The operations, which are profitable, were acquired 
as part of the BusheOs acquisition made nearly 10 years ago, 
and they employ 231 people in Australia and 43 in New 
Zeala n d. The brands being sold include Robert T imm*- Pablo 
and Faggs and will be sold as a going concern. 


Queensborough profits slip 


Queens borough made pre-tax profits of £809,000 against 
£848,000 fast time, and paid a dividend of 0.1p against noth- 
ing the year before. In August the caravan park division 
and Hotel Burs tin traded in line with expectations, how- 
ever the day-visitor attractions recorded a reduction 
against last year, according to Queensborough chairman KR 
Leech. “Currently eveiy effort is being made to maximi se 
performance in the second half year," he said. Mr Leech 
said significant progress is being made in the formation of 
the new chain of branded restaurants division and the pfank 
will be announced separately “as soon as we are in a posi- 


tion to do so' 
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Hope springs eternal for BTPs strategy 

s a nor- busic 

_ _ - irtwirACTifthev initiate a 


r OUTLOOK 

* ON BTS CRISIS. 
'Advance 

CORPORATION TAX 
AND PROSPECTS 
FOR EMU 


Huge amounts of time, energy and emo- 
tion have been invested by the BT board 
on bringing about the MCI merger. It is 
hard to exaggerate how serious a setback 
the WorldCom counter bid has been - the 
type of thing executives find it difficult 
to bounce back from. If Sir Iain Vallance 
and his chief executive at BT, Sir Peter 
Bonfield, have got a plan B for realising 
their global ambitions, there is no indi- 
cation of what it might be; the stunned al- 
ienee emanating from BTs Newgate 
Street headquarters over the past two days 
rather suggests thatlhey don't Everything 
seems to have rested on MCI. Without it, 
BT may have to reconcile itself to Us pre- 
sent role as just another low-level national 
telecoms utility. 

Hope springs eternal, however, and for 
the lime being the strategy seems to be to 
turn a blind eye to reality and insist that 
there is still some chance of pulling off the 
MCI deal This line of reasoning rests large- 
ly on the assumption that MCI share- 
holders will think a bird in the hand worth 
two in the bush. BTs cash and shares bid 
is there on the table having finally cleared 
all regulatory obstacles. By contrast, 
WorldCom's all paper offer Is at least six 
months off and more likely a lot longer. 

Moreover, as our story on page 23 ex- 
plains, WorldCom is a creature of Salomon 
Brothers, the Whll Street investment 
bank, and largely its creation. With its hec- 
tic series of acquisitions, WorldCom has 
become a finely tuned fee earning machine 
for Salomon’s, so much so that it is rea- 
sonable to suspect that this is actually its 
purpose. Add to that the huge arbitrage 


position Salomon Brothers was running 
on the BT/MCI transaction, on which it 
stood to make a substantial loss, and the 
real substance and purpose of this offer 
in highly rated WorldCom shares begins 
to look very questionable. 

Trouble is. that though these arguments 
might look a runner from this side or the 
Atlantic, they are so much junk mail in the 
highly charged, ethylene driven, never nev- 
er world inhabited by Will Street investors 
these days. On Will Street the choice is 
between one of the US’s greatest ever 
growth stocks, and u hog standard, low 
growth European utility. From the sober 
and considered environment of the City 
of London (no joke intended), it is as plain 
as a pike staff that WorldCom's bid for 
MCI is a classic and foolish top of the bull 
market transaction. Unfortunately, for BT. 
this is as unobviuus to US investors as the 
great speculative bubble of Wtll Street it- 
self. In the absence of a market crash, a 
plan B Is rapidly going to have to wheeled 
out of whatever deep vault it has been hid- 
ing oul in. 


Time up for an 
antiquated tax 

There was no guidance from the Treasury 
yesterday on The suggestion that Gordon 
Brown is about to scrap Advance Cor- 
poration Tax. It would be pretty odd if he 
were not, however. Crucially, scrapping 
ACT will level the playing field between 
UK companies and foreign companies 


with businesses based here. The Gov 
eminent ’s plan to prevent UK companies 
paying fureign income dividends bum 
but allow foreign companies to continue 
is a ludicrous anomaly. 

FIDs are the only way UK companies 
can avoid paying tax twice on dividends 
paid out of overseas earnings. No where 
else in the world do companies have to 
worry about where they get their profit s 
from to pay their dividends. Wrthoul FIDs, 
UK companies like BAT, RioTinio and 
Glaxo Wcllcoinc which make most of their 
money ouLside the UK would face a scar- 
ing ACT bill which they cannot offset 
against mainstream tax. 

As things stand, UK companies face 
an uncomfortable choice from 1999 on- 
wards; either euiti their foreign expansion 
or pay the penalty. That rather flies in the 
face of Labour's desire to buosi Britain s 
interests abroad. Abolishing ACT would 
allow British companies to invest overseas 
on rational financial criteria without the 
fear of keeping enough business in the UK 
10 satisfy the tax system. It would also nuke 
the UK market more transparent and at- 
tractive to foreign companies. 

The problem Is that scrapping ACT has 
other attractions lhat Labour will be less 
inclined to encourage. Water companies 
with large capital investment programmes 
will do very nicely out of the abolition of 
ACT. thunkyou veiy much. Lussmakers will 
also benefit Losses mean no mainstream 
lax bill, so there is nothing to offset ACT 
against. Scrapping ACT will ai “ un ' 
nwoilt in more share buy backs. 


Regardless of these pohocauy 

aSaassgs 

sacsaWsar 

of corporation tax payments, the 


Brussels surveys 

hazy EMU future 

The European Commission’s 

icrday uigingEMU aspirants to get a move 

on with the practical 

single currency earned echoes ofNer ° __ 
dUns while Rome burned. 

Romano Prodi's 17-mumhoWgerv^meJ 

was staring crisis m the face- Its 

get faces defeat over 

Sending cuts lhat arc essential d » 

to more or less meet to 2 Maasaric^ Ital- 

ria: and the government tongTwed byhal 

ian standards, might have to call 

True, this is a bit unfair to the Com 
mission. For there can be almost no 
doubt now- lhat the single oinency wU 
start on time for a number of 
Even for those noijoinmgm the fir« wave 
- which almost certainly includes Britain 

despite the Government’s efforts to pose 

as cuddly Europeans without actually 
changing the policy- yet - a lot of pratt- 
calities still have to be addressed. British 


businesses, especially in financial services, 
will have to adjust to trading in euros any- 
way. and will have to update their ac- 
counting and computer systems at the 
same time as reprogramming them to cope 
with the year 2000 problem. 

However, the future outline of the sin- 
gle currency is still hazy. Just over a year 

from the start date it is not at all dear when 

or whether two of the four bigges 
economies in the EU will join. Although 
many in the City now assume Labour jvtu 
find'ii hard to stay out after 2002 there 
must be, as a big new study by ABN Amro 
points out, a political debat ahead- Even 
Euro-cnthusiasts can be forgiven for 
thinking it is a reckless approach to such 
an important project to leave the debate 

until the last minute. . . 

The implication of the uncertainties is 

more sharp moves in the financial mar- 
kets. During the past week gilt yields have 
closed on bund yields as the markets re- 
sponded to hints and whispers that the 
Labour Government was minded to jam 
the single currency soon after the first 
wave. And Italian bonds and the bra haw 
falka in reaction to the fiscal and politi- 
cal turmoil. Both moves were predictable 
- and some analysis have indeed been pre- 
dicting them for a Few weeks. Gilts i were 
undervalued. Kalian bonds overvalued. 

However, these moves eould be re- 
versed as long as the political decisions 
are put off. If Labour senses a swing m 
the public mood against EMU and drops 
a few un cuddly hints, it could lose the 
bonus it gained in the financial markets 
this past week. 


Steve Jobs stands 
by Apple decision 
to ditch doners 


# 


Implicitly recognising the criticism that 
showered on him from marry quarters af- 
ter his decision last month to terminate li- 
censing with Apple’s three main done 
licensees - Power Computing, which he 
bought. IBM and Motorola - Mr Jobs said 
he found a “really dangerous situation on 
effectively taking control of .lhe 
from Gil Ameliovdx> was fired by the board 

Because the cost to Apple pct toised 

unit was running to hundreds of dollars, e 
said, the company was essentially subsidis- 
ing each clone Macintosh that went on toe 
market. “1 told them thatwe were gpmg to 
co broke and that if we went down the shif- 
ter then the whole Macintosh ecoystem 
would go down the shitter . 

Efforts made by Applet© negotiate new 
terms for the licenses to eliminate the er- 
ssment ot the subsid isation met a bride wall, Jobs 

* to an autoraaticaUy W* 5 ! padding that he was “not happy” that 
of desk lop publishers at the Sey aL ^ tenn ^ ations . But he added defiantly: 
ln ^ FranCBCO - -0^ pricing has got to make the ecosys- 

tem prosper and make sure Apple returns 
to health and we did whatwe todto do ; 
Even among the most diehardofMac 

enthusiasts - many of them amot« the 3JMU- 

w.'vti-rdav — there is Still the sober 


Steve Jobs, the interim chief 
executive officer at Apple 
Computer, yesterday staunchly 
defended his controversial 
decision to break relations with 
clone makers of the Macintosh 
line saying thgit, had they been 
allowed to endure, the licensing 
agreements would have sent 
Apple 'down the shitter 1 . David 
Usbome reports from San 
Francisco. 


Mr Jobs, who has said he will onlyhold the 
#Jler at Apple until a permanent CEO can 
be recruited later this year, offered an up- 
beat assessment of the struggling compa- 
ny* future svmoathebc 

audience o* uwn. i . 

bold Convention in San Francisco. 

Dressed casually and dnnkmg from 
bottled water, Mr Jobs^o^d Apple s 
new advertising campaign, featuring rams 
of innovation ranging from Chani 
Richard Branson, and f 

rav of products without offering speeffiede- 
SfS Of them. Saying that be had 
identified about 30 per cent of Apple 
products as ‘‘gems’’ worth pursuing, he said 
^The products we have coming are going 

to be a lot, lot better. - 
A He pledged, however, to remain com 
lta«feting MAC OS operating 
and said the companyw^re-foa^ 

to j* 

sumrner 2” . reDreS ented ■‘Beelzebub" to 
had “i decided that ba- 

most Mac enth relations with 

dcolh ™ «? lfe- 

Minost'ft-' theboosand 

tened politely, n F* ^cement when 

August. Un- 

it was made at Mac . Sl^O mil- 

der die d ^\ NrK ^°^pple promised to 

lion in Apple, an /JJP ^ the default 
include the Microsoft ^f WSer * 

browser on its platform. 



Photograph; Nicola I 1 urtz 



It is in an ~ r Asnokesman said tnai A-anu xwvci 

a week ago ^ recetod 1.500 calls on a specialjobs hot- 

earepmgn for AppI^eU^^^ ^ whiAopenedat7a m yesterday mom- 

secondtelev^ commm^t^ t^r 3 ^ QQ ^ expenence, the toud 

nOTS logan.-T^DdfcranCarffcsWra of enquires would easily «caed 

characters such as Einstem, ncasso anu, hefldde ^ 

tadeed, Mr Branson. 


^udetheMicrosonu.^™- indeea wu - 

Directors still buying their own shares £261 m Ma,d 

L/l« . rt _ aiono with electronic and electri- Maid, the onfine information 

^prasnl-reU^stro^st^ ~ — 


L-ano ivuvci ‘■“““6“ , , liniT .he introduction ui » 

demand from next year. Once output p , j er production at such an 

reaches its peak rate. about 2,00° pco- f. 1 But the level of in- 

ple will be working on the Freelander pro- early stage. 

acquistion doubles its size 

. « J I — in. 


continued to back 

in September, 

Exporters tbrougnu 

^^■-Tum tormun reports- 

sfasrus in ratio of hn.'' en ’ 


rtahsation co underperfor- 

’"^“misduring^ 

lumber was M to 1, coopted to 3.7 to 

i “-S^^ staaarnunl - 

^ ^^Zg^MemU Lynch, 

above 25, but when it does shares tend to 
fu^rform cash in the subsequent U 

months. 




, from the decline- 

ite of swri'ng- an Edinburgh- 

According '^ ct ^ cks lrJ dins 

company u*» ir 


over the past decade shares subse 

auently outperformed cash by an ave > 

of 15 per cent in the fonowmg yeaJ- ( . 
Dismbutor&and lie leifflre and 


roireti.uis >i ' u J‘“&“ . 

. Directors at engineering 

buying shares outnumbered sellere by LI 

toSx, though the value of toe purchases, 
at £13m, was less than the selling total of 
£1.7m, the research group said. 

One of the reasons directors of smaller 

companies have been such keen b^sof 

shares in tbdr own businesses 

marked underperfonnance of the small 
^Mes compared to the FTSE lOOmarkct 

1Ca Th^rise and rise of the “f** ^ 

has been driven almost exclusively ^ toe 

top flight and within that by a handfulof 
fitS, pharmaceutical and od storks. 
Stripping those out of the FTSE 100 in 
desfthe rise of around a third is actually 
iJmch more pedestrian and the smaller 
companies have fared even less well. 


Maid, the onfine information 
company, yesterday more than 
doubled its size when it snapped 
up Knrght-Ridder Information for 
$420m (£261 m). As Cathy Newman 
reports, the move is likely to lead 
to around 300 redundancies, 
which represents 20 per cent of 
the combined workforce. 

The newly merged company will start trad- 
ing as The Dialog Corporation next month, 
and will be the biggest online information 
provider in the world with maAet sharea 

25 per cent mariretdiarc, just ahead of Reed 

International's Lens-Net* subsidiary. 

Dan Wegner. Maid s ebullient chief ex- 
ecutive and founder, who will head upthe 

^■rou^iaiv. said yesterday that hewaslock- 


ine to make cost-saving? of $35m by the end 

ofWyear.MrtvagnersaMlh ecubvmd d 

Sources said 20 per ixm 
staff in the two tasinesses were >^ly 

bo as part of the streamlining. 

— "--SSS 

City analyst said the new company s scale 
iild turn Maid into an ^^suraWy 
3nger company”, as it would now have 
to its own quality conlent instead of 

hSS to buy it in from competitor, such 

85 Mr Wagner, who saidhehad used ag- 
gressive negotiating tactics” “ cur ^ ! he 
deal, said KRI’s turnover had been fairly 
flat over Lhe last few years because it had 


failed to tiuget the “end-user”, and had m- 

stead depended on the mature libraiy ciar- 

keL “End-users" are individuals without 
training in information retrieval. 

A number of KRTs "key executives are 
to join Dialog, Maid said. These jih-IucT 
Jeff Galt, KRTs president ^oistotake 
the title of executive vke-presidenL and will 

report to Mr Wagner. 

Maid said yesterday that a new execu- 
tive incentive scheme would be unre- 
duced, but would not be finalised .fin -mat 
weeks. Mr Wagner’s 18 ^er rent ^stakc m 
the company wfl! be diluted b> about 35 
per cent, but he said he had no intention 

of selling any of his shares. 

KR1 reported revenues of $289.8m 
las year, while Maid turned m a pre-utx 

l^of £7m. Howler ,W 

pencilled in pre-tax profits of £30m m 1998 

for the combined groups. 

Investment column, page 27 
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Pundits prepare for fierce takeover battle at Turner & Newell 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 

STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


*nie stock market is convinced 
•the T&N vehicle components 
group will soon become the 
subject of a fierce takeover 
: battle. 

Last week the American 
Federai-Mogol group pro- 
duced a surprise 235 p a share 
offer. Although derided as in- 
adequate the bid represented 
a two-year high for the shares 
of the asbestos haunted group. 

Since the offer materialised 
Bsdeial-Mogul has been under 
intense pressure to increase its 
terms. Many institutions feel 
any strike should be nearer 
300p. 

Whether the Americans 
will be tempted remains to be 
seen. But it is clear a number 
of domestic groups, including 
GKN, are wondering whether 
to enter the arena. 

Since Federal-Mogul ap- 
peared GKN shares have fall- 
en 66p in a generally strong 


market as worries about its 
possible involvement have sur- 
faced. TI is another which 
could nurse ambitions. 

T&N shares added 3p to 
249 Jp in brisk t radin g. 

The other big takeover 
speculation occupying the 
market was concentrated on 
financials. There was a grow- 
ing conviction the old yarn 
that Barclays, the banking 
group, planned to move out of 
the securities industry by sell- 
ing BZW was at last ringing 
true. 

Barclays shares, even by the 
amazing standards of recent 
days, have had an astonishing 
run. They climbed a further 
25i»p (after 78-5p) to l,747p 
as the market latched on to 
stories BZW was about to be 
sold to ING, the former Dutch 
post office which took over the 
collapsed Barings bank. ING 
refused to comment. 


National Westminster 
Bank, up 33-5p to 986p. was 
also strong on renewed talk it 
too was near to selling its se-. 
curities business. Another 
Dutch group, ABN Amro, the 
bank owning the Hoare Gov- 
ett investment group,- was the 
name in Lhe frame. But it de- 
nied the rumour— it was “not 
something we would even 
contemplate". 

Northern Rock in its sec- 
ond day in the rumour ridden 
banking sector made more 
headway, adding 13p to 476p. 

The rest of the market 
starred off in fine fettle but lost 
its enthusiasm as the session 
progress. Footsie was at one 
time up to a record 5,367 J 
points but ended with a 21 
decline at 5.291.1. Supporting 
shares, however, made 
headway. 

Another seeming Govern- 
ment leak, this time relating to 


the possible removal of 
Advance Corporation lax, had 
provided shares with the ex- 
cuse for a rousing start. Util- . 
hies soared. Thames Whier 
was at one time up 42p. It 
closed with a 1225p gain at 
896 jp. ' 

Others to be captivated by 
the ACT trailer included 
British Energy, up 21 jp to 
354Jjp; Reuters, 25.5p to 753p 

Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 

ISO — — : — ^ • 

lAsdal 
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and BAT Industries 13p at 
567-Sp. 

BT was again the most ac- 
tnrely traded share with Seaq 
patting volume at more than 
56 miUioiL. The price rose 
17j5p to 459.5p as the market 
■ anticipated further cash hand- 
outs if, as seems likely, the 
MCI bid has to be abandoned. 

Asda, "which failed to take 
over its superstores rival Safe- 
way. continued to pay for its 
failed ambition, fatting a fur- 
ther 3J25p to L54.25p. Safeway 
lost lip to 382p. '■ 

Another retailer, WH 
Smith, pat on 16p to 381 dp 
following the abortive Tim 
Waters tone approach; JJB 
Sports, the retailer, lost 6.5p 
to 466 Jp ahead of interim 
figures next week. The shares 
touched 531pin the summer. 

Bank of Scotland rose 16p 
to 522^p as Lehman Brothers 
suggested a 660p target. Great 


Universal Stores, an ACT abo- 
lition beneficiary, rose 24_5p to 
719-5p;It enjoyed theadded at- 
traction of an analysts visit 
scheduled for latex this month. 

Jeyes, the disinfectant 
group, rose 12p to lllp and. 
Aggreko, the generator group 
hived off from Christian 
Salyesen, added 7p.to 17&5p. 

It 'is suggested that Ag- . 
greko, in its stand alone form, 
looks vulnerable to a strike and 
some of lhe more aggressive 
players are circling. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional’s rally was short lived, 
the shares fell 4Z5p to 5&5p- 
Shield Diagnostic ended 30p 
higher at 730p after the in- 
vestment lunch with stock-, 
broker Sutherlands. 

intelligent Environments, 
a computer group, rose 6p to 
30.5p after it raised £300,000 
placing shares with Finsbury 
Technology Trust at 27p. 


TAKING STOCK 


Rosebys, the household tex- 
tiles and soft ftanaishings re- 
teilesr; should achieve a 
dramatic profits advance tins 

y eat Mark Charnock atChar- 
terhonse TBney hasliftel hfa 
forecast by£lm to £13 m. Last 
Hmx* the company produced 
just over £7m. 

Mr.Cbarnockis shooting far 
£L 5 j 5 m next time. . He expects 
farther acqabftiOQs. The shares ' 
are 3 l 6 p; they have moved he-: 
tween 280p and 335L5p in the 
past year. 

Aijo "Wiggins Appleton, the 
hard pressed Anglo ESench pa- 
per group where take .over 
hopes often surface, was again 
actively traded. There is spec- 
ulation b hid for Wmns et 
Gie^ involved in a 39.9 percent 
AWA shareholding, could put 
the paper grow Inplay-AWA 
shares, in bnsy trading. Ml 7p 
to 197p; they remain near their 
L2-month high. 
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named The Di-door^ ^^P^y-wbc 
s^rT! CMog Corporation. will uui. 

■SSS£!=*= 

. Wws sert-,ce it provided to Maid, ill.1 
the risks of being a weajy plyyer 
Second KRI provides Maid with 
much-needed quality enmem and 

& KRlh -^>^ 51ge „J 

reference service in the US, and 
Europe s largest archival service. Mr 
Vagner, who prides himself on his tough 
negotiating tactics, has also sealed a fn£- 
year contract with Knight-R/dder News- 
papers. KRTs parent, as part of the deal, 
giving Dialog access to 27 US daily 
newspapers. 

First-class information will comple- 
ment Maid’s user-friendly search tech- 
nology, InfoSort, enabling Dialog to 
target the growing “end-user” market, 
that is. ordinary individuals who want 
to access information online. 

The deal, to be funded by a combined 
£1 18m placing, junk-bond issue, and debt 
is expected to be eamings-enhaaring in 
1*WS. Maid is hopeful of making cost-sav- 
ings of around $35m a year in the first 
year. Many of KRTs 34 offices will be ab- 
sorbed by Maid’s, although the reor- 
ganisation will cost SlOm. 

Merrill Lynch had Maid trading on 
a sky-high 37 limes forward earnings, 
but the broker is tentatively pencilling 
a better value 14 times for the newly 
merged company. The shares, sus- 


MAID/Oialog-: At a glance om 

•(merger tf MA© * xRn Marks value: £2005m. share price 21 6p (suspended) (MAID 4 KRI 

Combined) , 

nye-yearrecort 1994 1995 1996 1997 ♦ 1998* 


bed and some £3llm needed to spruce 
up its homes make 65p-?0p a share a 
more realistic level. On 13 times this 
year's earnings, avuid. 
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United Assurance 
has more to do 






Other moves recently include phannaceud - 
cab analyst Ian White, a former Klein wort Ben- 
son bod, who has left Robert Fleming together 
with his deputy Sarb Klair to join TT Intenia- 
tionaL TT is a London-based fund manage®^ 0 * 
company founded bylimlhcdu, an investment 
guru in health care who used to work for Fidelity. 

And then there’s drugs analyst Tom Geinw^ 
who left Henry Cooke Lumsden three months 
ago to join the corporate finance side of Apa* 
Securities in Manchester. 

Mr Geimer, a native of the US who settled 
over here “many years ago,'* can still not get bis 
head around “soccer," as he calls it. Which is a 
pity, since Apax has been heavily involved in fi- 
nancing football clubs like including Leicester, 
MfflwaH and Sheffield United. The game “makes 
no sense to me”, he murmurs. 





1994 1995 1996 1997 


pended yesterday, start trading as 
Dialog next month. Merrill reckons 
they win debut at around 220p, but they 
look set to leap soon afterwards. Buy 
when you can. 


Costly sweetener 
from Care First 


Care First's decision yesterday to shell 
out £7ra buying back its own shares 
looks more about sweetening dis- 
heartened shareholders than sensible 
financial engineering. Not surpris- 
ingly Keith Bradshaw, chairman of the 
nursing home company, is desperate 
to please after his unwillingness to cede 
power drove out Chai Patel his new 
and well-regarded chief executive. 

The buy-back of 4 per cent of its 
shares at 102p did nudge Care First's 
value 1 p higher to 99p, but that hardly 
compensates for 75 per cent under- 
performance in the stock over five 
years. 

Though the tough nursing home 
sector is partly to blame, Mr Bradshaw 
and his fellow directors have made 
some appalling buanessr decisions 
which have destroyed shareholder 


value. Until jusi a year ago, the group’s 
policy was to build single-storey nurs- 
ing homes on huge sites. That massively 
pushed up land costs just when falling 
occupancy was depressing profits. 

And Care First's insistence on 
building basic rooms without en-suite 
toilets encouraged sniffy purchasers to 
shop elsewhere. So although turnover 
has more than quadrupled in five 
years, earnings per share and fees per 
bed have actually fallen, even after 
merging with the more profitable 
operators, Greenacre and Court 
Cavendish, Mr Patel’s company bought 
last year. 

All the buy-back does is raise gear- 
ing higher - to over 100 per cent on 
some estimates - and strain already thin 
interest cover. Th/e, Care First’s recent 
decision (better late than never) to stop 
building new homes will boost cash and 
profits short term. But for real growth, 
this company needs new management 
to take it into fresh, higher margin areas 
like home care and psychiatry. Just, in 
fact, what Mr Patel was starting to do. 

Until it resolves these problems. 
Care First's shares look dead in the 
water, particularly given the likeli- 
hood that the group's assets are over- 
valued. Though its assets are on the 
books at 140p a share, falling fees per 


Until yesterday, shareholder confi- 
dence in the management of United 
Assurance, the life company, looked 
distinctly shaky. It has taken a long time 
to deliver on a promise that share- 
holders, not policyholders, would ben- 
efit most from £37m of cost savings 
following United's merger with Refuge 
Assurance last October. Unwisely, 
United has also been trying to lake it- 
self outside its core business of door- 
lo-door premium collection into more 
upmarket direct selling. The vehicle set 
up for this. United Financial Planning 
has been consistently loss-making. 

United may now have partly ap- 
peased its critics. The group yesterday 
said that the Department of Trade had 
agreed to proposals to shift back office 
staff into a shareholder-owned com- 
pany, allowing shareholders to bene- 
fit hum cost-cutting The group has also 
bowed to market pressure and yester- 
day said it was selling its financial plan- 
ning arm to Friends Provident and 
refocusing on its core business. 

However the market was justified 
in marking United's shares down 22p 
to 49 Up. While most new business in 
the life sector has grown by at least 10 
per cent this year. United’s new busi- 
ness in the six months to June fell 
sharply - by 5 per cent. Group chief ex- 
ecutive George Mack puis this down 
to an absence of the feel-good factor 
among United’s low-income customers. 

This explanation does not wash. 
Other companies in the home service 
market, like Britannic, have seen new 
premiums rise sharply, filling a gap left 
by the Prudential, which has abandoned 
home service. 

With United's price at only a small 
premium to its embedded value of 455p 
per share, even a modest growth in an- 
ticipated sales would make the shares 
look cheap. But Mr Mack predicts poor 
sales for the next half as the group 
closes 160 of its 279 branches. Not for 
the impatient. 




A former director of Courtauids has just won 
the accolade of running the Best Pub in Britain. 
Graeme Jameson and his wife Anne have been 
licensees of the Wykebam Arms in Winchester 
for the last 13 years, and yesterday the 1998 Good 
Pub Guide named “the Wyk*' as the best 
boozer in the country. 

The pub has already won plaudits from 
Mich elm. Egon Ronay and the Good Hotel 
Guide. Mr Jameson said: “We started off 
knowing nothing at all about running a pub, and 
lo reach this pinnacle of recognition is beyond 
my wildest dreams." 

Whilst not in the Courtaulds league, the 
Wykeham is a larger business than you might 
think, with turnover of £1.4m including 70,000 
meals, 30,000 bottles of wine and a mighty 
200,000 pints of beer. 


The bigwigs of Lhe CBI are being booted out 
of their Centre Point bead office in central Lon- 
don next Monday. The landmark Sixties tower 
block is undergoing a complete refurbishment, 
which means director general Adair Turner and 
his cohorts will have to make do with just two 
floors instead of their usual seven. CbuncQ meet- 
ings and the like will have to be held elsewhere 
at a venue yet to be decided. The Barbican in 
the City is in pole position. J bear. 

The tailing up will be finished in April next 
year. Till then it represents just one more up- 
heaval to be handled by the CRTs president, Col- 
in Marshall Our Colin is also, lest we forget, 
deputy chairman of BT a company much in the 
news at the moment as well as chairman of Inch- 
cape and British Airways. 


While the fevered negotiations over the proposed 
merger between global accountancy finns 
Coopers & Lybrand and Price Waterhouse go 
on in smoke-filled rooms across the planet, one 
particular sticking point has turned up in the Uk- 
Tbe insolvency people at Price Waterhouse are 
still in the process of suing Coopers & Lybrand 
over the lauer’s role as Robert MaxwelfS 
auditors. 

PW were appointed administrators to 
Maxwell Communication Corporation (MCC) 
in December 199 1. Since then insolvency part- 
ners including Mark Homan and Jonathan 
Phillips have worked mightily to sort out the 
Anglo American group in the interests of cred- 
itors, and in the process have launched legal ac- 
tion against the auditors of MCC, Coopers. 

Lawyers working on behalf of the merger say 
they are working to find a way around this ob- 
stacle. They probably wifi. After afi, ail the Big 
Six accountancy firms have suffered from be- 
ing auditors of one big corporate casualty or an- 
other during the recent recession. Ian Brindle, 
senior partner of PW, still has the shadow of 
BCCI hanging over him. 

The corrupt bank, which operated in 62 coun- 
tries and was shut down six years ago by regu- 
lators after years of massive fraud, was audited 
by PW. BCCI's liquidators Deloitte & Touche 
duly sued PW. 

Still, Deloitte & Touche aren't merging with 
Coopers -yet 


NM Rothschild corporate financier Christian 
Scbosland, 31, is leaving to join the City PR firm 
Citigate's BioCommunications unit, run by 
Miranda Kavanagh. At Citigate Mr Scbosland, 
a specialist in floating biotech companies, will 
be shifting his attention to promoting deals rather 
than actually doing them. 

By joining the firm Mr Scbosland will be 
travelling in the opposite direction of Stephen 
Ewing, who recently left Citigate to join brokers 
Panmure Gordon, to become an analyst. 


Andrew Parry, a former pension fund manag- 
er with Barings and hazards, is joining Julius 
Baer Investments in London as their director 
of equities. He will be responsible for the firm’s 
specialist European and international equity 
products. 

Mr Pany will report to Jonathan Minter, 
Julius Baer's managing director in London. Mr 
Minter said yesterday: “Whilst we were disap- 
pointed that our first director of equities, Jon 
Skeath, decided after 10 years with us to switch 
from investment management to research, we 
are exceptionally pleased to have attracted the 
skills and experience of Andrew Pany.” 

Mr Minter continued: “We are seeking to 
continue to grow our specialist equity business 
which now has a commendable track record and 
Andrew will provide added momentum to our 
strategic plans. 
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Alexander 
grapples with 
faded glory 


Until recently Britain 
was one of judo’s 
leading nations, 
winning many of the 
sport’s top prizes. Now, 
however, international 
success is rare. 

On the eve of a World 

Championships that 
bode ill for the national 
squad, PhiBp Nkksan 
meets the woman 
charged with revitalising 
judo m this country. 


When the British judo squad 
enter the fray at next week’s 
World Championships in Paris, 
they know they will have their 
work cut out to match even die 
solitary medal they won at 
the last event in Japan two 
years ago. For most, it will be 
a bruising experience. 

But there is little doubt that 
the new chairman of the British 
JudoAssociation. Lesley- 
Anne Alexander, has an even 
greater fight on her hands. 
And the prize is not just a medal 
but the reputation - even the 
survival - of the sport itself. 

For British judo has never 
been at such a low ebb. In less 
than a decade - two 
Olympiads - the sport which 
produced the World Champi- 
onship glories of Neil Adams, 
Karen Briggs. Sharon Reodle, 
Diane Bell and Nicola Fair- 
brother is bumping along the 
bottom track in world terms. 

There is chaos in the coach- 
ing structure - a year after the 
Olympics there sdll is not a na- 
tional team manager, and play- 
ers young and established are 
increasingly resorting to train- 
ing abroad. 


Membership of the British 
Judo Association is down to an 
all-time low. In the mid-1980s, 
it was 40,000. Now, the official 
figures pul it at 22,000, though 
that indudes some recent cos- 
metic work: take away some 
5.000 new young members at- 
tracted by lowering the age 
group from eight to six, and the 
real fall is to under 17,000. 

Morale is low. The team re- 
turned from Atlanta without a 
single medal and there was a 
different kind of scandal after 
the Barcelona Olympics, with 
a shameful exercise in sports 
politics. 

Now-, what is left of British 
judo has turned to the housing 
director of the London bor- 
ough of Enfield to sort things 
out. It is, in away, an unlikely 
choice, not least because she is 
the first female chairman of any 
national organisation in the In- 
ternational Jndo Federation. 

Lesley- Anne Alexander is 
37. She became a black belt at 
16 and, for a short time, was 
on the British national team. 
But her demonstrative success 
has been at dub level: the 
WiUesden Judo Club, which 
she founded with her brother 
Leigh, has established itself 
as one of the strongest 
junior dubs in the country. 
This, to her, is one of the en- 
couraging signs for the sport. 
“People underestimate the 
value of judo at grass roots lev- 
el.’* Alexander says. 

She is as proud of the thriv- 
ing parents' beginners class as 
the fact that Sam Dunkley, the 
60-kilo fighter who started as 
a child at WiUesden, will be on 
the British team next week. 

However, Alexander will 
scarcely have time to watch 
him, for the task lacing her is 
daunting. Every area needs se- 



Lesley-Anne Alexander, the black belt now in control at the beleaguered British judo Association 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


rious attention, starting with 
the national squads. “They 
have been unprofessionally 
managed” admits Alexander, 
who is accustomed to dear 
management structures: she is 
currently overseeing an £80m 
housing development in her 
borough. 

The recent appointment of 
a Belgian. Jean-Marie Dedeck- 
er, to run the national squad 
has fallen fiat on its face with 
his withdrawal weeks before he 
was due to take up the post. 

And with just two years to 
go before Britain’s greatest 
judo showcase - the World 


Championships in Birming- 
ham in 1999 - time is short to 
develop a squad truly capable 
of taking medals. Colin Mclv- 
er, 1984 team manager, is cur- 
rently tipped to step once 
more into the breach, but 
whether he can salvage any- 
thing remains to be seen. 

This parlous state within the 
top competitive structure is the 
first thing that requires 
Alexander’s attention. In ad- 
dition to her plans for a new 
team manager and a group of 
specialised coaches, she also 
wants to set up a players’ 
oouncQ, so that the voice of the 


competitor is heard not just 
through complaints in the 
press; and to recognise the 
work of personal coaches. 

Yet international medal 
success is only one aspect of 
her forthcoming work. Finan- 
cial stability and increased 
membership are equally im- 
portant “Four to five years 
ago, we had nearly 1,000 dubs. 
Now we have 870, but I believe 
that the fall in membership has 
bottomed oat." 

Whereas the previous BJA 
ch airman, George Kerr, spent 
considerable time on Britain's 
international standing - which 


resulted in the successful 
World Championship bid - 
Alexander will concentrate 
more on judo in Britain. 

There is, however, some 
scepticism within British judo 
of her rise lo the chairmanship. 
At the AGM last week, it was 
pointed out that she has been 
a director of the BJA during 
much of the time that it has 
sunk to its lowest level But she 
won the clearest mandate, 
winning more votes than her 
two opponents put together. 
And she is not afraid to grasp 
the nettle. “The success of 
the 1999 World Champi- 


onships, and our performance 
in the Olympics in 2000 mil be 
the test of my chairmanship.” 
she says unequivocally. 

Her sights will be set there. 
But she would not mind a 
bronze or two next week to set 
her off, preferably from the 60- 
kilo men's category, so that she 
can hang it in the dub at Wilks- 
den. It would give the encour- 
agement she needs to set judo 
back on the road again to its for- 
mer position as one of Britain's 
most bemedalled sports. 

If she fails, it is in danger 
of becoming as peripheral as 
British wrestling. 
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GOLF: GERMAN MASTERS 


Referee upsets dawdling Ballesteros 


Beyond commitment. Beyond skill. Beyond teeth-jarring 


body-checks you pay for in cash. Beyond speed-blur, the puck 



a land mine at your feet, primed to explode. Beyond desire. 


Beyond belief 


“There is The Stanley Cup" 



Four days following the 
euphoria of captaining the win- 
ning Ryder Cup team, Seve 
Ballesteros launched a scalding 
attack on the referee, Tony 
Gray, after being warned for 
slow play at the German Mas- 
ters in Berlin yesterday. 

Ballesteros, who evidently 
believes there is a vendetta 
against him, was warned after 
taking 55 seconds over a five- 
foot putt on the 16th green. “I 
was very happy until the refer- 
ee arrived," he snapped later. 

“Ken Schofield [the Tour ex- 
ecutive director] must review 
some of the people who are 
here to referee. Tony Gray, 
maybe he is not qualified to be 
a referee. Perhaps he should do 
something else." 

As Gray is probably the 


most experienced referee on 
the PGA European Tbur it 
was an unwise statement, but 
Ballesteros added: “I have this 
five-foot putt and first a cam- 
eraman upsets me, then some- 
one moves so I back off. 

“Then the referee comes up 
to me on the next tee and warns 
me. Always something hap- 
pens lo cause me to lose my mo- 
mentum. The referee said I 
took extra time. It's plain stu- 
pidity. I'm fed up. Maybe I have 
to play somewhere else." 

Ballesteros is convinced he 
is not a slow player but Bern- 
hard Langer, who shares the 
first-day lead with David How- 
ell and Martin Gates with a four 
under par 68, was highly criti- 
cal of his Ryder Cup captain. 

Langer, considered one of 






) 


HOCKEY 


Brown’s return inspires the champions 




Slough, the defending Nation- 
al League champions, are al- 
ready setting a cracking pace at 
the top of the Premier Division 
in spite of starting the season 
with a number of injury prob- 
lems. 

The good news for Slough 
is that Karen Brown's return to 
the midfield for the second half 
against Sutton last Saturday 
.spurred them on to five second 
half goals in their 7-2 victory. 

There is also good news for 
the England coach, Maggie 
Souyave, in the return to fitness 
of Lucy Cope, who missed all 
of last season. The 22-year-oJd 
Great Britain and England de- 
fender is currently playing a 
very prominent role in Slough's 
midfield. 


Clifton Scottish Life, 
Slough's oppponents tomor- 
row, are also unbeaten al- 
though they had to share the 
spoils in their opening game 
against Sutton Coldfield. Last 
week they cast off their disap- 
pointment at the sudden de- 
parture of their latest recruit, 
the England international 
striker Kath Janies from Tro- 
jans - who decided that she 
would go and play for non-Na- 
tional League Bournemouth - 
with a 3-1 win at Olton, with 
Denise Marston-Smith scoring 
twice. 

The greatest danger to 
Slough’s record will come from 
the former international Hun- 
my Miller, whose scheming 
and probing is capable of un- 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 


Australia sign 
coach Khked 


to drug 


abused; 

• - . • - ; .-Vj }■ ' 


.. _• *: ; 

Ekkan Albeit, the former j 

h-sc .on.' . : 


the slower players on the Tbur, 
was playing behind Ballesteros. 
He said: “They were very slow. 
We had to wait on almost 
eveiy shot from the second hole 
onwards. Only on the last three 
holes we did not have to wait 
and perhaps that was because 
they had been warned." 

Under rules introduced two 
weeks ago players no longer 
have to be told they are being 
timed for slow play and tbe 
tournament director, David 
Probyn, defended Gray. 

“We had the dock on Seve's 
group from the 14th hole," he 
sakl “They were 30 minutes over 
schedule and one-and-a-half 
holes behind the group ahead of 
them. They were offending 
against the pace of play." 

- John Oakley 


German coach, has been, ap- ™ 
pointed as Anstralh’scxrachmg^ ; 
director' for. a fotrf r yeai;teai^^‘f • 
that covers the 2000 Sydney , 
Olympics- Arbeit, 56, was the ' 
head coach for throwing events . ^ 
for the East German athletics- W 
team from 1982 to 1988 andtfae 
chief track and field coach in 
1989 and 1990. . . 

Athletics Australia’s execu- ' ' 
five director, -Martin Soust, • 
said, in light of documented 7;. ' 
evidence of systematic doping ' 
in the former East Germany^ 7 
Arbeit’s record had been thor- 
oughly investigated. “He is not j 
known as a person who wa$ in- . . . 
voWed in drug-talting in atb-z~ 
letics,” Soust insisted. 

However, Dr Werner - - 
Franke, the German parlia- 
• mentary investigator into East . ’ 
German secret police files de- 
tailing drug abuse in sport, 
said Arbeit was “a major per- 
son responsible for the use of 
anabolic steroids.” 

“At the time he was coach- a 
there were plans of who should “ 
take how much drugs and how 
this should be co-ordinated. All 
that was his responsibility . 
Franke said this week. - . 

Albeit yesterday admitted 
knowledge of drug use in East 
Germany duringhfc eight years 
in senior posts, saying it went 
on “all over the world, and I wais 
working also with athletes in the 
United States, at the same - 
time - everybody was taking 
drugs. Everybody took the 
same or more drags than East - 
Germany.” .■ 

He said he would consider 
refusing the four-year contract ' 
if Australian reporters contin- J 

ued to press him.on tbe drug ' 
issue. “What was in die past I 
don’t know, what will be in the 
future is that we have a poshion, 
the Australian federation and 
me, that we wiD get results with- 
out drugs," he said. 

Berlin prosecutors are con- 
sidering charges against East 
German coaches accused of 
supplying performance-en- 
hancing drags to unsuspecting 
athletes, many of whom now 
suffer from liver, and kidney 
problems or other illnesses as 
adults. The focus is currently on 
swimming, but it will soon 
switch to athletics, Jr 

Franke thinks Arbeit will T* 
probably be mentioned in court 
proceedings because he was in 
such a high ranking-position in 
the old regime. Arbeit said he 
did not know if he would be 
named in the hearings. 

Franke said Albeit was in 
charge of Jurgen Schult, Ulf 
Tunmennann and Martina 
Hellmann - three throwers 
who won gold medals at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics and 
whose drug dosages were lat- 
er published in Germany. 

Australia has been a strong 
critic of drug use in sport, par- ' 
ticularW in swimming, but also 1 * 
recently in athletics. 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


settling the best of defences, 
along with the speedy Lucy Cul- 
liford. Ipswich, the only other 
Premier side with a 100 percent 
record, entertain Hightown. 

In Diviaon One, Canterbury 
are the only team on ma ximum 
points, with good wins over 
Loughborough Students and 
former Premier side Bracknell 
They will be strong favourites to 
beat Wimbledon tomorrow. 

Canterbury’s 6-1 thrashing 
of the students prompted tbe 
latter’s coach and lecturer, the 
former Great Britain captain 
Mary Nevill, to line-up at 
sweeper for last week's game to 
provide stability. It worked - 
with a 4-2 victory away to Sun- 
derland Bedans. 

- Bill ColwfH 


Football 

TA8lri9UMBCr 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

HuddarsMdvNottra Forest — - 
HAW LASER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
OF IRELAND Premier Dtwtalorc 


Droghftda Unfed v SVgo Ravora; 
ShdbauTO v Cork Oty, 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY 
LEAGUE Hurt DMston: M* v 
Bvgass HE (730J. 




Rugby Union 

{730 uriare stated) 

HSNEKEN CUP Pod B: Utetsr v 


EWOPEAN OONFB1ENCE RMf 4: 

Bristol v Agon. 


Speedway 
CHALLENGE: PM Btahoo-Lofcs 
Bast (Paris, Arena Essax) (qq) 


Other sports 

SNOOKER! Regal Masters 


TENNIS: LIA SatetttB (Nottingham). 


J# 




Draw date: 1/10/97. The winning numbers: 8, 12, 17 . 35, 38. 49. Bonus number: 25. 

Total Sales: £29.091.272. Prize Fund: £13.755.194 (45% ot ticket ?ales plus £654,580 Superdraw funding). 


nmm www.easports.com 

Sony PlayStation"' SEGA Saturn"’ Windows* 95 
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Match 6 t Jackpott ■ 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

Match 5 

Match 4 

Match 3 

TOTALS 

ecorwloi Group pic. Piorora musi Do 16 or mr. 


3 

19 

403 

23,700 

475,284 

499.409 


£1.686.667 

£70.216 

£2.069 

£77 

£10 


3,667 ' £6.000,001 

216 £1.334.104 

169 £833.807 ~ 

7 £1,824,900 ~ 

O £4,752.840 ~~ 

' ' £13,745,652 ~~ 

BraaMBC tprtos nmoaa OM U rtonmi £ 1 ): £9.542 


ir&NiB igm the national lottery' . ' . - 

lh »rc croni Of aijf tHacrypancr In Bie QPcwa. Uw data conunwl in Cant-ha carting computer Jftwm ahafl pnrra/1. 
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Hayil rewards blinkered approach 

David Money's Bul . __ He result of the Middle Hills said: "He's .. SB 


!»*5 


_ i - masterly 

touch «rf putting blinker 

on the easily distracted 
Hayil was rewarded 
with a third Group 
One success for the 
trainer in the Middle 
Park Stakes yesterday. 
Sue Montgomery reports 
frwn NewmaiHket 

• 


Hills said: “He's a different 
horse with cut in the ground, 
and needs a mile now." 


— j a uj.| treble on inuiuiaD. 

sSgS ;US«=« 

Middle Paik Stakes m the race s Sed chestnut, a sou of the 

122-year histoiy, but there is no Sle-distance champion St 

tonic like a Group One winner noting under . “This will make a 

of any calibre. It was the third His disappointed tramer Jovite.was. 

of Modey’s 24-year career - Luca Cumani said: “Last lime 


that Hamdan A1 Maktoum's the winning distance 
home-bred colt lacked a certain quarters of a length, 
amount of devotion to his work. It may not have b© 

and recommended the appli- - 

cation of a pair of blinkers. 

The headgear is normally as- 
sociated with horses whose tal- 
ent exceeds their enthusiasm, of Morleys 24-year career - Luca Liunam saio: “*■» 

inwwlkf^ninnj r. ... but Morley was at pains to after Fard, similarly galvanised we blamed the grounw 

protest that this was not the by Erst-tinte blinkers, in the wassofbsowe ettD blarac' 

Iqf after IntiLbab had trounced case with Hayfl "He is a tough same lace three veais agp and today. The only explanation I --- ameeled defection o£ 

the^attonut yestenlayaf- Uttle home aTd is 100 per cent Celeric in the Gold Cup in can offer is that the race way Desert King 

**?**» 31 genuine," he said, “and has nev- June -and provided the perfect after all. loo mot. H e had ^ Xulipa and the addition, at 

* ave be» er run a bad race. But he just springboard for the popular hard race^at Newbuiy just 1. cost of 

forgive ni or wondering what wouldn't concentrate. He was stayer Celeric to make tt four in days ago. j. £36 OOCL of the German-trained 

therewas to the trainer's art, like one of those schoolboys tomorrow’s Pm du Cadran at CarrowkeeL whose duii ng 

beyond nimmg up to strap on w hose report reads 'could do Longchamp. It would be an potion on mtaer S^day^sforPtmtreCelebre, 

a saddle and pick up the silver- better if he didn't look out of understatement to say their favours was *?L bid S to give Andrf Fabrc his 

ware. Said Motley, refusing to the window*." trainer, one of Newmarkets ter Jib fourth Are hi 10 years. The colt 

take any credit: Hessucha Havil looked neither right best-liked characters, has not en- walked 5^®* hardened to clear favourite - as 

sweet horse, easy to train, and nor left as he shot out of the joyed the best of health recent- morning, may get anotner io^ „ 5 _ 2 ^ Ladbrokes - 

hardly needs any work. 1 don't stalls and by half-way in the six- ly - he has undergone heart level opportunity ° ^ lasl yea r's winner, Helissio, 

ItKW whv hp's iTtT nrnu ^ IV. A .. »._„,.K^*^«_h.rthesaid: claim as a Guineas candidate in ** '. ■?**.. - dh_ 


sweet horse, easy to train, and nor left as he shot out of the joyed the best of health recent- morning, may get anorner top 

hardly needs any work. I don't stalls and by half-way in the six- ly - he has undergone heart level opportunity ° . 

know why he’s improved. Per- furlong contest was thundering surgery three times- but he said: claim as rriterium at 

haps he’s just got older and towards his goal with the en- Tm still here, and certainly feel the Grand Ln 

better" thusiasm of one looking forward better for moments like this." Longehamp later this month. 
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and leading British hope PU- 
sudski remained friendless. 


^ SttkeS 


Phoxograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 


1 HYPERION'S L1NGF1ELD 
* TV TIP S 


3aolS»,l^ Q W u ^l [NEWMARKET 

........U ueiniwnawnninlMl? QPMfcrBV 


.aWte2l05 
,.W Ryan 1 103 
KMonBJOB 


NEWMARKET 
2.05: Although MONS has been 
off the course since the spring, 
and has had a recurring problem 
with sore shins, the balance of his 
form is superior lo that of his 
three rivals. He ran well on his 
seasonal debut, so the lay-off 
should not be a problem, and his 
stable is in excellent form. Mem- 
orise is processing fast and 
may be more of a threat than The 
Fly", who did not last the rwrvfur- 
■ettg longer trip in the St Leger 
and colds Shava on that form. 

ziza 

238i Kayvce has a major chance 
jfier his Sac second at Ascot on 

RICHARD EDMONDSON | 
NAP: Kayvee 
(Newmarket 235) 

NB: Abreeze 
(Newmarket 3.05) 


HYPERION 
1 .55 Braganza 2 25 Demler Crotee 2^5 Jlla 
330 Chief Blade 4.00 Bold Tina 435 Spartan 
Heartbeat 5.10 Chril Uberty 

GOING: Firm 

STALLS: Straight - standb Nda; 1m 3f & m « - outada 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: H&i on straight course. 

• Lett-hand, sharp undulating ccurae 

• Course is SE of town on B202B. Ungflald sWion (served by 

London. Victoria) atjoirocotfBftADIilS81Q>tM6nibOT£Untfv 

ly Enclosure ESl CAR PARK: CU> £3; remainder tree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: 8 L Hoar* — 70 wmiers tram 52* run- 

ners gives a success ratio of 134%; M Johnson 50 frorn 297 
pE9%); Lord Huntingdon — 4fl from 3*1 (2Q3%1; R Hannon 
45 horn 364 (t&MiV _ . . . 

, uimum OK wina Imm 39B ndBS ghf 

i(i7.2%): 
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I HANUIUU* \uuwii _ 

8001 BAHAI«MliabOTMWDlild«97 1 .OPwteaV 

3450 IIOHAWK{K)Jft**>p0S t£253 

6564 FACBOFFtttlCWalBI SSfiSS 

050 NAAYtt pi) c jJJJJJJJi* 

000 ZAMARBAP5) DChappMBG “""VprSLt 

6406 COOUNRMBtpBJKBufteBB. ---“itESTiI 

ffitt MCKJinA»»IAaiCn«DRiWtfiOBV6a9..JWMw1B 

3000 UPTHEWAttrillJanBsryBl. 

4000 liaiOHAL (20) R Harmon 86 

000 QCEflHUHEOZajAJ^BB--..-.. 

0000 CDNEWSHtXflO (taj UCJenwiBS 

« □ ok ms RHamonB4 DB|BS_11 


2.05 Mons 

2.35 Al MuaUlm (nb) 

3.05 TRACKING (nap) 


HYPERION 
3.40 Blewbury Hill 
4.15 Almas! 

6.50 Dr Martens 


5 ” 


«00 CDHEWSHQUNDtlSJUCWlwnBa 

mo RX4G SHU (2S) R Hannon B 4 ABW”’ 

000 JATO DA NCSt ( 17) TO j » 

0086 WSSWJFFETT(mP»*^ ? 0 " - -:^rl!^" 

000 SAWJNVCTOIKtUS N M “ W 8 0--S anWB J 

Botao ffltBfTPta*(t 1 )MUs» 713 

M ^ Si^rSl>D»GUs«7tt NAtamSB 

®L^DIIWJOcSvS:JWaawr— 85 wrafcom 398ridas gtvra 7. lOi, 8-1 


12^5 


a success ratio or ziaw; h w*cnraw u. v-- -. 

Sanders 56 from 5T1 (Hit); J Quinn — 45 ton 600 (p5%l 

• FAVOURITES: 7S0 wins In 2193 races CM.2%). 

BLINK ERH) FIRST TIME: Cd N w wmmd (3301: Mamottal 

■clEBF BLOND MCINDOE MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £4,550 2YO 5f 

BflAGANZA(USA)DloderB0 

2 m R0NDU.WTEBV1BN (168) l4ChBmon90 SWB1 

3 60 SACCHEIT1 (MJIICtennonfiO TSSJJS 

4 222643 IMS IW (U) J Beny B 8 jSSTmi 

5 2 MtSSEDTWECUT0BHanncn89 ?D ^. 

6 NEWALAW Hagcps8 

-6dectand- 


4.00 


Saturday- paniculurh’ as he rel- 
isho a Viiaight course, bm AL 
Ml ALUM is just preferTcd. He 
was second in a highiy compet- 
itr.c Dotx.'aster handicap last 
■ins mi. as a three-year-old. has 
c:o:e scope for imprcwemenL 

3.115; File of these have the po- 
ieztial w be top-ebss^ with the un- 
bejtcn. once -raced Abrcexe 
n,- ^ssina the m^t l,f sdl * 

i . ifoweier. TRACKING, who beat 
kf Kumi into third in the Solano 
^Stakes at Sasdawn last time, 
■■ix’uld be suited by this faster 
around and can eon firm the 
•onta. In conira-4. Burtang may 
prefereaKcrc.^dirions- haung 
kui w work hard on firm last 
Umc - while leeband needs to 
show BtM impro'emenl to 
match rtrifcs with dus sdecr held. 

-J7 Q 

1 4S: BLEWBCRY HILL came 
- femt -t Newrory last tune 
resta 1 ®* »<-*!! handicapped. 


CABLE TECH HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
r.w»*| £4,025 added 3YO 7f 
20000 HAsrawreepijnHawp" 9 ^- — -"tSSTi* 

ISw BWUGHT DREAMS (2) 0 0gr9 B TWJM» 14 

SSSKSj^ 
x BsasMiss.'^^Hags 

0 00003 AYSfcfcHHL (11^ J CBd 8 fl — p,^t«r 15 

BaBTO ^V ll ?^ i ll * UMV1, ' , "‘*"* n i (17 ) ite a pgratBS g 

ISamszsszf;™ '!^ 2 SSil 

n 14 000030 WWZZ c DOStaaB 

GUINEA WGC^BCUMNG|rAKES « 

/n AfiS FI £3300 added ZYO 6f * 


1 ^ (3351 iSgswi^aSSS 11 160 

\ SSwian Al Nbfcicuii) W R Hwn 3 BT U4 «a« ran iP*i G S Stall LCunani97 * 

4 4--603 THEHyWW3JMCgfaaflBKfc3B7 

Mched hSe wadd 


BETTING: 46 Bregma, 5-1 WMidTheQ^B-IMtMBlKKM Nneda, 
12-1 Royal i ma wl o e, 16-1 SecchNB 


6 C l GUINEA PIG CLUB CLAIMING^' 

2.25 1 /CLASS F) £3300 added ZYO 6f 

r 465450 DenNracROKE(H4P4aJ'k^ 97 ^£?^ , 1 5 
5 o NO»£ PATRIOT C24) R HuinUieod 9 7 

3 060600 BLUE SHADOW (7) Htonm 9 3 cSS?HT 

4 06033 CtROJnEBtPBjJBanfM.^ C J J ^ 1 

5 ora LEGAL LARK (7) (D) P Hw*ig83 

7 b S SBSSRSgiL -^ 5352 * 

g OPB«NGI«5HrRShipw89 jT&Efu 

J 043 lSSS3SDBC»BI0M|«ii|»ilto «*«®®-— — Sart “ 3 
G B6S125 B8WIUDA TMANGlElgCT M 

14 6U0600 LAOTRALPt«A^JBhdg B rB4 — j^JJ} 

6 0505 PWUPCTGLaw/g ^- - 

BETTING: M 

OrenlMK, L«tara. IM R aans BuumBatSmaon™ 

EBF BILLY LEVTTA MAIDBj CTAKES 
_ ™ULSS D) E4550 added 2Y0ef 

5EE0 ANWMMSA)MQjf*9 0 GHW3 

BEST QUEST JGcsdBnBD— untaMJ 

DAHOUEY (USA) C aiBhBO 

zZZZZ a noPTHBiT «3) < 


0 irew 4 «p»cteGd- 

S*«” r 

1 CORPORATE MAGB PJ2J i |^7 3BCn 7 lta« MdOmVl 1 

43 DOUBLE W J JSJS J 

3066-2 8HWDIN HEARTBEAT «cwan^ 9. WJUOTW 
C0MV STEAM ON pRH) »S L J«* 6 9 7 ™3 S 

BABARAUOemr.SBQ — — — R^rt 4 

W3330 offStALMTSWJGBi^Mg ® Hnd 

Mffiffl RADWIMBTCTNC*tfw3BB-- 
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Ferguson frets 
over perennial 

problem 


Alex Ferguson yesterday 
received the plaudits of his 
peers for his team’s brilliant 
display against Juventus, but 
at yesterday’s first official 
gathering of football coaches 
Glenn Moore found the 
Manchester United manager 
with much on his mind. 


Win or lose he would have been 
there but there was a special plea- 
sure for Alex Ferguson in Laking the 
acclaim or his peers at the Football 
.Association’s first official gathering 
of coaches yesterday. 

One bv one they paid tribute to 
Manchester United's thrilling 3-2 win 
over Juventus on Wfednesdoy night 
- Glenn Hoddle. the England coach, 
Jimmy Armfield, the FA's special ad- 
visor. Gerhard Houlller, France's 
technical director and Howard 
Wilkinson, his English counterpart. 
Even the representative from Fifa, 
football's world governing body, 
had a word of praise. 

But there were also two shadows 
on the horizon. The more immedi- 
ate concerned Roy Keane’s cruciate 
ligament injury which will keep him 
out of the game until next season at 
the earliest. The other was the per- 
reniai problem of fixture congestion. 

Ferguson said there will be no im- 
mediate rush to replace Keane, since 
they cannot play a new signing in Eu- 
rope until after Christmas, and the 
completion of the Champions’ 
League stage, there is no point. The 
remaining players - who beat Juven- 
tus without Keane - look capable of 
maintaining United's domestic cam- 
paign well enough for the time being. 

Much, though, will rest on the 
continued fitness of Nicky Butt and 
Ronnv Johnson. After a difficult start 
the Norwegian did welt to largely 
contain the threat of Zinedine Zi- 
dane. “1 was very pleased with the 
tactical discipline the midfield 
showed." Ferguson said. "That is 
something we learned from last 
season. You can talk about Dort- 
mund's goal being deflected but it 
was a bad goal to give away because 
our midfield was strung out. You 
must have cover in central midfield 
all the lime and I was pleased we al- 
ways had two in there even when we 
were attacking." 

Now. however, Ferguson said he 
had to bring the team down then 
build them up to play ugainsL Crys- 
tal Palace tomorrow. And so it will 
continue. Saturday-Wednesday-Sat- 
urday throughout the season. 

“At present," Ferguson said, “we 


are scheduled to play Aston Villa on 
the Monday of the European semi-fi- 
nals seooad-leg week (April 13. East- 
er Monday). If either of us get there 
we obviously won’t play the game but 
h will be hard to rearrange iL So we 
are trying to bring the game forward 
but we simply cannot End a date. 

“We could play as we did last 
night, and Newcastle against 
Barcelona, but you can't do it all the 
time and it is one thing to play with 
that intensity in October but another 
entirely to do it in April.” 

The problem was puL into sharp 
relief when Houilier explained how, 
in France, dubs never play more than 
two games between European legs. 
Thus, while Aston Villa faced Liv- 
erpool last midweek, then Sheffield 
Wednesday on Saturday, their Uefa 
Cup opponents had one match 
which Lbey were able to bring for- 
ward to last Friday. In the event Vil- 
la won but it was mighty close; 
Arsenal and Leicester did noL 

“It is for the good of everyone," 
Houilier said. “The more clubs 
progress, the higher the Uefa rank- 
ing. the more clubs can enter the 
Uefa Cup and the more interest 
there is in going for those places.” 
Since the French brought in the 
change, their success in Europe has 
gone from winning 27 per cent of fix- 
tures to 50 per cent. 

The problem is clubs who see lit- 
tle further than self-inlercsL More 
Premiership dubs fear relegation 
then entertain serious hopes of Eu- 
ropean glory and, understandably, 
they will thus not countenance a re- 
duction in numbers. 

“I don’t think any English dub can 
again dominate the European Cup 
the way Liverpool did, there is too 
much competition from the Italians, 
the French, and others. But English 
clubs can win it. England has some 
of the best young players in Europe. 

Several of them play for United 
and England and, with an eye on 
England’s World Cup tie in Rome 
on 1 1 October, Hoddle said: “I’d like 
to congratulate Alex on a magnifi- 
cent performance and result. The 
first part of the England-Italy bat- 
tle is over with. This has set us up 
nicely for next week." 

Ferguson responded: "There is 
nothing to be afraid oL Glenn has 
built a good unit with good young 
players. England will need good de- 
fending. It will be a tough night phys- 
ically, tactically and ability-wise. 
Italian football is very aggressive, de- 
fenders defend as if they mean it but 
there has to be a belief in what Eng- 
land will fry and achieve in Rome. 

I think they will do it. I am one of 
the few who always have." 


Dortmund return to form 


The European champions. Borussia 
Dortmund, shook off a looming 
crisis with perfect timing by out- 
classing Sparta Prague 4-1 on 
Wednesday in a match reminiscent 
of last season's feats. 

With two goals from the Swiss 
striker Stephane Chapuisat and one 
apiece from Heiko Herrlich and Jorg 
Heinrich, the German side showed 
the kind of class which helped them 
upset mighty Juventus 3-1 in last 


May’s final. However, back home, 
Dortmund have slumped to a poor 
12th place in the lS-team Bundcsli- 
ga after a 3-2 home defeat by 1860 
Munich Iasi weekend. 

“I just can’t explain what hap- 
pened," said Borussia's new Italian 
coach. Nevio Scala. who was re- 
ported to be at risk of losing his job. 
“We bad played badly in our last four 
matches and, all of a sudden, we 
played brilliantly.? 



Ryan Giggs, scorer of Manchester United’s third goal, rises above the Juventus defender Alessandro Birindeili (top); Newcastle 
United’s Faustino Aspriila takes on the Dynamo Kiev defence before suffering a groin injury Photographs: Reuter 
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Aspriila 
out for 
a month 


By overturning a two-goal 
deficit in the cauldron of 
Dynamo Kiev's Ofympiski 
Stadium, Newcastle proved 
that they are a credible forc{£ 
in Europe at last. 

However, as Carl Uddle 
explains, parity was achieved 
at a high price: injuries to 
Aspriila and Lee leave the 
Magpies further depleted. 


Faustino Aspriila is feeing surgery on 
a groin injuiy which will rule him out 
of the Newcastle side for at least a 
month. The Colombian injured him- 
self as he lost his balance, after tak- 
ing a 25th-minute free-kick during 
the 2-2 draw against Dynamo Kiev 
on Wednesday. 

If Aspriila has snapped a groin 
muscle he will be out for at leasl a 
month, possibly more. Another blow 
for Newcastle - a ad England, loo - 
was the recurrence of Robert Lee's . 
thigh muscle strain, which could scat 
him struggle lo recover in time for 
the World Cup qualifier in Italy on 
11 October. 

Aspriila was seen yesterday by a 
groin specialist in London and it is 
likely that he will follow his team- 
mates Alan Shearer and Darren Pea- 
cock in undergoing surgery. 

Without the injured Shearer and 
Aspriila it seems likely the Newcas- 
tle manager, Kenny Dalglish, will 
have to look for a new striker, al- 
though Ian Rush is capable of fill- 
ing the attacking role in the short 
term. 

Newcastle recovered from a two- 
goal deficit to cam a draw, and al- 
though John Beresford scored the « 
first goal and saw his shot deflect- >• 
ed in for the second, Dalglish also 
praised the goalkeeper Shay Given 
for keeping the Magpies in the 
gome. 

Dalglish said: “I know how good 
he is; he has never had to prove him- 
self to me. His second half show was 
excellent: he kept us in it during one 
of the rare periods of Kiev pressure 
in the second half. 

*i would like to think we will do 
better defensively in future games 
but. for most of the second half, it 
was us who were in control even 
though they were still dangerous." 

Beresford feds the Magpies can 
only gel belter. “We are gaining con- .. 
fidence all the lime. You've just go-, •‘I 
to look at what Croatia Zagreb 
[who were beaten by Newcastle in 
the qualifying round at the start of 
the season] did on Tuesday night, 
they beat Grasshoppers 5-0 away 
from home. I don’t really think 
wove got the credit we deserved in 
getting through by beating them. It 
was a great stepping stone and set 
us up for the League stage." 

He added: “When you are away 
at a team as good as Kiev and you 
can come back from two-goals down 
at half-time and get a result we've 
got to be more than happy. 

“We are not going to gel carried 
away with the result in Kiev - 1 thinl £ 
it is going lo be tough at St James ' 
Park - but if we keep going the way 
we are we shouldn't have loo many 
problems. I think the point in Kiev 
could prove crucial and I believe it 
is going lo be tough for the other two 
sides in our group to be able to go 
there and get a result." 


Coaching revolution the name of the game 


The coaching 
aristocracy, including 
Glenn Hoddle and Alex 
Ferguson, were wheeled 
out yesterday in 
Birmingham to launch 
an initiative aimed at 
improving the game in 
this country. Guy Hodgson 
reports. 


If nothing else the Football .As- 
sociation is learning the an of 
presentation. Ten years ago 
the launch of a coach's associ- 
ation would have meriLed a 
small note in a newsletter if it 
was trumpeted at all. 

Yesterday, at Birmingham's 
International Conference Cen- 
tre. it got the full raoniy. 

A screen at least 2Uft high 
and quadraphonic sound 
boomed out the message; foot- 
ball teaching in England is go- 
ing to be revolutionised. But 
what impressed was the speak- 
ers the FA had got to mouth the 
words. Not jusi anyone but Alex 
Ferguson. Glenn Hoddle. 


Howard Wilkinson and France's 
Gerard Houilier. The most 
blueblooded of the coaching 
aristocracy had been wheeled 
ouL 

The evidence suggested 
they needed to be. Wilkinson, 
the FA's technical director and 
author of “Charter For Qual- 
ity” in which the newly creat- 
ed Football Association's 
Coaches Association is an In- 
tegral part, showed the findings 
of a report by Lancaster Gale’s 
International Committee in 
big Odeon-sized letters. Stan- 
dards must improve, the gist 
said. 

These were not the outcome 
of Wilkinson's investigations, 
however, but of Walter Win- 
terbottom in the aftermath of 
England’s first major football 
fiasco, losing to the United 
States in the 1950 World Cup. 
The fact that yesterday's inau- 
gural meeting of the FACA was 
held at all showed how much 
notice had been taken. 

Hoddle, the England coach 
and one of the finest natural 
talents this country has pro- 
duced in the last 30 years. 


plucked a personal example of 
what had gone wrong in the 
past. “I remember when I was 
young" he told a audience of 
1.500. “I did something and 
was told ‘you don’t do that 
son'. It was about playing off 
the front fool, using the out- 
side of the foot. It's something 
that stayed with me and some- 
thing 1 took into coaching. If 
a lad can play with the outside 
of his fool he should be en- 
couraged. 

“Wc have underestimated 
our achievements at dub and 
international level for the last 
30 years. I say that because of 
the structure wc hove had to 
work under. We need lo be with 
boys of a younger age. We 
need to change." 

In Hoddle’s perfect world 
young boys would play on 
smaller pitches in games of less 
than 1 1 -a-sidc in an atmosphere 
that places more emphasis on 
learning than winning. 

“We need to lake the com- 
petitive edge from young play- 
ers, coaches, and parents." he 
said, “it's not win at all costs at 
that age. 


"The important thing is lo 
get quality lime with those 
players. Time to practice and 
time to develop techniques. 

"Competitiveness is there 
anyway, lfs naturaL You can see 
that when kids play conkers in 
the schoolyard." 

Time, it was a recurring 
theme in Birmingham. Houlii- 
er, the former coach of Paris St- 
Germain and the French 
national side and now Wilkin- 
son's equivalent over the chan- 
nel. spelled out how a coaching 
revolution had turned his coun- 
try from an international joke 
into one of the powerhouses of 
Europe. 

France’s football structure 
was reorganised in the 70s 
and 80s to produce players like 
Eric Cantona, Didier, De- 
schamps and Zinedine Zi- 
dane. 

In turn. French clubs have 
turned a hopeless record ut 
four European finals and no 
cups between 1955 and 1989 
into two Lilies and five final- 
ists in the last seven seasons. 
This despite currently export- 
ing 17 top players to leading 


foreign dubs. A figure that far 
outweighs England's negligi- 
ble sum. 

Houilier also revealed how 
each club's youth schemes had 
been graded with the better 
ones being reworded by having 
extra rights when it came lo 
signing and retaining young 
players. 

He said: "The ones which 
are not so good arc only al- 
lowed to sign players for one 
year. This is because wc want 
our best young players learning 
at the best centres with the best 
teachers.” 

Wilkinson said: "To change 
the saying of the Jesuits." he 
said “Give me a hoy when he's 
seven and I will give you a play- 
er. If we do that properly we 
won't go far wrong. 

“There are people, friends 
overseas, who druid our po- 
tential if we achieve what has 
been set out in the charter... In 
1950 Walter Winter bottom's 
recommendations never came to 
fruition. Fifty years from now I 
think will regard ]y97-9S as a 
pivotal moment in English ft** n- 
balL" 


Fences for 
World Cup 
criticised 


The Football Supporters' As- 
sociation yesterday said that the 
French government's decision 
to keep security fences at 
World C'up venues was “very 
disappointing". 

The FSA's Premier League 
representative. Sam Johnstone, 
said: “Fencing was responsible 
for the tragedy at Hillsbor- 
ough in 1989. Fenring was put 
around grounds in the 1 970s 
and it has led to disasters from 
Sheffield lo Guatemala. 

"It looks as though the 
French Government arc ignor- 
ing the wishes of FI fa [the gov- 
erning body of world foothill 1 1... 
Fifa are only allowing all-sealer 
stadia to stage major interna- 
tional tournaments - but 'no 
fencing' should also lx: lop of 
their list. We've had full backing 
from Fife and a lot of people will 
be campaigning against this." 

Alain Chcneau. head nFsc- 
curity at Lens Football Stadi- 
um. said: “Anyone that I know 
who is responsible for security 
is against having fencing." 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK 


Wealdstone seek higher things 


The first qualifying round of 
the FA Curlsbcrg Vase does 
not normally produce the 
tournament's two Wembley 
final is is. but there is a chance 
iL may do so this year. 

No fewer that 316 teams 
will be on the Wembley trail 
in the Vase this weekend. 
Many of them are little more 
than village sides but among 
the likes of Blidworth Min- 
ers' Welfare, West Allot- 
ment Celtic and Kintbuiy 
Rangers are two clubs who 
aspire to higher things. 

Wealdstone were once 
the best non-League dub in 
the land. They won the dou- 
ble of what is now the GM 
Vauxhall Conference and 
the FA Trophy in 1985 but in 
recent years their fortunes 
have slumped. They are now 
in the Second Division of the 
Isthmian League and thus 
have to compete in the Vase, 
in which they travel to Hare- 

field tomorrow, rather than 

the Trophy. 

Braintree Town, like 


Wealdstone, chose to switch 
across the non-League pyra- 
mid from the Southern to the 
Isthmian League in order to 
reduce travelling costs. They 
won promotion from the 
Third Division at ihe first at- 
tempt last term and are now 
well-placed in the Second. - 
With a strong squad con- 
taining several former Colch- 
ester United professionals, 
Braintree have plenty of ex- . 
pcrience and are widely 
tipped to go all the way in the 
Vase. They entertain S waff- 
ham Town tomorrow. ' ' 
The other favourites for 
the Vase do not enter the 
tournament until the sec- 
ond round proper. Among 
them arc several sides with 
Wembley experience, in- 
cluding Tiverton Town, who 
thrashed Wimbome 11-1 in 
the FA Cup last weekend. 
The Devon side's record in 
the Scrcwfix Direct League 
reads played seven, won sev- 
en. scored 31 . conceded one. 

- Rupert Metcalf 
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Lang living for the 
moment as Sharks 
prepare to strike 


A dizzy schedule sees 
the Cronulla coach, John 
land in Britain for 
a match against the 
London Broncos just 
after the Australian 
, Super League side he 
also guides lost to arch 

rivals New Zealand. 

1 That result will not 
help the preparations of 
Lang, a man under 
pressure. 


It is small wonder than John 
Lang is looking just a little 
frayed around the edges. Even 
he admits that six days towards 
the end of last month were not 
the best of his rugby career. 

"Within the space of a week, 
j Lang’s Cronulla Sharks lost 
' 9 the Super League Grand Final, 
not unexpectedly and not with- 
out honour, and his Australian 
Tes! team was beaten, much 
more iraumatically, hy New 
Zealand. 

No sooner had that sunk in, 
than he was changing hats once 
more, bringing his club side to 
Britain for the World Club 
Championship quarter-final 
against the London Broncos, a 
match that carries with it the 
threat of an unwanted hat-trick. 

Lung copes with this 
schizoid life by keeping it in 
strict compartments. "I never 
think about one match until the 
J} previous one is over." he says. 
" “l can't say 1 was vety impressed 
with the idea of bringing 
Cronulla straight over to Eng- 
land when I woke up at 5.30 the 
morning after the Test in Auck- 
land. Bui now that's all over and 
you just start again." 

A marvellous year has start- 
\ ed to turn sour for Lang. 
CamuHa's form in 1996 won 
him the right lo coach the Aus- 
tralian Super League repre- 
sentative side and the Sharks 
performed even better this sea- 
son - at least until an hour into 
the Grand Final. 

"’ll was a bit like watching 
.^London in their game against 
* ®ihe Brisbane Broncos. We held 
them up to a certain point and 
then just fell away. But we 
made it to the Grand Final and 
we ha\ e lo regard that as a good 
season." 


Putting an Australian in- 
ternational team on to the field 
** < * a * s after that match was al- 
ways asking for trouble. More 
than half the Test squad had 
Played in the Grand Final and 
seemed flat and uninspired as 
the 

Kiwis beat their great rivals 
30-12, their first vicioiy ewer the 
Australians for six years. 

"It certainly didn't help Ole 
preparation," Lang says. “Bui 
the result really wasn’t all that 
stirprising when you look, at tc- 
cent history. Great Britain 
have been capable of beating 
us in Test matches for the last 
few series. Australian domi- 
nation has been tenuous for 
quite some time " 

So rapid was the turn- 
around to get Cronulla on the 
plane to London that Lang had 
no opportunity to gauge the re- 
action in Australia to that de- 
feat, which might he just as 
well. 

Lang will bring Australia to 


BY DAVE 
HADFIELD 


Britain for their three-Test 
series in November but. for now. 
it is the club hat that is firmly 
back on his head. His reputa- 
tion as the safe pair of hands 
among Super League coaches 
has taken a battering and this 
is his chance to restore it. 

Lang was an Australian Test 
hooker, but he has came up 
through the coaching ranks 
the long way. via the club com- 
petition in his native Brisbane 
before taking on the perenni- 
ally under-achievingCronulla- 
Sutherland. 

Under his guidance, they 
have become more respected 
than at any time in the Sydney 
club’s history. If they go home 
beaten next week, however, 
the season will be remembered 
for its unfulfilled promise. 

"That’s the good thing about 
football" be says. “If you have 
one disappointment, there’s 
soon another match to concen- 
trate on and all you can do is to 
prepare the best you can.” 

Lang's preparations for 
Sunday have been disrupted by 


the absence of two key players, 
the Test scrum-half, Paul 
Green, who cracked his ster- 
num against New Zealan d, and 
Tawera Nikau, who has stayed 
at borne for personal reasons. 

He moves Mitch Healey to 
scrum-half, a position in which 
he is equally comfortable, with 
Adam Dykes coming in at 
stand-off, but the lack of 
Nikau's wide-ranging attacking 
skills will be fell. 

“On the other hand, we 
were without Natban Long the 
Iasi lime we played in England 
and. now that he is back, he will 
make a mark. Missing players 
create opportunities for others." 

Lang also has Andrew 
Ettings hausen fit again after 
missing the Kiwi Test, which 
gives the Sharks a reassuring- 
ly familiar look m the three- 
quarter line. 

London, by contrast, have 
lost Shaun Edwards, initially lo 
injury and now by his transfer 
to Bradford. 

“That is hound to take 
something out of their attack, 
but 1 remember that Bobbie 
Goulding was missing when 
we played St Helens and the 
young bloke who replaced him 
[Sean Long] was just about their 
best on the night, so 1 won’t be 
making any assumptions." 

Nor, although it is only 
three weeks until he swaps 
roles yet again and comes back 
to Britain with an Australian 
squad in tow, will he be mak- 
ing many plans for that trip. 

“1 might look for a few 
training facilities, but that's 
about all" be says, insisting that 
the experience of his one-time 
understudy at Cronulla, Stuart 
Raper, shows the dangers of 
thinkin g too far ahead. 

Raper’s Castleford met a 
Bradford team in the Prcmier- 
sbipjhat was already arguing 
the toss over whether they 
would have Robbie Paul avail- 
able for the final. While they 
were worrying about that, Ctis 
knocked them out and ren- 
dered the argument academic. 

So that is the philosophy of 
Lang’s split rugby existence: 
don’t look forward, don’t look 
hade. 

. “I'm a slow learner,” he 
says, with a distinct air of if- 
this-is-Wednesday-il-must-be- 
London. “But I’ve learnt that 
much.” 



mifiBY UNlO 



Referees a law 
unto themselves 


The true extent of the 
confusion over rugby’s 
ludicrously complicated 
\ rulebook became 

; apparent yesterday with 

5 the admission that 
England not only intend 
to study video tapes of 
their forthcoming 
opponents from the 
southern hemisphere, 

but footage of the 

appointed referees as 
well. Chris Hcwea reports 
on the paranoia plaguing 
the game. 


sal approach, but there is a dif- 
ferent culture down south and 
this is something we need to dis- 
cuss.’’ he said In the meantime, 
England will do their level best 
to prepare themselves for the 
unknown by analysing video 
footage of each referee. 

The English players are not 
even sure whether they will be 
permitted to place boots on op- 
posing bodies in an effort to 
clear space for efficient ruck- 
ing. “I think we would prefer 
people not to stand on others." 
Bunting said. Did that mean 
such practices were illegal in his 
view at least? “Referees should 
not shy away from giving penal- 
ties,” be replied cryptically. 


Keiron Cunningham, of St Helens, is tackled by Stephen Kearney, of Auckland, during their 
World Club Championship match at Knows! ey Road earlier this season Photograph; Allsport 


WORLD CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP QIJA RTF R- FINALS 


Auckland v Bradford 

(Kick-off 9am today, Ericsson Stadium) 

No team has more to prove in the quarter- 
finals than Bradford, thrashed on their last vis- 
it to Auckland and also beaten m their last 
three domestic games. It is not the form of 
champions and the signing this week of Shaun 
Edwards has also cost them the services of 
the disillusioned Glen Tomfinson. On the pos- 
itive side, the Bulls wiU have learnt a lot from 
their faiures in this competition and they might 
also be meeting the Warriors at a good time. 
They have not played as a team for six weeks, 
but a number of them win have been cele- 
brating after last weekends Test win over Aus- 
tralia 


Brisbane v St Helens 

(10.30am tomorrow, ANZ Stadium). 

Saints have the toughest task in world rug- 
by league and it wiR be a major shock if they 
extend the Australian champions. Still with- 
out the suspended Bobbie Gouldkift they have 
suffered another heavy blow with the loss of 
Keiron Cunningham. The versatile Paul Arv 
derson «s in at hooker, but Danny Arnold and 
Apoio PereSni are both expected to be til Bris- 
bane have an embarrassment of talent, but 
perhaps the biggest threat to Saints comes 
from their dashing full-back, Darren Lockyer, 
one of the few Austrafians to enhance his rep- 
utation against New Zealand. 


Wigan v Hunter Mariners 

( 7.30pm tonight. Central Park) 

Wigan were hot favourites to progress to the 
semi-finals before the loss of two key play- 
ers - Gary Connolly and Tony Smith - with 
injuries this week. Their replacements - 
Darryl Canfes and Craig Murdock - are good 
young players, but there is now a big gap in 
the side that played so impressively at Old 
Trafford on Sunday. Hunter have shown their 
strength by leaving Noel Gddthorpe at 
home, but they have two ex-Wigan players 
In the Iro brothers The elder of them, Tony, 
wffl start on the bench but wifl be an impor- 
tant tactical substitute. 


London v Cronulla 

(3pm, Sunday, The Stoop) 

London are asking an awful lot of a 20-year- 
old debutant at scrum-half, and It is to be 
hoped that Giles Thomas is up to it ft is a 
good sign that his most experienced team- 
mates have great confidence in him. Tuisen 
ToNett is at stand-off in what could be his last 
game for the Broncos, with Butch Fatnow- 
na at centre: Even without Paid Green and 
Tawera Nikau, Cronulla are packed with flair 
and pace. Provided they have recovered from 
a hectic couple of weeks, they deserve to start 
as favourites - but London showed against 
Canberra that they can beat any side that tails 
to fire 


Rugby is all about the 30 play- 
ers patting their hearts, souls 
and bodies on the line oui 
there on the pitch, right? 
Wrong. It is increasingly about 
a 3 1st performer, the man in the 
middle armed with a tin whis- 
tle and a set of laws complex 
: enough to leave the Lord Chief 
j Justice nursing a migraine. 

Nick Bunting, England’s 
refereeing development officer, 
yesterday tacitly admitted that 
the present rules governing 
the areas of greatest physical 
impact - the tackle and the ruck 
- were so open to interpreta- 
tion that top-class sides could 
find themselves playing two 
entirely different games in as 
many weeks, depending on the 
whims and fancies of the match 
officials. In so doing, be legit- 
imised fears expressed by a 
number of senior England play- 
ers that they risk being 
penalised out of this autumn's 
games against New Zealand, 
South Africa and Australia. 

Three of those Tfcsts will be 
controlled by southern hemi- 
sphere officials who, as Bunting 
pointed out, interpret the ruck 
and tackle laws differently to 
their colleagues from the north- 
ern hemisphere. “It shouldn't 
be about interpretation and 
we would like to see a univer- 


Sink or swim for the condemned Hunter Mariners 


TENNIS 


The Hunter Mariners bring a 
whole new dimension to the 
coo "ep! of sudden-death rugby 
at \l ion tonight. Regardless of 
what happens in the World 
tftpub Championship, the 
^Mariners arc doomed after one 
season by circumstances be- 
yond their control. When they 
return home, they will be pro- 
nounced extinct - sacrificed, like 
the Penh Reds tills week, to the 
need for a unified, 20-tcam 


competition for next season. 

An already hopeless position, 
was underlined by their neigh- 
bours, the Newcastle Knights, 
winning the Australian Rugby 
League’s Grand Final last 
weekend. There is only room 
for one club in the city under 
any compromise between the 
ARL and Super League, so 
Hunter are preparing for a 
match knowing that, if they lose, 
it will he their last. 


“ft makes it pretty difficult, 
but we are just trying to con- 
centrate on the football” said 
their coach. Graham Murray, at 
Wigan yesterday. “If they 
weren't such a dose-knit bunch 
of blokes it could have become 
a bit frayed. As it is, we make a 
lot of jokes about the situation.” 

Despite the death sentence 
hanging over them, the Wigan 
coach. Eric Hughes, regards the 
Mariners as especially danger- 


ous. “If you are saying to a gang 
of playeis who have gelled to- 
gether that it could be their last 
match, it's got to be a big mo- 
tivating factor.” he said. 

Uncertainty over the future 
is eased to some extent by the 
fact that Murray and his play- 
ers all have Super League con- 
tracts which will see them 
playing somewhere next year. 

“One thing about the or- 
ganisation is that they do look 


after you." Murray said. “We 
would prefer to slick together 
as a team, but it looks as though 
that won’t be possible." 

A compromise in Australia 
- much more on the ARLs 
terms than once seemed pos- 
sible - has also moved nearer 
with a court ruling which has 
largely upheld the ARLs loyalty 
contracts with players. 

In Europe, tore a realignment 
of dubs is on the agenda. Clubs 


this week dscussed the possibility 
of Paris being transferred lock, 
stock and barrel to another city, 
with Edinburgh emerging as 
the likeliest location. 

Oldham’s players say that 
they are going to demand to be 
released from their contracts 
and treated as free agents if the 
relegated and broke club does 
not pay them the wages they are 
owed. 

— Dove Hadfieki 


Tim Henman took advantage of 
poor serving from his opponent 
Karol Kucera to move into the 
quarter-finals of the ATP tour- 
nament in Basle, Switzerland, 
yesterday. 

Henman won, 64, 6-1 , in 66 
minutes against the Slovak, 
who had knocked out the third 
seed, Goran Ivanisevic of Croa- 
tia. in the first round. 

The British No 2 will now 
meet either Magnus Norman or 
j the fifth seed! Jonas Bjork- 
; man. Greg Rusedski's victim in 
the US Open semi-finals, 

Henman won the first set in 
39 minutes and then broke for 
a 2- 1 lead in the second set on 
his fourth break point. 

Kucera had a breakpoint in 
the next game but a Henman 
service winner cleared the dan- 
ger and he went 3-1 ahead. 

Kucera 's serving problems 
returned as Henman broke 
him again, to love, to lead 4-1. 
A double fault on the first of 
two match points at 15-40 gave 
the 23-vear-oId the match. 


who wondered if the speed gun 
had been recalibrated. 

Later, when they spoke with 
David Felgate, Henman's 
coach. Mercer and McMillan 
said they could not believe the 
serve had registered that much 
faster than Rusedski's record. 
“David said be couldn't believe 
it, either.” Mercer said, “but if 
it hadn’t been a let it would 
hove counted." 
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Rugby Union 

The Welsh Referees' Union has been 
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Wasor\BLam.WWfestner(SAJ,MJonzoti 
!); 77 M Matthefe (Gar). H Bfomsladt 
P MtctiM. n Ksrtsson (Seal M A 
! (Spl A Fashrand (SwetGEwns. 
\ J Rharo (Spy H Quit C Suwon 
fCEapfrar;78PHect- 
bfcfh (Swej. U Roe. M. Ojbov (Fral J 
HRwtara [S& P Eatos M R Etc- 

Palana; 79 f Boca (Srt. 0 HosprtBltSp). M 
Timctft L IWstwood; W f Pjmran J Wn 
de tube P Phsz (Gerl C ArenziGerl 

U Edd*nfi (Gtf); 82 VI Farry fFrai JFtob- 
SOlt M Hareood (Aus); 83 L Jahn ©«): M 
K CJwtend (fieri 

AMERICAN EXPRESS TDUR ITALIAN 
OPEN (I Pfcdolo, Sfcfly) Leading Ikst- 
roond scars* (GB or W unless oiatofr 69 
H Hopkins (Au^ A fiottmo pwet T Gak. 

. 70 P Gonzalsz (Cofl; 71 S Hrad.tW.fle 
Focraf 
, QStew- 
r tNxauc 

L Fwrdarii. L Tafflotto (Boo. 'M 

innMa&7wKftw8(Ats5ivw 

RydBtfwmtBat^Ca^WSMardhu. 
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Sailing 

Ths ieadng tiio ti the WHtoeed Race 
ofKrutFroaad, Grant Dalton end Psui 
Ctiyard are no longer fooidng mar their 


shouktefs as the chasing sevan fig« 
r.ihe 


w«h the waalher and aach olhar. 1 

big battle is tor sawnm place between 
Gurtar Krantz, on 9>MecfiGh Match, 
and Ross Fields Americas Chal- 
lenge 

WHITBREAD ROUND-THE WORLD 
RACE (First Leg, 7,350 rmtes, 
SouihsmptontoCapeTbwTtt La 
aitlons; T Imovadon Ksnmer 

rieoact A 88 BS mksl 0 llrWu 2 MRlt( 
Manan) Q DaBon A3S34; a & Languag) 
(Swej P Csyard 4043A; 4 Chanto Rac- 


Squash 

Nottingham^ 26-ysar-old Peter Mar- 
shal has retornea from two years as 
an marked player to No 2 in the new 
national rankings. Simon Rate, the 2S- 
yew-old Ytorkshire pteyer, heads file 
meris 6st and Norfoki Cass* 
man reruns from tong problems wtm 
ankle ir^ries to head the womenfe. 
NATUNWL RANKINGS: UWK IS Parte 
«; * P Msratef (NoTtSj; 3 D Hard* 
' C INUter (Essnl; 5 P Johnson 

M(Keri;3SH3tnar(VbrWaB? ,<lQ iy- 
i fsii 3 e»i; 5 J Uartir (NaihiftetB)- 


M Guatalsaon (Seel bt D mi ICz Reg) M 

6 - 4 ; B Bbxk ( 2 m) W J Gtosntiett* (LB) 3-6 

7- 5 w; A OBden (US) tit RFurtan (Iri 7-6 
Gr4: K Carlsen (Dot) U U Tastmm (S«e) 
e-2 SO Hntf round (played TUtaday told 

Ckxrar (US) trt A Radufes* 


6-4: M OrimaKa 


tAlWexOiS) W36&3; 


a'toHwd?SA)tt' J Stortt'jud 6-1 5-7 63; 
_ SflfiblJ 




U be MUUMMH (w/ * Itu-eie-r 

U K Kucera {Skwakt 6^ 6-i; Y K aJetotov 
(Ro) bt I Nerijerger (Surfl) 6-3 4-6 6-3; T &v 
brJ’teango (US) 7-5 7* M Nor- 
man ISwe) bt J Blorwnen (see) 61 6-4 
CTHBANK USTA WOMENS CHALLENGER 
TDUWAUEN7 (Sant* Ctocs, CN» SJngto*. 
Ural round: S Cade (US) tit N VakJyanaUran 
rmoq 6-4 61; M Grzydowsta (Pot) W A Co 
&&buh (Fi) 7-6 3-6 6-4: T Snyder (UG) bt P 
Suare? (Aid) &062; CCrmee IRorn) bt M 
Dtsz-Olvs wo) 64 61; A Kramer (Lu») tit 
N VSn Lotlum (Fi) 7-6 7-6, L GtirartWtobW 
(Frt btS Social (GB1 63 4-6 61 : KNaggt- 
ai<a (Japan; biL Lee IUS) 6i 63. J 
(Can) bt N Pralt (Ais) 62 62; E 


74 


jbtDWheaunl 

7-5 6-3: J Gttimelstob (ifi) bt M Tetiun 

(Aral AS W 64; B BMcranlUM ^Dwim 


bt M Iron (US) 62 64 : K BrandKUSj 
(US) 66; B McCWBan |Aia) 


te (US) G CoirwMoaa; 5 S#c Cut 
LSnrtth 50325: 6 TosHbaJUS) C 


son KS3; 7 Amutoab ChaSenge (US) R 
FWd SfiOT, B Swtfhh Match (Swe) G 
Xiantc 51639: 9 Brunei Sumgy (Naft) H 
BauectoaeS^SAr, 10 EF Bkafen (Swq 
CGt*u5,«tt 


Tennis 

The Lawn 'fenrto AsetxteSon ham an- 
nounced a Ct5 QfiQO deal with 
G&ubank to sponsor Ihe British Tour 
wlidi starts at Melton Mowfray ** 
LekjeetersHre next week and finish- 
es at Nottingham In December next 
year. 


r(Aw)36647*RFirtn(igbtNl 
iGer) 64 62: M TBstrom (Swe) bt Xia Jfa 
ptvj tOi) 74 64; K Cwtoi (Dan) bt M 
Woodtade (Aus) 647«6 
ATP TOURNAMENT (PaJerrao) SMu, 
sactfltf I««t o Htfxy Oeaq ttH amy 
(Arrt KAIwti (MoriMDPBSCBr- 

iu^onrt 64 63: A BereHbgi l^) WC 
Costa (Spa) 64 4-663; A ftirtaaCSp) tit F 
MsssoriWeiea 


«sl — ... 

W L Ostodoh [US) 64 74 
NOTTINGHAM LTA SATELLITE: Wmbw’S 
■ ■ rtHhrateKKarMrffSortttL 
l 6-1 63; A WalrrsilgW (GB) ta 
J) 63 64. TMusgrara tAus! M 
) 63 66 7-fi N EgWM Ifts) « 
Sen 61 61 Men's stogies, sso- 

67636-t: NHtel (C») afi^near 

_ J M64; APOM IG« taJ^t j®) J5 

7-6; A Parmar (GB) hi P BoSnam (^62 

62; LMUgan (GB) tt J Uy»» (OS/ 64 fra 


Gymnastics 

The 1997 African gymnastics Cham- 
donstma, schadiJad fcr Algiers rwtt 
month, have been cancelled be- 
<»use law countries enlaad Al- 
geria has been hit by peristent 
ongoingTOlenoethBthasledanuTV' 
berotcouitriaSkhctocle South Africa, 
to warn against trave#ng there. 


Ice hockey 

NHL: Pittsburgh 3 LpsAnMte33(gf). itai - 
tnaS20maz (aj: Ptafade rphB3 Flo rida 
1: sawpa Bay 4 Caraina Z W&tKpnJ 
Taano 1 : ajflNo 3 St Loub 1 : DeBoa 3 M; 

gary 1 ; Coteado 2 Dates 2 (W/. Phoenhr 6 

2: Edmonton 5 San Jose 3 
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Early next monLh England’s 


senior referees will mail with 

are 

coaches from the 24 Allied 

cri- 

Dunhar Premiership clubs in an 

it it 

effort lo shed light on some of 

line 

the more nebulous areas of the 

ora’ 

rulebook. It will be of strictly 


temporary benefit: when the In- 

rish 

ternational Board next meets in 

for 

Januaiy, it will consider no 

the 

fewer than 120 rule change pro- 

wer 

posals from governing bodies 

the 

around the world. 


Meanwhile. England' s lead* 

for 

ing clubs at least know how 

rich 

much money they will be play- 

i. If 

ing for in this season's nation- 

>or 

al knock-out cup. Carlsbcrg 

ibe 

- -Tetley, the Leeds-based brew- 

>nlv 

ing giant with a substantial 


track record in sports sponsor- 

tat 

ship, yesterday announced a 

'ght 

deal with the Rugby Football 

•up 

Union thought to be worth 

-16 

around £7m over four years. 

.•ur- 

For their money, they have 

ims 

bought the knock-out tourna- 

lOf 

ment, now to be called the Tet- 


ley’s Bitter Cup, the county 

nof 

championship, the undcr-21 

itly 

championship and the junior 

rise 

cup competition, which will 

ing 

go under the name of the Tet- 

;83 

ley's Bitter Vase. A prize fund 

on- 

of £750,000 is in place for Ibis 


season's senior competition. 

ide 

with the winners guaranteed 

, a 

£50,000 and the runners-up 

en- 

£35,000. 

art- 


blic 


vay 

Is out Kucera 

the 


riit- 

In his 7-6. 6-3 fast-round win 

sri- 

over Germany's Marc-Kcvin 

ing 

Goellner, Henman unleashed a 

ran 

serve recorded at more than 

ice 

I50mph. Although called for a 


Jet. the serve set the Briton 

be 

thinking that he could improve 

set 

on Rusedskfs mark of 143mph. 

vill 

Henman said: “I have never 


hh a serve anything (ike that fast 

:n( 

before and I appreciate these 

di- 

radar speed guns are not always 

sre 

as reliable as they might be." 

.iro 

The timing of Henman's 


serve - ISl.oraph - surprised 

ire 

eveiyone, not least the Eu- 


rosport commentators, David 


Mercer and Frew McMillan, 
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FOOTBALL 


Keane’s knee injury 
robs United of key 
man in the middle 






/ 








The champions of 
England will have to do 
without the man who 
makes their midfield 
tick for the rest of the 
season. Roy Keane's 
cruciate ligament injury 
is bad news for both 
Manchester United and 
the Republic of Ireland, 
as Rupert Metcaff reports. 




They may be celebrating Wed- 
nesday's famous Champions’ 
League victory over Juventus, 
but there was plenty of gloom 
at Old Trafford yesterday. Roy 
Keane, their inspirational cap- 
tain, will have a cruciate liga- 
ment operation within the next 
month which will rule him out 
until at least the start of next 


Keane was injured during 
last Saturday's game at Leeds 
- he hurt himself trying to 
tackle Alf-Inge Haland. A 
spokesman for the Old Trafford 
club said: “He had an ex- 
ploratoiy operation on Mon- 
day, when a small piece of 
cartilage was removed, and it 
was discovered that he would 
also require a cruciate knee lig- 
ament operation. 

“That will be performed in 
approximately four weeks. 


when the swelling has gone 
down. He will be out for the rest 
of the season." Keane will also 
miss the Republic of Ireland's 
crucial World Cup qualifier 
against Romania tomorrow 
week - and almost certainly the . ■ 
finals if the Irish qualify for 
France via the play-offs. 

“I’m not even thinking 
about Roy now for the play-offc 
or the World Cup finals prop- 
er,” Mick McCarthy, the Re- 
public's manager, said. “We've 
still got to get to France and 
without Roy it will make it dou- 
bly harder for us in the play-offs 
- whoever we are drawn 
against-” McCarthy bos already 
lost the striker Niall Quinn 
with a s imil ar injury. 

In the same situation as 
Keane is his former Old Traf- 
ford team-mate, Lee Sharpe. 
Leeds United’s record signing 
will not play again this season 
after damaging anterior cruci- 
ate ligaments in his knee in a 
pre-season friendly on 2 August. 

The 26-year-old former 
England international, who 
joined Leeds from Manchester 
United for £4m last summer, 
will undergo surgery on the 
knee next Wednesday. It had 
been initially hoped that the in- 
jury would clear up, but a spe- 
cialist yesterday ruled that 
surgery was required. 

Bolton Wanderers yesterday 


completed the dub-record sign- 
ing of the Wimbledon- striker 
Dean Holdsworth for £3-5mr 
The 28-year-old had also beep 
linked with. West Haim and- 
Nfiddlesbpaugbrfns he chose tc>' 
go. to the Reefaak Stadium - 
winch could mean Bolton al- 
lowing Peter Beardsley to join 
his former England colleagues, 
Ray Wilkins and Kevin Keegan, 
at Fulham. 

Tottenham have ended their 
interest in the Bolton mid- 
fielder Alan Thompson as their 
injury crisis finally shows signs 
of ending. Among those re- 
turning tO fitness is the Fnglanri 
forward Darren Anderton, who 
is back in training and is set to 
start his latest comeback in the 
reserves next week. 

Steffen Iversen, the £2.6m 
striker Francis bought from 
Rosenborg Trondheim last sea- 
son, is out for another four 
weeks with the ankle he injured 
while playing, against Spurs’ 
wishes, for Norway. He is the 
only senior forward still on the 
long-term injury list. 

Sheffield Wednesday have 
completed the £800,000 signing 
of the Norwegian internation- 
al midfielder Fetter Rudi from 
Molde. The 23-year-old has 
signed a three-and-a-half year 
contract at Hillsborough. 

Ferguson frets, page 30 

Financial news, page 24 
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Nigel Martyn and Alf-Inge Haland, of Leeds United, stand over Roy Keane after the Manchester United captain suffered his cruciate ligament 
injury at Elland Road on Saturday. Keane will have an operation in the next month and will be out for the rest of the season Photograph: Emptes 
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BOXING 


Collins announces his retirement 


ACROSS 

I Pick’s mostly to back 
frozen stuff (6) 

4 Thke ages to be pertinent 
(6) 

10 Homework? Reacting to 
study badly (7, 8) 

II Suggest box should lose 
lid?!) 

12 Unexpectedly appealing 
tip (9) 

13 Cold: cold and mountain- 
ous (6) 

IS Make start on course 
with first of tutors away 


23 Interrupts rudely and 
causes ripples? (6, 4, 3, 2) 


causes ripples? (6, 4, 3, 

24 Guided to absorb infor- 
mation from stoiy (6) 

25 Might light appear as a 
distress signal? (6) 


DOWN 

Bats resident in time- 


R iece? (6) 
fot in contention, having 
no speed left? (3, 2, 3, 7) 
Cleaner goes round one 
item of furniture (5) 

It’s accepted by English 
roughly in a knowledge- 
able way (9) 


16 Bolt behind soft shrub (6) 

18 Chesty upset - an indica- 
tion of Death? (6) 

21 Not honoured, not deco- 
rated, not invested (9) 

22 Artist depicting common 
railway (h ) 


8 Half-heartedly tamper 
with last of cheeiy group 
of tunes (6) 

9 For nobleman. Garter's 
foremost - fancy being 
upset about that! (6) 

14 Symbol of affection is 
nothing to a man (4-5) 

17 Young chap supporting 
workers' organisation in 
US city (6) 

18 Chap shown the way 


walked oddly (6) 
19 Shellfish or beef. 


we hear 


Hapjjy being in pole posi- 
Hot waterspout dissipat- 


20 Dorothy, losing heart, 
carried by desires, turning 
up in city in Oz (6) 

22 Scrubber a twerp picked . 
up{5>-. 


Hot waterspout dissipat- 
ing energy without new 
source of steam (6) 
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Steve Collins, the Wbrid Boxing 
Organisation super-middle- 
weight champion, yesterday an- 
nounced his retirement from 
boxing. The Irishman, who hud 
pulled out of his title defence 
against Joe Calzaghe which was 
due to take place in Sheffield on 
Saturday week, made the 
announcement at. the British 
Boxinp Awards ceremony in 
Bloomsbury, central London. 

Collins, accepting the award 
for Best Overseas Boxer, said: 
“I don't have the mot Kalian 
that I once had. 

“My only way to cany on 
was to fight Roy Jones, the 
WBC [World Boxing Council] 
light heavyweight champion, 
but as there is no chance of that 
happening now, the only route 
1 have is to retire. 

“As a super-middleweight, it 
was a very exciting time with the 
likes of Mike McC-allum. Ger- 
ald McClellan. James Toney. 
Michael Watson. Nigel Benn 
and Chris Eubank. 


“I believed I was the best of 
that group, and with my two 
world title wins over Berm and 
Eubank I proved it.” 

Collins, nicknamed “Celtic 
Warrior”, added: “I would like 
to thank the British fans for sup- 
porting me and promoter 
Frank Wurcn, who gave me the 
chance to further my career, 
which sadly is now over.” 

Coljins revealed that he 
had been considering retiring 
from boxing for a while before 
finally hanging up his gloves 
yesterday afternoon. The 
Irishman said: “It's something 
I’ve been thinking over in my 
mind for tHc best part of 12 
months.” 

After announcing his deri- 
sion to quit he told BBC Ra- 
dio 5 Live: “If you continue in 
the game without hunger 
that’s when people lose and 
gel hurt. 

“I’m quitting while I'm 
ahead and I'm happy to have 
achieved all ray ambitions. 


“The fight that would have 
kept me in boxing was against 
Roy Jones. But he has ducked 
me for two years, even though 
Rank Whrrea my promoter, did 
everything to make it happen." 

The British Boxing Board of 
Control secretary, John Morris, 
believes that the bout between 
Calzaghe and Collins’s re- 
placement, Eubank, will now be 
for the vacant WBO super- 
middleweight title - rather than 
for an interim title. 

Following Collins’s retire- 
ment the championship auto- 
matically becomes vacant and 
Euhank-Calzaghc, which was 
billed us an interim title fight, 
is expected to now be for the 
Irishman's belt. 

Morris said: “Ultimately if 
is up to the WBO to make that 
decision but as far as I’m con- 
cerned, and we at the British 
Boxing Board of Control are 
concerned, Chris Eubank and 
Joe Calzaghe will fight for the 
vacant title.” 


The day when Atherton 
bowled over the French 
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Michael Atherton, the 
England captain, led 
an assortment of Test 
cricketers to an 
unlikely victory over 
the French. 

Henry Bbfefd, in 
Reims, witnessed the 
upset. 


While it may not have been a 
victory to rank with those en- 
joyed by the England rugby 
union team at the Rue des 
Princes in recent years, a win 
over the French in any cir- 
cumstances is a treasured mo- 
ment for any English captain. 
For Michael Atherton, whose 
successes overseas with his 
England cricketers have been 
rather limited, it must have 
been a wry special occasion. 

Atherton was leading a 


team of six England players 
past and present in a friendly 
match here. If it had been 
cricket, Atherton’s side would 
no doubt have been favourites, 
but this was the quintessen- 
tial^ French sport of boules- 
and the host team included 
their national captain. 

The match had been.o r / 
ganised in aid of Atherton S 
benefit year. His team com- 
prised Graham Gooch, Nass- 
er Hussain. Mark Hott, John 
Stephenson and Derek 
Pringle, the Independent's 
cricket correspondent 

The outcome of a tight con- 
test rested on a final throw by 
England's captain. Atherton 
walked up to the throwing line, 
his face marked by that char- 
acteristic nervous smile, and 
confidently delivered he final 
boule. It landed within three 
inches of the jack to earn ids 
team a famous victory. 
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